
 SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 

 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 

VISITORS: If you are visiting with us, we welcome you and ask that you please 
sign our guest book and fill out a visitor’s card and put it in the collection basket 
or give it to one of the men in the congregation. 

SCHEDULE:  The schedule for December is posted on the bulletin board so the 
men can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

DIRECTORY CHANGE: Kenny Mauldin’s new address is: 615 Biird St, 
Cherokee, AL 35616 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Brenda Elliott is still not feeling well.  Peggy Tiffin is 
doing better and was able to be at Bible study Wednesday evening.  Alice Hamm 
was not feeling well Wednesday evening.  Brandi Duckworth, Jane Edwards’ 
niece and baby are doing well.  Continue to remember Elmo Wilson, Zola 
Basham’s brother.  Helen Sparks has health issues that sometime keeps her 
from services.  Brittney Day is taking treatments for her back pain.  Remember 
Tammy Pendergraph’s mother who recently had a stroke that had some affect on 
her right side. 

PRAYER:  Continue to remember Lydia (Richard and Beth Hammock’s daughter) 
who is expecting. 

NOTE: If you know of someone who should be mentioned, please tell the one 
who makes the announcements.   To have information put in the bulletin please get 
it to Jerry before Saturday afternoon.    

 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• Prayer does more than help us get what we want, it helps 
 us become what God wants.  
 
• Discontentment makes rich people poor, while contentment 
 makes poor people rich. 
 
• Those who are truly happy in this life are the ones who have 
 learned how to serve. 
 
• Experience is what you get when you don't get what you 
 want. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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WORSHIP OR PLAYING CHURCH? 
By Dee Bowman 

 
 What an exalted privilege it is to worship God– to know 
who He is, to understand what He expects, to be confident 
that our heart-felt and humble devotion, our reverence and 
veneration, come before His majestic presence as an honor 
to Him.  It’s almost too wonderful to contemplate. 
 I fear that far too many people are not as impressed with 
this great privilege as they ought to be.  That fact is often 
shown by the inconsistency with which some participate in 
the worship services.  They only come when it’s convenient 
to do so, and then only for as little time as they feel they can 
spare.  I fear, too, that with some, participation is little more 
than a ceremonial observance, a scant observance devoid of 
any heart-felt spiritual commitment.  Somehow they have 
decided that their mere presence is all that is necessary for 
acceptable worship. 
 There is great benefit to be derived from the public 
worship.  But there is a danger, too – a danger that ritualism 
will replace sincere, heart-felt worship.  A danger that the 
mere observance of the various ordinances is all that is due 
Him.  In Ecclesiastes five, the wise man says, “Keep thy foot 
when thou goest to the house of God.  And be more ready to 
hear than to give the sacrifice of fools; for they consider not 
that they do evil.”  The meaning is clear: to lack the 
involvement of the heart when we come to worship is sin. 
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 True worship is a desire to reach out to our Father and 
accord to Him the filial devotion He so rightfully deserves, 
and it seems to me that proper preparation for those acts of 
worship that accomplish that is essential, and sometimes 
neglected, if we’re not very careful.  Just as any good thing 
to be done requires forethought and planning, so it is with 
worship.  In fact, especially is that so regarding worship, 
mainly because of its supreme importance and high 
privilege.  I want to cite a few things I believe will improve 
our personal participation in the public worship services. 
 Begin early.  Sometimes we are so involved in filling our 
weekends with pleasures of various sorts, we have only 
scant time to prepare our thoughts and minds for the worship 
of our Father on the Lord’s Day.  We plan activities on 
Saturday that reach far into Saturday night and then sleep as 
late as we possibly can on Sunday morning.  When we do 
get up we are dull, listless, unprepared to offer praise to 
God.  If we get a good night’s sleep on Saturday, we’re 
much more apt to be refreshed on Sunday morning, then 
ready to make our plans for the grand privileges we are to 
enjoy at the worship services.  “My God, thou art my God; 
early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh 
longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land” (Psalm 63:1). 
 Participate.  I don’t mean just be there (although you can’t 
very well participate if you’re not even there), but get 
involved mentally at the start of the services.  That means 
you have to take control of your mind and drive it in the 
direction of God.  After all, that’s what worship is.  Only when 
you get your mind involved can there be true worship.  And I 
don’t mean a casual thought of Jesus or a passing amen to 
the prayer, but a full-fledged effort to extol and praise him 
from the innermost part of your being.  “God is a Spirit: and 
they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.”  
(John 4:24).  That means you reach down to the vital part of 
who and what you are and give yourself to God for a period 
of adulation and praise-giving. 
 Look past the leader.  All public worship services require a 
leader to be effective.  That may present a distraction, if 
we’re not careful.  Sometimes we become so fascinated with 
the leader – or, on the other hand, so distracted by him – 
that we actually find our minds wandering away from the 
purpose for being there.  Even if the leader hasn’t chosen 
the songs you like, even if the one chosen to lead can’t do 
as well as you’d like, even if the prayer is longer than you 
would like, don’t let that have an adverse effect on your 

personal worship.  And even if the leader is so good that his 
work borders on the artistic, it should not be allowed to 
cause you to lose sight of why you’re here and what you’re 
to do while you’re here. 
 Take it home with you.  If you bring a big enough 
container to the public worship, there’s no reason why you 
can’t take a goodly portion of those services home with you.  
For one thing, they can supply you with fuel for meditation 
and spiritual reflections when you get home.  Meditation is a 
vital part of public worship and the fodder gained from such 
meditation is invaluable to your private worship after you 
leave the building.  After you have participated in the worship 
services you should have feelings of warmth, new devotion 
for your Father, an even deeper care for those brethren with 
whom you have shared a time of praise and adulation.  
Worship – public or personal – is intended to bring glory and 
honor to God Almighty and to strengthen the one offering 
such praise to Him.  And if you really care for Him as you 
should, you cannot leave your praise and devotion for Him at 
the building when you leave. 
 
 

FILLING A TEACUP WITH A FIRE HOSE 
By Bryan Matthew Dockens 

 
 Receiving too much information at once is comparable to pointing a 
fire hose at a teacup.  Like water shot at high pressure and high volume, 
some of that information will get into the mind, but most will simply splash 
out.  The Lord is concerned with information overload on the part of His 
disciples.  He would rather His people fill up gradually than be all wet, but 
mostly empty. 
 Jesus takes ability into account before dispensing facts.  “He spoke the 
word to them as they were able to hear it” (Mark 16:33).  Preparing the 
apostles for His death, Christ told them, “I still have many things to say to you, 
but you cannot bear them now” (John 16:12); accordingly, He planned for 
them to receive guidance from the Holy Spirit following His ascension (13). 
 It is important to teach others, and to learn ourselves, at a pace suitable 
for memory retention.  Yet, this should never be an excuse for lack of growth. 
 Paul told the brethren at Corinth, “I fed you with milk and not with solid 
food; for until now you were not able to receive it and even now you are still 
not able” (1Corinthians 3:2).  The apostle took ability to understand into 
account, but he was disappointed the Corinthians weren’t growing more 
quickly, even criticizing them as being “carnal” – that is fleshly, rather than 
“spiritual” (1, 3).  To the extent they were “in Christ” they were mere “babes” (1). 
 A balanced approach is necessary, learning at a steady pace. 


