
 SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
VISITORS: If you are visiting with us, we welcome you and ask that you please 
sign our guest book and fill out a visitor’s card and put it in the collection basket 
or give it to one of the men in the congregation. 

SCHEDULE:  The schedule for May is posted on the bulletin board so the men 
can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SYMPATHY:  We extend our sympathy to Zola Basham in the death of her 
brother, Elmo Wilson who passed away Monday May 7th.  His funeral was Friday 
May 11th. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Dottie Henderson spent Sunday night through 
Wednesday morning in the hospital in Tupelo, MS.  She had fluid collect around 
her heart that caused a serious shortness of breath.  After various test were done 
they concluded there was no more damage to her heart than she has had for 
almost fifteen years.  She is once again doing well, after they got the fluid off 
from around her heart and lungs.  She is going to have to watch her salt intake a 
little more closely and make sure she doesn’t miss the fluid pill.  Helen Sparks 
has health issues that sometime keeps her from services.   Brittney Day continues to 
have back problems occasionally.  I think she is scheduled for more shots this week.  
There may be others who are sick that I am unaware of, if so, please tell Randy 
Elliott, who is making announcements in May. 

NEW PROGRAMS:  A teaching bulletin is being published and inserted once 
each quarter in the Red Bay News.  Our TV/Radio program on the local Cable 
TV channel 12 and 97 is scheduled for 6:30 AM and 4:30 PM on Sunday and at 
various times through the week on TV and the two local radio stations 1430 AM 
and 97.9 FM has already begun.  This program is aired a minimum of three times 
a week.    Please pray for these efforts that they will reach people who will be 
interested in reading and listening to God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  Hays Mill (Elkmont) May 13- 16 with Kasey 
Harbin.  Mon-Wed 7PM.   There are, however, some in June that will be listed 
here.  If you know of meetings that should be listed, please let me know. 

NOTE: To have information put in the bulletin please get it to Jerry before 
Saturday afternoon.    

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• A person who is clothed with humility is greatly blessed. 
 
• A little oil of courtesy will save a lot of friction. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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Editor’s Note:  I do not know, personally, the author of the 
following article, but I do know of the place where it was 
published back in 2003.  I found it the other day when I was 
thinking about today being called, by our society, “Mother’s 
Day.  I know there are special memories that each person has 
of their own mother and I thought the memory this author 
shared about his mother reading to him and his siblings was a 
good reminder of what good mothers do for their children and 
he mentions Timothy’s mother and grandmother instilling faith 
in God in Timothy.  Good mothers do that. 
 

 
MEMORIES OF MOTHER AND THE OILCLOTH 

By Tom L. Childers 
 

 One of the strange things about memories is not only the 
pictures stored in the mind, but also the smells. I can still 
recall the smell of the oilcloth that covered our kitchen table.  
Oilcloth is a vinyl product used as tablecloths that were easily 
cleaned with warm, soapy water. It was waterproof and 
protected with a clear finish that was stain and soil resistant. 
 When I was about 14 years old, I recall mother calling her 
four children to the kitchen table. We were 14, 11, 9, and 6 
years old. She opened the Bible to Matthew 26 and read the 
story of the trial and crucifixion of Jesus. Even though it has 
been 45 years, I can smell the oilcloth, hear her reading about 
Jesus and watching her tears falling and splattering on the 
oilcloth. Thirteen years later, mother died at the age of 46 and 
all we had left of her short life were the precious memories. 
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 Paul wrote to Timothy to tell him he remembered his mother.  
"When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, 
which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; 
and I am persuaded that in thee also" (2Timothy 1:5). 
 Precious memories: Four young children, an open Bible, a 
mother who shed real tears when she read about Jesus, and 
the unforgettable smell of oilcloth. 

Via The Susquehanna Sentinel 
 
 

DOES EVERYTHING HAPPEN FOR A REASON? 
By R.  J.  Evans 

 
 Based on how often we hear the expression “Everything 
happens for a reason,” you would think the answer to our 
title would be a definite “yes”.  Some time back, while 
watching a professional football player on TV being 
interviewed, and in commenting on his team’s loss, he 
remarked, “I know everything happens for a reason.” And I 
can think of many other examples and situations in which 
this statement is used even by members of the Lord’s 
church. 
 If we were able to go back to the 1500s and ask John Calvin 
the above question, his answer would certainly be in the 
affirmative.  In fact, this kind of thinking that is so common 
among us today is Calvinism through and through, permeating 
almost every religious denomination.  Calvin’s doctrine of 
Predestination not only teaches that only certain ones have 
been chosen by God to be saved from eternity, but also 
teaches that every little insignificant incident in a person's life 
has all been predetermined by God.  Some go so far as 
applying this to finding a parking space in a public parking lot. 
 Do I believe that certain things happen in a way in which 
God has designed?  Absolutely!  He foreordained from 
eternity that salvation would be obtained through Christ, in 
His body, which is His church.  In fact, Paul spoke of this to 
the Ephesians: “… having predestined us … as sons by 
Jesus Christ … in whom also we have obtained an 
inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of 
Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will” 
(Ephesians 1:5, 11; cp.  Acts 2:23; Ephesians 3:10-11; 
1Peter 1:20).  We serve a sovereign God. 
 But that does not rule out the fact that some things 
happen which have no impact on God’s ultimate goals.  

Thus, while God has decided in some areas what needed to 
happen, contrary to Calvinistic doctrine, He also allows 
things to happen as they may.  To prove this point that many 
things happen at random or by chance, we turn to the words 
of the inspired wise man: “I returned and saw under the sun 
that — The race is not to the swift, Nor the battle to the 
strong, Nor bread to the wise, Nor riches to men of 
understanding, Nor favor to men of skill; But time and 
chance happen to them all” (Ecclesiastes 9:11).  Again, 
some events randomly occur by simple “time and chance” 
(cp. 1Samuel 6:9; 2Samuel 1:6; Luke 10:31). 
 Of course, another factor would be the providence of God 
in answering our prayers.  He can take bad things that 
happen in our lives and help them turn out for good.  For 
instance, it was necessary for Paul to appeal to Caesar in 
order to save his own life.  However, while a prisoner in 
Rome he was able to say, “But I want you to know, brethren, 
that the things which happened to me have actually turned 
out for the furtherance of the gospel” (Philippians 1:12; 
Romans 8:28; cp. Joseph’s statement in Genesis 50:20). 
 I am so thankful that, contrary to what John Calvin taught, 
we have the ability to choose our own eternal destiny.  And of 
our own free will, we can become a member of God’s family by 
obeying the gospel of Christ.  In becoming a child of God, we 
then have the avenue of prayer where, He, through His 
providence, can intervene and work in our lives.  But that is a 
far cry from the common usage of the expression, “Everything 
happens for a reason.” If that were true of every little, small 
incident in our lives, then we could blame God and not take 
responsibility for any of our own actions. 
 So, before you say, “Everything happens for a reason,” 
give it some serious thought and ask yourself if you are 
using that expression in a scriptural manner.   In one sense, 
there is a reason for everything that happens.  For example, 
a person is in a car wreck.  Is there a reason for it?  Yes, 
perhaps the driver was driving on the wrong side of the road, 
drunk while driving, or a tire blew out, etc.  Some huge oak 
trees fell down in my yard.  Was there a reason for this 
happening?  Yes, strong hurricane winds blew them over.  
But on the other hand, “Everything happens for a reason” 
with the idea that every detail in one’s life has been 
predetermined by God is the doctrine of Calvinism.  The 
scripture does not teach such.  In fact, the phrase 
“Everything happens for a reason” is not found in the Bible. 

 


