
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 

VISITORS: If you are visiting with us, we welcome you and 
ask that you please sign our guest book and fill out a visitor’s 
card and put it in the collection basket or give it to one of the 
men in the congregation 
SCHEDULE:  The schedule for May is posted on the bulletin 
board so the men can see what their responsibilities are for 
that month. 
OUT OF TOWN:  Bruce and Beulah Tooley are out of town 
visiting family in Kentucky. 
SICK AND SHUT-INS:  George Humphries will be having a 
medical procedure done soon (I think June 8th).  Remember 
him in your prayers.  Also remember these: Peggy Tiffin’s 
brother-in-law as well as other family members and Jerry 
Henderson’s brother-in-law, Jerry Rickard, who has cancer.   
PRAYER:  Sarah Dorner (Bruce and Beulah Tooley’s 
daughter) is expecting twin boys.   
GOSPEL MEETING: Quinn church of Christ June 4-9 with 
Larsen Plyler.  Services 7:30 Monday – Friday. 
NOTE: I am sure there are others we know about that need 
to be remembered in our prayers.  If you know of someone 
who should be mentioned in the announcements please tell 
the one who makes the announcements.  To have information 
put in the bulletin please get it to Jerry before about 4 pm 
Saturday. 
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• Character is like a tree and reputation like its shadow. The 
 shadow is what we think of it; the tree is the real thing. 
 
• How we think shows through in how we act. Attitudes are 

mirrors of the mind. They reflect thinking. 
 
• If Christ is kept outside, something is wrong inside. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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OVERCOMING OBSTACLES 
 

 In Joshua chapter three, the children of Israel, God's 
chosen people, were marching toward the promised land 
and had now come to a situation that looked impossible.  
They had come to the Jordan River and it was now at flood 
stage.  In the Israelites' crossing of the Jordan River there 
are a number of lessons to be learned.  We, as God's people 
today, are marching toward the promised land, heaven, and 
we too find obstacles that look impossible for us to cross or 
overcome.  As we look at Israel's crossing of the flooded 
Jordan River, maybe we can learn some lessons that will 
help us in overcoming the problems which come up in our 
life. 
 As Israel waded out into this flooded river, it is evident that 
they had a lot of faith in God's word.  God had said when the 
priests stepped out in the Jordan the waters would part so 
that they could walk across on dry land.  This was the only 
way possible for them to cross, because, remember, the 
river was at flood stage and the number of the Israelites with 
women and children was somewhere between two and three 
million, because the number of men was six hundred 
thousand.  For this great number of people along with all 
their belongings and their flocks and herds to attempt such a 
crossing would require a great deal of faith.  However, they 
did just what God said and they were able to overcome this 
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seemingly impossible situation. 
 Yes, they had faith, but this was not a blind faith.  It was 
based on a command from God.  So, we not only learn a 
lesson about faith but also one about obedience to God's 
word.  The book of James teaches us that faith and 
obedience are inseparable (James 2:26).  For us to expect 
God's help in overcoming problems in our lives we must be 
obedient to God's word.  If the faith of these Israelites had 
not led them to obey they would never have been able to 
cross the Jordan.  So, must our faith lead us to obey God's 
word?  Remember, Jesus is the author of eternal salvation to 
all that obey him (Heb 5:9). 
 Also, involved in this account is a lesson on the influence 
that we can have over others for good.  The priests had a 
great influence on the Israelites.  The people followed their 
leadership.  The demonstration of the faith which the priests 
had in wading out in the Jordan River at the command of 
God was a strengthening influence on the people.  Also, the 
people had a good influence on each other, because they all 
left their tents and followed.  Had either the priest refused to 
go or the people refused to follow they would not have 
crossed over into the promised land.  The Lord made 
provisions in His body today for leadership.  This leadership 
(elders) is a tremendous help in overcoming many problems 
which we face today as we strive to reach the promised land.  
However, for elders to lead people must follow and for 
people to follow, elders must lead.  So, you see, as we 
demonstrate our faith by our obedience, we have a good 
influence over others, just as these Israelites, in helping to 
overcome obstacles. 
 But let's notice also a lesson from this account concerning 
the truthfulness and power of God's word.  God made a 
promise to Israel that when the priests' feet were in the water 
the Jordan would cease to flow (Josh 3:13).  It happened just 
like God said it would.  When God speaks, His word is true 
and powerful (Jhn 17:17; Heb 4:12).  All of God's promises 
will come true.  God has promised us salvation, the 
promised land, just as He did to the Israelites at the Jordan.  
However, like the promise to Israel, this promise is 
conditional.  We must believe in the promise strong enough 
to "wade out into the Jordan," that is, to do what God says.  

In our obedience to the Gospel we do exactly what God 
says: Believe in Christ (Heb 11:6); Repent of our sins (Lk 
13:3); Confess Jesus as the Christ (Rom 10:10); and we are 
Baptized for the remission of our sins (Acts 2:38).  Then we 
must live faithful to the Lord in worshipping and serving Him 
for the rest of our life.  If one becomes unfaithful to Him, the 
Scripture teaches repentance and prayer in order that the 
person might be forgiven (Acts 8:22), thereby re-establishing 
the fellowship which was broken.  You see, the only way 
God will help us in overcoming obstacles is for us to render 
faithful obedience to Him.  (JLH) 

 
 

S MI L E  

 
 Did you hear about the Texas teacher who was helping 
one of her kindergarten students put on his cowboy boots?  
He asked for help and she could see why.  Even with her 
pulling and him pushing the little boots still didn't want to go 
on.  Finally, when the second boot was on, she had worked 
up a sweat.  She almost cried when the little boy said, 
"Teacher, they're on the wrong feet." 
 She looked -- and sure enough they were.  It wasn't any 
easier pulling the boots off than it was putting them on.  She 
managed to keep her cool as together they worked to get the 
boots back on, this time on the right feet.  He then 
announced, "These aren't my boots." 
 She bit her tongue rather than get right in his little face 
and scream, "Why didn't you say so?" like she wanted to.  
And once again she struggled to help him pull the ill-fitting 
boots off his little feet.  No sooner had they gotten the boots 
off than he said, "They're my brother's boots.  My mom made 
me wear 'em." 
 Now she didn't know if she should laugh or cry.  But, she 
mustered up the little bit of grace and courage she had left to 
wrestle the boots on his feet again.  Helping him into his 
coat, she asked, "Now, where are your mittens?"  He said, "I 
stuffed 'em in the toes of my boots."  

----- via Faith Lift, Vol. 6, No. 2, April/May/June 2004. 


