
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 

VISITORS: If you are visiting with us, we welcome you and ask that you please 
sign our guest book and fill out a visitor’s card and put it in the collection basket 
or give it to one of the men in the congregation 

GLAD TO BE BACK :  Jerry and Dottie enjoyed their trip to Washington to 
attend the wedding of a young lady whom we sort of adopted as a granddaughter 
while we were working with the church in Sunnyside, WA.  Thanks to the 
congregation for allowing us this time away from the work here.  We are also 
glad that Richard and Beth Hammock had a safe trip. 
GOSPEL MEETINGS:  Needmore Church (Haleyville, AL) August 27-
29 with Darryl Taylor.  Monday-Tuesday 7:00 PM 

SCHEDULE:  The schedule for August is posted on the bulletin board so the 
men can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  We are thankful for the recovery of those who recently 
have had surgery.  Sue Mauldin is in the Red Bay hospital in room 104.  She has 
some complications from a fall that involve her back and while running various 
test they found some other problems that she is being treated for.  It looks like 
she will be in the hospital for a few weeks at least.  I will provide more definite 
information as soon as possible. 

OUT OF TOWN: Britney Day is still away on vacation. 

PRAYER:  Remember the expectant mothers: Sarah (Bruce and Beulah 
Tooley’s daughter) and Lydia (Richard and Beth Hammock’s daughter). 

NOTE: If you know of someone who should be mentioned, please tell the one 
who makes the announcements.  To have information put in the bulletin please get it 
to Jerry before Saturday afternoon. 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• If the going is real easy, beware, you may be headed 
 downhill. 
 
• If you want to feel rich, just count all of the things you have 
 that money can't buy." 
 
• Most of the mountains we climb in life, we build ourselves. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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WORD MEANINGS AND UNDERSTANDING GOD 
By J. F. Dancer 

 
 The workbooks that the auditorium class uses on Sunday 
morning has had a series of reviews called "vocabulary 
exercise" in which one has to take a word and place it with a 
meaning. At times these are difficult, and since no "answer 
sheet" is provided with the workbook, we often come up with 
different answers. 
 Words are important to understanding each other and 
how one uses a word is also important. The same thing is 
true with our understanding God and what he desires us to 
do. Remember, only those who obey God (Matthew 7:21) 
will enter into heaven. 
 God has chosen to use words to communicate his 
desires. Once these were all oral but now they are all written 
(2Timothy 3:16-17; Jude 3; 2Peter 1:3). We have to study 
these words and also study how they are used. And at times 
we will find that today we use a word differently than how it 
was used in the days when God made known his will.  For 
instance, today if I say that a person is "gay" I am saying 
they are homosexual. When I was a youngster if I said a 
person was "gay" I would be saying they were happy. In 
1611 when the King James was translated to say a person 
was "gay" meant they were accustomed to fine (expensive) 
things (see James 2:2,3). Thus, man’s usage of words has 
changed and will probably continue to do so. 
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 In order to understand God’s will I have to be able to know 
the meaning of words and also realize they can be used to 
mean different things. This is determined by the context in 
which they are used. Jesus called Herod a "fox" (Luke 
13:32). He did not mean Herod was actually an animal. He 
meant Herod was sly and cunning. 
 To properly understand the Bible, I may have to use a 
dictionary to find definitions of words. I also must have some 
knowledge of nouns, verbs, sentence structure, etc. 
Otherwise I cannot understand what is being revealed. This 
brings a difficulty to some because of their lack of education, 
but if we are to understand what God desires we have to 
apply ourselves to be able to take the English language, read 
it, understand it, etc. in order to know what is being taught. 
 The use of different translations can be helpful as some use 
more "up to date" word usage in translation. At times, it is even 
helpful to read a commentary where a scholar explains word 
meanings and circumstances. These are simply "tools" and 
most of us know that a "tool" can be used properly or 
improperly. God expects people to "study" (2Timothy 2:15—be 
diligent, put out a lot of effort) to be able to properly understand 
and teach his word. At times this is difficult, but it can and must 
be done if we are to please God (2Timothy 2:4). 
 
 
Editor’s Note:  Neither the author nor time of writing of the 
following article is known to me.  However, I commend its 
contents to you as thoughts that we, as Christians, must 
consider. 
 

WHEN TOLERANCE TURNS TO COMPROMISE 
 

 In our “politically correct” world, young and old are constantly 
bombarded with propaganda which promotes the tolerance of “alternative” 
lifestyles.  It is not improbable to hear “religious” teenagers saying, “We 
should stop scolding homosexuals because we are creating homophobia.  
I love and respect all my homosexual friends who are open about their 
sexual preference.”  Perhaps we have even met “religious people” who 
are so bold as to say, “Being a homosexual does not make them different 
in a bad way, or bad people.  I think we need to keep an open mind and 
respect other’s preferences and style and even learn a little from them.” 
 Frequently, Christians who take a stand on immorality are reminded of 
the verses which proclaim that we are to “love our neighbor and not judge 
people.”  Does this attitude of tolerance lead to compromise on issues 

which the Bible condemns?  A respect of others and an embracing of all 
races is, at its roots, a virtue.  This attitude creates racial harmony which 
this country has sought after since the days of the Civil Rights movement.  
It also enables men and women to appreciate each other’s uniqueness.  
But this virtue can become a liability for young people who are unable to 
distinguish between diversity and perversity. 
 As with all answers in life, one must consult the scriptures as the 
infallible guide.  Students of scripture will realize that judgment has 
already been passed on those who persist in immorality.  When preaching 
is done on various moral issues, it is not the preacher who proclaims 
judgment; it is the word of God.  The same Bible that promises eternal life 
promises judgment.  Exodus 23:20 says, “Behold, I send an Angel before 
thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee into the place which I have 
prepared.”  Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift 
of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
 What will rescue people in sin is not tolerance, it is Jesus Christ.  By 
telling this to people in sin (whatever sin that may be), we can help them 
avoid the punishment of everlasting condemnation.  We must speak the 
truth in love, and that demonstrates real love (Ephesians 4:15).  That is 
how Jesus dealt with the woman caught in adultery (John 8:1-11).  He did 
not say, “It is okay that you are in sin.  It is just an alternate lifestyle.”  
Many young people ignore God’s desire to lovingly confront sin.  They 
instead pride themselves on being “tolerant” and “respectful” of immorality.  
Also, this lack of discernment makes one wonder how long it will take 
some young people to go from respecting sin to experimenting with it. 
 Disoriented drowning victims will actually fight the person trying to save 
them.  One can certainly see how Christian young people actually fight 
against the scriptural stance on sin.  We live in an ocean of immorality, 
harmful trends, and flawed ideologies.  Unfortunately, a lot of adolescents 
-- even those from godly homes — are sinking fast without realizing it. 
 “Tolerance” and “love” are two very difference concepts — a truth 
young people must grasp.  We are called to love all men in the name of 
Jesus Christ, but we are not called to ignore their debauchery in the name 
of diversity.  Psalm 97:10 says, “Ye that love the Lord, hate evil: he 
preserveth the souls of his saints; he delivereth them out of the hand of 
the wicked.”  We must show compassion to the lost without sanctioning 
their depravity. 
 The media is selling our children the idea that denouncing a sinful 
lifestyle is somehow showing hatred for the individual.  But the opposite is 
true, assuming the confrontation is handled appropriately.  In 2Samuel 12, 
Nathan related a story to David, and when the story enraged David, 
Nathan condemned his sin.  The whole event was appropriate and 
effective in condemning the sin in David’s life.  Stand against sin while 
doing your best to save someone from a life of sin. 


