
 SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 

VISITORS: If you are visiting with us, we welcome you and ask that you please 
sign our guest book and fill out a visitor’s card and put it in the collection basket 
or give it to one of the men in the congregation. 

SCHEDULE:  The schedule for January is posted on the bulletin board so the 
men can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Several have been sick with flu-like symptoms as well as 
other illnesses.  Most are feeling better now, however Woody and Jane Edwards 
are still not well.  Elmo Wilson, Zola Basham’s brother is home from the hospital 
and doing some better.  Helen Sparks has health issues that sometime keeps 
her from services.  Brittney Day continues to have back pain and takes shots 
periodically for that pain.  Tammy Pendergraph’s mother is about the same. 

OUT OF TOWN:  Jack and Brenda Elliott will be away for two or three weeks.  
Jack is working in Florida and Brenda went with him. 

PRAYER:  Continue to remember Lydia (Richard and Beth Hammock’s daughter) 
who is expecting. 

NOTE: If you know of someone who should be mentioned, please tell the one 
who makes the announcements.   To have information put in the bulletin please get 
it to Jerry before Saturday afternoon.   

 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
•  Following Jesus is always right--but not always easy. 
 
• Self- restraint is the flange that keeps character on the 
 right track. 
 
• Admitting that you are wrong is an essential step toward 
 getting right. 
 
• We most often desire the most that which we need the 
 least. 
 
• Kindness will help repair broken friendships.  

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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THE MONTH WITH TWO FACES 
 By: Bob West 

 
 

 January, like some of the other months, was named after 
a Roman god; in this case, Janus, the god of two faces.  
This represents the fact that the first month of the year is 
looking back on the year just passed, while at the same time, 
looking ahead to the year just ahead.  While we do not 
approve of Roman paganism, we nevertheless see the 
propriety of the name behind January.   It is well, as the old 
year closes, and the new year begins, to reflect 
retrospectively and prospectively - backward and forward.   
 One thing which we must ever realize is that it is not 
within our power to change what has transpired last year.   
Whatever our victories or defeats, we cannot live them 
again.   As I once heard a lawyer exclaim, "You can't unring 
a bell." Once the bell has rung it cannot be "unrung." The 
past cannot be changed.   A second reflection, is that, while 
we cannot bring back the past, we shall meet the deeds of 
our past in the day of Judgment.   See 2Cor 5:10 "For we 
must all appear before the judgement seat of Christ, that 
each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, 
according to what he has done, whether good or bad." The 
only way to avoid facing the guilt of our sins in the future, is 
to repent and find the forgiveness which is in the blood of 
Jesus.   
 Looking back should make us realize the importance of 
correcting, to the best of our ability, whatever wrongs we 
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have done.  Certainly, we should be determined not to 
repeat the mistakes of the past year.   Looking at the year 
behind us, let us ask these pertinent questions: Has my 
moral and spiritual life been all that God wants it to be?  
Have I keep all my "resolutions" of this time last year?  Has 
my reading and study of the Word been regular and 
consistent so as to have been profitable.   Have I made the 
changes I learned from God's word that I needed to make? 
Has my prayer life been regular for my own needs and those 
of others?  Has my membership with this congregation (my 
agreement to work together with other brethren) been an 
asset or a liability to the group, with respect to my 
attendance, giving and participation in the worship?  Looking 
to the future, we cannot know what this year will bring.  But 
we can "contract" in advance to be the right kind of people, if 
the Lord permits us to live.  If we truly understand the 
sufficiency of Christ and learn to depend more upon Him, 
keeping ourselves under His authority in all matters, the year 
2018 will be a good one - better than the old.   
 January is the month with two faces: One looking back 
down the road already traveled; the other looking ahead into 
the sun with optimism, confidence, and anticipation of the 
good things awaiting all who love the Lord.  (Originally published 
in 1996, but updated by the editor to reflect the current year jlh) 
 
 
 

WHAT WILL WE BE AND DO IN 2018? 

 
 Did you make any resolutions for the new year?  I am 
sure that most of us did in one way or another.  We probably 
thought about losing weight, breaking a bad habit, being 
friendlier, being more saving with our money, etc.  The kinds 
and types of resolutions that are made this time of year are 
just as varied as the people who make them.  Certainly, at 
the beginning of a new year is an appropriate time to take 
stock of ourselves and resolve to make some changes that 
may be needed in our lives. 
 Well, how many of us gave any thought to our spiritual 
lives and the changes that need to be made in that realm?  
To that end let me offer a few suggestions and you can add 
to and/or elaborate on them as needed. 

 Why not resolve to be a better Bible student, reading the 
Bible on a regular basis each day.  We could set aside a 
time just for Bible reading and stick to the schedule that we 
set.  We might use that time to work on our lessons for the 
Bible study periods during our assemblies each week.  Bible 
classes are much more interesting when there is input and 
discussion from those who make up the class.  Bible study is 
essential to our spiritual health Hos 4:6; 2Tim 2:15 
 Along with our resolution to study more, we can then 
resolve to be more diligent in our efforts to teach others the 
gospel of Christ.  Without someone teaching the word many 
will not have the opportunity to hear the gospel of Christ and 
thereby be able to "call on the name of the Lord" to be saved 
Rom 10:13,14.  God’s power is at work saving souls when 
the gospel is taught (1Cor 1:21; 2Tim 2:2).  Will we say like 
Isaiah did, “Here am I!  Send me” (Isa. 6:8)? 
 There might also be a resolve to be more punctual in 
attending the assemblies of the Lord's church.  Some are 
habitually late for services and some come in with just barely 
time to sit down before time for services to begin.  The 
manner in which we attend the regular services of the church 
reflects our general attitude toward the assemblies.  What 
could be wrong with resolving to attend every assembly 
including all Bible study periods? 
 Another good resolution one might make would be to 
spend more time in prayer to God 1Thess 5:17.  Our Lord 
spent much time in prayer to His Father Lk 6:12; 22:45.  
Prayer works Jas 5:16.  It has been said that prayer is the 
Christian’s lifeline.  With it we petition God to attend to our 
lives along with the lives of others to help and sustain us and 
them.  Through prayer we thank God, or Father for His 
generous love which he has extended to us in not only giving 
and sustaining physical life, but also offering to us eternal life 
through His son Jesus Christ.  
 All of this simply says "I will be more obedient and faithful 
to God and His will, which he revealed through Jesus Christ, 
His Son.  The Holy Spirit then inspired men to give us a 
written record we can read, understand and which will 
remind us of our spiritual responsibilities Eph 3:4; 2Pet 1:12-
15.  So, what will we be and do in 2018?  (jlh) 


