
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 

VISITORS: If you are visiting with us, we welcome you and ask that you 
please sign our guest book and fill out a visitor’s card and put it in the 
collection basket or give it to one of the men in the congregation 

GOSPEL MEETINGS: Our Gospel Meeting starts one week from today, 
continue making plans to attend.  There are advertisement cards on the 
table, be sure and invite your friends and neighbors.  Upcoming meetings: 
July 16-21 Washington Ave in Russellville with Dale Robbins Monday – 
Friday 7PM; Belgreen with Mark White (time unknown); Westview 
(Hartselle) with Ken Chapman (time unknown).  There may be other 
meetings in the area, I will pass information along as I receive it. 
SCHEDULE:  The schedule for July is posted on the bulletin board so the 
men can see what their responsibilities are for that month. 
OUT OF TOWN:  Telford and Alice Hamm are out of town today.  Jerry 
and Dottie Henderson are out of town today for a funeral in Dallas, TX.  
They plan to be home Monday afternoon. 
SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Remember Peggy Tiffin’s brother-in-law as well 
as other family members.  George Humphries’ Arterial Venous Shunt is 
healing well so he will be ready for dialyses when needed.  However, he is 
now needing prostate surgery.  He goes for post-operative procedures on 
the 3rd and then surgery on the 5th of July. 
PRAYER:  Sarah Dorner (Bruce and Beulah Tooley’s daughter) is 
expecting twin boys.   
NOTE: I am sure there are others we know about that need to be 
remembered in our prayers.  If you know of someone who should be 
mentioned in the announcements please tell the one who makes the 
announcements.  To have information put in the bulletin please get it to Jerry 
before about 4 pm Saturday. 
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• The more we love the easier it is for us to forgive.  

• We cannot reap the harvest unless we sow the seed.  

• "Wisdom is knowing what to do next; virtue is doing it." 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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OUR 

GOSPEL MEETING 

July 9-14 

Service times are: 

Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 AM & 4:00 PM 

Monday - Friday 7:30 PM  

Speaker: Ben Walker 
 

For more information or transportation 
Call 662-542-3170 or 256-333-0017 

 
 Please consider this to be your personal invitation to this 
gospel meeting and be sure to invite your neighbors and 
friends to attend with you. 

MAKE PLANS NOW TO ATTEND 

 

mailto:jerry@hendersons.net


AN OPEN DOOR FOR THE WORD 

By Ben Walker 
 
   In Colossians 4:3 Paul asked the brethren to pray "that God 
would open to us a door for the word." It should not surprise us 
that Paul would ask for such opportunities. What may surprise 
us, however, are Paul's circumstances when writing this 
request. He is in prison in Rome (Col.4:3, 18). What open 
doors would be available to Paul while he is in prison? 
   At the end of his third journey, Paul returned to Jerusalem 
knowing that trouble would find him (Acts 21:10-14). As 
prophesied, Paul was arrested in the Temple. This arrest 
leads to the imprisonment during which he writes Ephesians, 
Colossians, Philippians, and Philemon. It would seem that 
Paul's opportunities for spreading the gospel are limited. 
Actually, he is about to be given several opportunities. 

1. Paul is allowed to address the Jerusalem mob (Acts 
22:1-21). 

2. He was allowed to speak to the Jewish council (Acts 
22:30-23:10). 

3. He spoke with Felix, Festus, and Agrippa (Acts 24-26). 
4. While travelling to Rome, he spoke with about 270 men 

on the ship (Acts 27:13-38). 
5. He healed many of the sick on the island of Malta (Acts 

28:7-10). 
6. In Rome, he spoke to the Jewish leaders and many 

others who came to him (Acts 28:17-30). 
7. Onesimus, a runaway slave from Colossae, somehow 

comes into contact with Paul and is converted. Paul 
sends him back to his master Philemon with a letter 
(Col.4:9, Phi.10). 

8. Paul had considerable influence on the soldiers who 
were guarding him (Phil.1:12-14) and those in the house 
of Caesar (Phil.4:22). 

9. Finally, the epistles that Paul wrote while in prison would 
also be effective. 

   Paul would be released from this imprisonment, but would 
later be arrested again. The details of his second 
imprisonment are largely unknown to us because the 
scriptures do not reveal them. We do know that at the writing 
of 2Timothy, Paul is near death and has no expectation of 
being released. Once again, even in prison, Paul sees 
opportunities for the word. 
"Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, descendant 

of David, according to my gospel, for which I suffer 
imprisonment as a criminal; but the word of God is not 
imprisoned." (2Tim.2:8-9) 
   Despite Paul's imprisonment, the gospel of Jesus Christ 
continued to be effective. There are some lessons for us 
from these moments in the life of Paul. 

1. God can open doors when doors seem to be shut. 
How many of us would have thought that imprisonment 
would lead to effective ministry? Most likely we would 
have wallowed in self-pity, lamented our deplorable 
circumstances, and made the assumption that the 
gospel could not be effective under such conditions. 
God can (and does) create opportunities for the word 
when opportunities seem unlikely. 

2. We must pray in faith, asking God to give us 
opportunities. Paul asked the saints in Colossae to 
pray for open doors. Paul prayed for the same. We too 
must ask God to grant us open doors for the word. But 
we must ask in faith, without doubting (Jam.1:6). How 
easy it would have been to pray "God, please give me 
opportunities" but at the same time doubt that God could 
produce them due to his present circumstances. Paul 
knew better than to doubt the Lord. It was in prison in 
Philippi that Paul experienced an earthquake which led 
to the conversion of a pagan jailer. In Corinth Paul was 
resisted and threatened by the Jews, but the Lord spoke 
to him, comforted him, and Paul remained in the city for 
18 months effectively teaching the word. When you pray 
for opportunities, pray in faith knowing that God can 
bring them to you. 

3. "To everyone who has, more shall be given." In the 
Parable of the Talents, Jesus said these words (Matt. 
25:29). The one-talent man did nothing with his 
opportunity, so the master took his talent from him and 
gave it to the man who had ten talents. Those who are 
faithful in what the Lord has given them will be given 
more. Paul was faithful in his mission, so the Lord gave 
him more opportunities. So it is with us. If we are faithful 
in the opportunities we have, more will come. This does 
not mean we must have success in every opportunity - 
Paul had many people refuse his message - but it means 
we are faithful in our attempt to spread the gospel. 

Brethren, we must open our eyes and see the open doors 
God has placed before us! 


