
 SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
VISITORS: If you are visiting with us, we welcome you and ask that you please 
sign our guest book and fill out a visitor’s card and put it in the collection basket 
or give it to one of the men in the congregation. 

SCHEDULE:  The schedule for April is posted on the bulletin board so the men 
can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

OUT OF TOWN:  Bruce and Beulah Tooley are visiting family in Kentucky. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Telford Hamm is having some problems with his eyes 
which they are trying to treat with medication.  Marvin Butts was not feeling well 
this past Sunday but hopes to be able to be present today.  Elmo Wilson, Zola 
Basham’s brother continues to have health problems.   Helen Sparks has health 
issues that sometime keeps her from services.   Brittney Day continues to have 
problems occasionally.  Also, Britney’s aunt had gall bladder surgery and is now 
doing better.  There may be others who are sick that I am unaware of, if so, please 
tell Bruce Tooley, who is making announcements in April. 

NEW PROGRAMS BEGIN:  This week there should be a teaching bulletin 
inserted in the Red Bay News which will go to all subscribers.  This bulletin will 
be published and inserted once each quarter.  Our TV/Radio program on the 
local Cable TV channel 12 and 97 and the two local radio stations 1430 AM and 
99.5 FM has already begun.  This TV program will be aired a minimum of three 
times a week and will be on both TV stations as well as the audio on both radio 
stations.  Please pray for these efforts that they will reach people who will be 
interested in reading and listening to God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  Market Street April 22 – 25 with Jim Deason 
weekdays 7 PM..  Meeks Street (Corinth, MS) April 22 – 27 Weekdays 7 PM.  
Needmore April 22 – 24 with Neil Gilbert weekdays 7 PM.  New Georgia April 22 
– 27 with Lowell Sallee (time unknown).  Phil Campbell April 29 – May 2 with 
different speakers (see flyer on the bulletin board) weekdays 7 PM.  Piney Grove 
April 29-May 2 with Greg Chandler weekdays 7 pm.  Weatherly Heights lecture 
(Huntsville) May 3-6 (see flyer for speakers and times) 

NOTE: To have information put in the bulletin please get it to Jerry before 
Saturday afternoon.    

 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• No amount of riches can atone for poverty of character. 
 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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DRAW NEAR TO GOD 

By Edwin L. Crozier 
 
 "Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.  Cleanse your hands, 
you sinners, and purify your hearts, you doubleminded" (Jas. 4:8).  As we 
grow in Christ, we should be getting closer and closer to God.  
 We draw near to God in two ways.  We must first cleanse our hands.  
That is, we must remove sin from our actions.  We must grow in virtue as 
2Pet. 1:5-8 demonstrates.  
 At the same time, we must purify our hearts.  The "doubleminded" 
helps us understand what James meant.  Our hearts can be divided like 
the people to whom Elijah spoke on Mt. Carmel when he said, "How long 
will you hesitate between two opinions?  If the Lord is God, follow Him; but 
if Baal, follow him" (1Kings. 18:21).  We must not hesitate between two 
opinions but devote our hearts to God fully.  As Jesus taught we must love 
God "with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind" 
(Matt. 22:37).  
 Clearly this is a growth process.  But something has been troubling me 
lately.  As I talk with more and more Christians, I am amazed at how many 
claim to be growing and yet they do not seem to be drawing near to God.  
 Perhaps you have noticed it too.  How many Christians have grown to 
learn that drinking alcohol is really ok, so long as we don't get too 
plastered?  How many have discovered that the covering of a friendly 
wager or a cheap lottery ticket is really no problem?  How many have 
become enlightened, learning that movies with nudity are ok so long as 
they are not gratuitous, and we try hard not to lust?  
 How many Christian parents have informed us that holding a woman or 
man who is not your spouse close to your body and moving sensuously to 
music is fine as long as it is the high school prom?  
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 How does any of this draw us closer to God?  All this concerns me.  
After all, in the same context that James said to draw near to God, he 
wrote, "You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is 
hostility toward God?  Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the 
world makes himself an enemy of God" (Jas. 4:4).   
 Regrettably, it seems that too many Christians are growing too friendly 
with the world and worldly things.  They have the idea that if we say these 
actions are righteous we make Christianity more attractive to those who 
are already doing these things in the world.  The reality is, if we attract 
people to this kind of Christianity, we have not helped them at all.  Further, 
we will make ourselves God's enemies.  
 Let us remember James's advice.  We must draw near to God by 
cleansing our hands and purifying our hearts.  When we draw near to 
God, He will draw near to us.  As you grow, to whom are you drawing 
near?   
 

 

"YOU WHO HAVE FALLEN FROM GRACE" 
By RichieThetford 

 
 Can an individual fall from grace?  There are some who would say no.  
Many feel that once one is "saved," they are always saved.  This would be 
really great if it were true, but that is not what the Bible teaches.  In 
Galatians 5:4, the apostle Paul told the Galatian brethren:  "You have 
become estranged from Christ, you who attempt to be justified by law; you 
have fallen from grace.”  Now if it were not possible to fall from grace, why 
would Paul say, "you have fallen from grace?”  He said that because it is a 
fact - one CAN fall from God's grace.  It is possible to fall into apostasy 
(fall away) from the word of God.  And you know what, this is nothing new.  
Long ago, before Christ was even born into this world, Ezekiel addressed 
the problem of apostasy.  Notice: "But when a righteous man turns away 
from his righteousness and commits iniquity, and does according to all the 
abominations that the wicked man does, shall he live?  All the 
righteousness which he has done shall not be remembered; because of 
the unfaithfulness of which he is guilty and the sin which he has 
committed, because of them he shall die.  Yet you say, 'The way of the 
Lord is not fair.’  Hear now, O house of Israel, is it not My way which is 
fair, and your ways which are not fair?  When a righteous man turns away 
from his righteousness, commits iniquity, and dies in it, it is because of the 
iniquity which he has done that he dies" (Ezek 18:24-26).  A righteous 
individual, based upon his own initiative, can and sometimes does decide 
not to follow the ways of Christ any longer.  It is not God's fault this 
happens, it is man's fault!  We are totally responsible for our actions, good 
or bad!   

GOD-CONSCIOUSNESS 
By Bill Hall 

 
 A truly godly man is one who lives with a constant realization of God's 
divine presence He is God-conscious.  When he awakes in the morning, 
there is God.  As he dresses for work there is God.  As he goes in to 
breakfast with his family, as he drives to work, as he works through the 
day, as he drives home, as he spends the evening hours, as he lies down 
on his bed at the close of the day, there is God. 
 Enoch was a man who was God -conscious, for he "walked with God" 
(Genesis 5:24).  He enjoyed constant companionship with God.  Wherever 
Enoch went, God went with him, and Enoch was always aware that He 
was there.  He could not flee from God's presence (Psalm 139:7), nor did 
he seek to do so.  He was a godly man. 
 How fortunate is that man who has developed within himself this God 
consciousness.  It is easy for him to pray, for God is to him a close, ever 
near, companion whose "ears are open unto his prayers" (1 Peter 3:12).  
His talking with God is as natural as his talking with any companion. 
 He does not fear, for he just places his hand in God's in his times of 
trouble.  "God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  
Therefore will not we fear.  ..”  (Psalm 46:1, 2).  Even when walking "through 
the valley of the shadow of death," he can "fear no evil," for God is with him. 
 The power of temptation is greatly reduced, for he never forgets that 
"all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have 
to do" (Hebrews 4:13).  His desire to please his ever present God is 
greater than the power of temptation. 
 He is thankful, recognizing God, with whom he walks, to be the source 
of "every good gift and every perfect gift" (James 1:17). 
 He loves God.  He talks to God.  He walks with God.  He is always 
conscious of God's presence.  He is never without God.  Yet, this relationship 
never degenerates into a "buddy-buddy" relationship, for he reverences God; 
he recognizes His awesomeness; he gratefully acknowledges his own 
personal unworthiness of such a relationship with Almighty God. 
 This is the very essence of godliness.  Someone, years ago, observing 
the similarity between "godliness" and "God-like-ness," assumed that the two 
words meant the same.  That false assumption was passed on to others, and 
has now gained a strong foothold in the thinking of a great number of people.  
W. E. Vines says that godliness "denotes that piety which, characterized by a 
godward attitude, does that which is well pleasing to Him.”  A godly person, 
then, is one who has a godward attitude, and whose constant consciousness 
of God leads him to be obedient to Him. 
 While visiting in a hospital, recently, we observed this sign, "Have you 
said Thank you, God today?”  A godly person probably would have done 
so.  Have you said, “Thank you, God" today?  


