
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 

VISITORS: If you are visiting with us, we welcome you and ask that you please 
sign our guest book and fill out a visitor’s card and put it in the collection basket 
or give it to one of the men in the congregation. 

SCHEDULE:  The schedule for November is posted on the bulletin board so the 
men can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 
GOSPEL MEETINGS:  Helton Drive: 5 – 9 with Jonathan Caldwell 7 PM.  
Washington Ave: 5 – 8 with Fred Newman Jr 7 PM.  Needmore: November 5 – 7 
with Jarred McCrary 7 PM.  Midway 5 – 8 with Colby Junkin 7 PM. 

OUT OF TOWN:  I understand Randy Elliott is now on his way home.  Pray for 
his safety as he travels home.  Rita Thompson is in Nashville visiting family. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Zola Basham’s brother, Elmo Wilson is now at home and 
doing some better.  Hellen Sparks has health issues that sometime keeps her 
from services.  Brittney Day is now taking treatments and having therapy on her 
back.  Kenny Mauldin’s mother fell and broke her leg.  She had surgery to repair 
the break and is now back in Cyprus Cove Nursing Home in Muscle Shoals, AL.  
Also, Kenny’s sister had a heart attack, but is now back home from the hospital.  
Jane Edwards had a flare up with her diverticulitis this past week, but is feeling 
better now.  Brenda Elliott is sick at home her flu test was negative, but she is 
still sick.  She is feeling some better, but, they are doing some more tests in an 
effort to determine what her illness is.  

PRAYER:  Continue to remember Lydia (Richard and Beth Hammock’s daughter) 
who is expecting. 

NOTE: If you know of someone who should be mentioned, please tell the one 
who makes the announcements.   To have information put in the bulletin please get 
it to Jerry before Saturday afternoon.   

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• “Our life always expresses the result of our dominant 
 thoughts.” 
 
•  “Discipline is the bridge between goals and accomplishment.” 
 
• Where we go and what we do advertise what we are. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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WOULD SOMEONE BE CONCERNED ABOUT YOU?  

 

 

 One Sunday morning, while I was preaching in North 
Mississippi, my family and I arrived at the meeting house 
about thirty minutes early, as was our custom.  It was 
raining that Sunday morning, not a hard rain, just a steady 
drizzle.  When we arrived at the church building, we 
expected to find an older brother (somewhere in his 
eighties) already there, sitting in his old, green pickup 
waiting for others to arrive.  However, since we 
occasionally arrived before he did, we were not concerned 
for a few minutes.  But, when he was not there within a 
few minutes, we became concerned about him.  Since he 
lived only a short distance from the church building, I 
decided to go see about him.  When I arrived at his house, 
it was obvious why he had not made it to the building.  
While backing his pickup out of his driveway, he had 
backed into a ditch across the road.  But, unlike some 
who, since it was raining, would have just gone back into 
the house and stayed home, missing services completely, 
he had walked about a half a mile to a neighbor's house to 
get him to come and pull his pickup out of the ditch.  Well, 
by this time Mr. Jim's clothing was wet, not soaking, but 
wet enough that I suggested that he might want to change 
into some dry clothes, which most people would have 
taken time to do.  He said, however, that he didn't think 
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that would be necessary.  You see, Mr. Jim did not want to 
be late for services.  So, as soon as he had tried to pay 
the man for pulling his pickup out, he drove on to services.  
He apparently had not even thought about staying at 
home.  And, no, he did not catch a cold from getting wet 
and then coming on to services without changing into dry 
clothes. 
 Why was I so concerned about Mr. Jim Griffin?  Well, I 
had been at that congregation long enough to know that 
he would be at services and be there early, unless he was 
sick or something drastic had happened.  Mr. Jim was not 
the only one in the congregation who had not arrived when 
I became concerned enough to go and see about him.  In 
fact, my family and I were the only ones present at the 
time.  But I was not concerned about the absence of 
anyone else, or even the fact that they might be late.  In 
fact, I would have been surprised to see some of them 
present at services, had they been in the same 
circumstances as this elderly brother.  Some of the others 
in the congregation would have just waited until it quit 
raining to get their automobile out of the ditch and just 
missed services completely.  But I knew that Mr. Jim did 
not miss and was always present long before time for 
services to begin.  So, I became concerned enough about 
his absence to go see about him. 
 What about you?  When you are not present before 
time for services to begin, do brethren become 
concerned and worry about you, or do they know it is 
your "custom" (Heb 10:25) to be late or to miss the 
services completely?  I have known members, even 
Bible class teachers, who would come in several 
minutes after classes had already started.  If your 
attendance record is such that no one becomes 
concerned when you have not arrived at least a few 
minutes before time to begin, or if you are not present 
at all, then you need to stop and examine your 
practice and maybe make some changes in your 
attitude toward your attendance of the services of the 
Lord's church.  Remember, David said: "I was glad 
when they said unto me, let us go into the house of the 
Lord." Psa 122:1 (jlh) 

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? 
 
 A young girl asked by a priest to attend religious 
instructions, refused, saying it was not her father's wish.  
The priest said that she should obey him, not her father.  
"Oh, sir, we are taught in the Bible to 'Honor thy father and 
mother,' she replied. “But, you are to call me 'Father'," was 
his reply.  To which she answered, "No, for the Scriptures 
say, 'Call no man your father upon this earth, for one is your 
Father which is in heaven." 
 The Priest was not anxious to lose a religious discussion 
to one so young, and he said, "you have no business 
reading the Bible.”  "Then why did Jesus tell me to 'Search 
the Scriptures'?" she asked.  He replied, "But that is only to 
the clergy.  You understand that a young girl cannot know 
the Scriptures.”  “Then why," she asked, "did Paul write to 
Timothy: 'From a CHILD thou hast known the Holy 
Scriptures'?”  Said the priest indignantly, “Timothy was being 
trained to be a bishop and he was taught by church 
authorities."  "No., sir,” said the little girl, "he was taught by 
his mother and his grandmother." 
 The angered priest turned away mumbling to himself, 
"she knows enough Bible to poison a whole parish!" 
 
EDITOR'S NOTE:  I do not know if this account is fact or 
fiction, since I do not know who the author is.  It came 
to me "electronically" several years ago without any 
source except the one who sent it to me and I know he 
was not the author.  However, what concerns me about 
this is: how many of us adult Christians would know 
enough to give answers like the ones this young girl 
was able to give?  We are confronted with error all 
around us every day and 1Pet 3:15 says: “But sanctify 
the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to 
give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason 
of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:” 
When we are confronted with error being taught and/or 
practiced, are we able to give an answer from Scripture 
regarding the error?  How many opportunities do we let 
slip by without even trying to give an answer when such 
opportunities arise in our daily lives? 


