
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 

VISITORS: If you are visiting with us, we welcome you and ask that you please 
sign our guest book and fill out a visitor’s card and put it in the collection basket 
or give it to one of the men in the congregation. 

SCHEDULE:  The schedule for October is posted on the bulletin board so the 
men can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SYMPATHY: On Monday Oct 9 about midnight Sue Mauldin passed from this life 
into eternity.  We extend our sympathy to Kenny and the entire family.  Her 
funeral was this past Thursday afternoon. 

OUT OF TOWN:  Randy Elliott is in Naples, Fl. Area helping with the clean-up 
from the hurricane there.  Remember him in your prayers while he is away from 
us.  Richard and Beth Hammock are away on vacation and Jerry and Dottie 
Henderson are on vacation also.  Jerry and Dottie plan to be back by the 20th. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Zola Basham’s brother, Elmo Wilson is now in physical 
therapy.  Helen Sparks has health issues that sometime keeps her from services.  
Brittney Day’s back problem is now being treated with a series of shots along 
with physical therapy.   

PRAYER:  Continue to remember Lydia (Richard and Beth Hammock’s daughter) 
who is expecting. 

NOTE: If you know of someone who should be mentioned, please tell the one 
who makes the announcements.   To have information put in the bulletin please get 
it to Jerry before Saturday afternoon.   

 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 

• You can't give to others what you don't have yourself. 
 Likewise, you can't lead others where you haven't been 
 yourself. 

• The best things in life are not things. 

• People may doubt what you say, but they will believe 
 what you do. 

• Trust not the world.  It never pays what it promises.  

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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REASONS FOR BEING LOST 
 

 Have you ever been lost?  If you have then you can 
probably discover a reason for being lost, if you look hard 
enough and are honest with yourself.  This same thing is 
true in the spiritual realm.  If a person is lost there is a 
reason for them being lost.  In Luke 15:3-24 Jesus relates 
three parables that illustrate three different reasons for 
individuals being lost. 
 In the first parable about the lost sheep (3-7) one is lost as 
a result of ignorance.  Anyone who has had any dealings with 
sheep will tell you that sheep are prone to wander off and not 
be able to find their way back, someone has to find them.  
They, in fact, may not be very far from the flock, yet they simply 
do not know how to get back.  Many today are ignorant of the 
fact that they are lost.  It is our responsibility to go and find 
them and bring them back to safety.  This parable also shows 
us the value of one lost individual.  Remember, Jesus said a 
soul is worth more than all the world Matt 16:26. 
 A look at the next parable (8-10) will show an item lost by 
being mislaid.  This coin did not leave on its own, it had help.  
Thousands of people are, today, being led astray by 
preachers, elders, teachers and others who claim to be 
members of the Lord's church, not counting those being led 
astray through denominationalism.  Paul warned the 
Colossians to "beware" of being spoiled or led away through 
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various means Col 2:8.  Yes, we can be led into error and be 
just as lost as the individual that led us astray.  Note again, 
the diligence which was displayed in the search for the lost 
item.  This should illustrate to us again our responsibility in 
searching for those who are lost. 
 Now as we take a look at the last parable in this chapter 
(11-24) we are made to realize that one can be lost 
deliberately.  Here is one who intended to have his own way 
no matter what anyone said.  He knowingly and willingly left 
the place of safety because of his own fleshly desires, like 
Demas in 2Tim 4:10.  Many times today we see this same 
attitude demonstrated by those who are children of God.  
They simply decide to fulfill their own fleshly desires and so 
they forsake the teachings of Jesus Christ, which is the 
place of safety.  Note, in this case, no one went to find the 
lost person.  There was no use in going, he knew he was 
lost, therefore what could anyone say to bring him back.  
The text says: "He came to himself," that is, he realized his 
lost condition and returned to the place of safety.  He knew 
the way home, but before he could return he had to humble 
himself and decide to do his father's will instead of his.  
Certainly, God doesn't want anyone to be lost 2Pet 3:9.  But 
if one deliberately leaves, then they will have to decide to 
come back to the place of safety.  There is nothing else left 
to offer them, since they have rejected the only place of 
safety there is.  This is what is described in Heb 6:4-6. 
 If you are lost, it is a result of one of these three reasons.  
If you are lost through ignorance, there are many Christians 
who are willing to help you find your way back to the Lord.  If 
you are lost because you have been misled by others, 
please stop listening to them and begin to listen to the Lord 
and those who are faithfully serving Him.  If you are lost 
deliberately, many Christians are praying that you will realize 
where you are and that you will "come to yourself" and 
decide to return to the Father and submit yourself to His will. 
 I can think of no better time than right now, when we are 
about to begin a new year, for one to examine their life and 
see if they are faithfully serving the Lord.  If you find that you 
are lost, then resolve in your heart to return to the Lord and 
through his providence He will provide the help you need to 
return to Him.  (jlh) 

THE LAST FIGHT 

By Robert F. Turner 
 
 On the ruins of a theater in Ephesus there is a memorial 
to an athlete of the 2nd century A.D.  which reads: "He 
fought three fights, and twice was crowned." 
 Watch out for that last step!  You see, those "athletes" 
fought to the death.  A man's last fight was always fatal. 
 So, the crown meant only that one changed opponents; 
and sooner or later the last would slay him.  What a 
difference in this crown, and that of the apostle Paul: "I have 
fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept 
the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall 
give me at that day..." (2Timothy 4:7-8). 
 Paul did more than fight "unto death" -- he fought unto life, 
eternal.  If his fight of faith cost him his earthly life, it only 
meant he was now free to claim the crown that counted most 
(Revelation 2:10, 2Cor. 5:6ff.).  How different from those who 
die without hope. 
 Paul sought an enduring victory -- one that could not be 
taken from him.  He exhorted Timothy, "Lay hold on eternal 
life..." (1Timothy 6:12).  This called for training, 
perseverance, and above all, self control (1Corinthians 9:24-
27).  The athlete trained his body only to prolong the day 
when it would fail him; but Paul trained his that it might the 
better serve the Lord, and thus serve his eternal purposes. 
 We are all engaged in some sort of battle, and in a very 
real sense it is "unto death." The fatalist, the fool, resigns 
himself to shortchange.  Though he fights 3,000 times, he 

can expect but 2,999 temporal crowns, not one of which he 
can take with him beyond that last fight.  The futility of it all is 
enough to make a man throw in the towel. 
 The Faith gives purpose to life.  The Christian fights, hard 
and often.  But he has submitted himself to God's will, 
"strives lawfully" (2Timothy 2:5), and his fight is never in 
vain.  Jesus Christ has provided for him a crown and not for 
him only, "but unto all them also that love his appearing." 


