
 SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
VISITORS: If you are visiting with us, we welcome you and ask that you please 
sign our guest book and fill out a visitor’s card and put it in the collection basket 
or give it to one of the men in the congregation. 

SCHEDULE:  The schedule for May is posted on the bulletin board so the men 
can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

OUT OF TOWN:  If Dottie has felt like travelling, Jerry and Dottie are in Georgia 
attending their grandson, Benjamin’s graduation.  They plan to leave on 
Thursday and should be back home at least by Tuesday evening, depending on 
how Dottie feels. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  There is no current news about the sick due to the editor 
being out of town.  Helen Sparks has health issues that sometime keeps her from 
services.   Brittney Day is feeling better after having received he shots to relieve her 
back pain.  There may be others who are sick that I am unaware of, if so, please tell 
Randy Elliott, who is making announcements in May. 

NEW PROGRAMS:  A teaching bulletin is being published and inserted once 
each quarter in the Red Bay News.  Our TV/Radio program is on the local Cable 
TV channel 12 and 97 and is scheduled for 6:30 AM and 4:30 PM on Sunday 
and at various times through the week on TV and the two local radio stations 
1430 AM and 97.9 FM.  This program is aired a minimum of three times a week.    
Please pray for these efforts that they will reach people who will be interested in 
reading and listening to God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  There are some meetings in June that will 
be listed here next week.  If you know of meetings that should be listed, please 
let me know. 

NOTE: To have information put in the bulletin please get it to Jerry before 
Saturday afternoon.    

 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• The way to feel like doing our duty is to do our duty 
 whether we feel like it or not. 
 
• The most uncomfortable person on earth is one who has 
 just enough religion to make him uneasy and not enough 
 to make him happy. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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DON'T MAKE QUICK JUDGMENTS BEFORE  
YOU KNOW THE TRUTH 

 
 There was a blind girl who hated herself because she was blind.  She 
hated everyone, except her loving boyfriend.  He was always there for her.  
She told her boyfriend, 'If I could only see the world, I will marry you.' 
 One day, someone donated a pair of eyes to her.  When the bandages 
came off, she was able to see everything, including her boyfriend.  He 
asked her,' Now that you can see the world, will you marry me?'  The girl 
looked at her boyfriend and saw that he was blind.  The sight of his closed 
eyelids shocked her.  She hadn't expected that.  The thought of looking at 
them the rest of her life led her to refuse to marry him. 
 Her boyfriend left her in tears and days later wrote a note to her 
saying: 'Take good care of your eyes, my dear, for before they were 
yours, they were mine.' 
 This is how the human brain often works when our status changes.  
Only a very few remember what life was like before, and who was always 
by their side in the most painful situations. 

Life Is a Gift 
 Today before you say an unkind word -Think of someone who can't speak.  
Before you complain about the taste of your food - Think of someone who has 
nothing to eat.  Before you complain about your husband or wife - Think of 
someone who's crying out to GOD for a companion. 
 Today before you complain about life - Think of someone who died too 
young.  Before you complain about your children - Think of someone who 
desires children but they’re barren.  Before you argue about your dirty 
house someone didn't clean or sweep.  Think of the people who are living 
in the streets.  Before whining about the distance you drive - Think of 
someone who walks the same distance with their feet.   And when you are 
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tired and complain about your job -Think of the unemployed, the disabled, 
and those who wish they had your job. 
 But before you think of pointing the finger or condemning another - 
Remember that not one of us is without sin and we all answer to our 
MAKER.  And when depressing thoughts seem to get you down - Put a 
smile on your face and thank GOD you're alive and still around. 
 May God help us to ALWAYS...  remember to count our blessings.  
God bless you as you read it.                                            (Author Unknown) 
 

 

FIFTEEN MILES FROM HEAVEN 

By Earl Kimbrough 

 

 Moses E. Lard, the well-known gospel preacher of the 
nineteenth century, kept a preaching appointment at 
Richmond, Missouri in 1853.  As he was hitching his horse 
near the meeting house, a black man named Dick, a brother in 
Christ, approached him and introduced himself.  He told Lard 
that he once belonged to the church at a place called 
"Stanley's," where an "old brother Warrinner" used to preach 
but, after Warrinner's death, the church there ceased meeting, 
depriving Dick for a long time of the privilege of assembling 
with the saints.  Yet, his faith in Christ had remained steadfast.  
"I have come fifteen miles today to hear you preach," he said, 
"and I have brought with me my young master, Thomas.  I 
think he would be a Christian if he knew how." 
 After being introduced to Thomas, Lard went into the 
house to begin the services.  He strongly believed in divine 
providence and wondered to himself if God's hand were in 
the presence of Dick and his master.  The audience was 
large, but not a Christian there had come fifteen miles, a 
considerable distance in that day.  But here was a 
bondservant who, after working hard all week, had traveled 
that far to attend the meeting. 
 Lard was still thinking about Dick's words as he entered the 
pulpit to begin his lesson.  "Thomas was in the congregation - a 
circumstance which I determined not to forget for the next hour 
and a half," he later recalled.  And through his speech, he kept 
steadily in mind "a plain, honest boy of sixteen." The simple 
sermon, deliberately delivered in the "plowman's phrase" that 
had been Lard's early dialect, accomplished its purpose.  
When the invitation was extended, Thomas went forward and 
gave the preacher his hand. 
 "Poor Dick was as near Heaven then, as he will ever be 
again, until he reaches that blessed abode.  He could not sit, 

he could not stand, he did not shout but clapped his hands, 
while tears ran over those toil-worn cheeks.  He meekly 
occupied a distant comer of the house, and, I felt, if angels 
delight to gather around the heart that is full of gratitude to 
Christ, surely they must have had a strong pleasure in 
folding their wings in that corner just then." Thomas was 
baptized into Christ that evening. 
 A little more than two weeks later, at the request of Dick and 
Thomas, Lard went to the community near their home to 
preach for two days in the shade of some large trees.  There a 
modest stand and some crude seats had been erected to 
accommodate the services.  Resolved to make the most of the 
limited time, the first day Lard preached two-and-a-half hours to 
a large audience of "an honest, agricultural people, blessed 
with pertinent common sense and sound hearts." The sermon 
made a favorable impression on most of those present. 
 The next day the audience, undiminished in size, gathered 
again to hear another equally long sermon.  At the close, four 
men came forward to confess Christ.  Excitement was such 
that Lard thought it would be unwise to leave the people in the 
present mood in order to meet another appointment where 
nothing might be accomplished.  So, he decided to stay. 
 The third night eight more confessed their faith in Christ, 
and before the meeting closed, forty had been baptized for 
the remission of their sins.  Furthermore, those who 
remained of the old Stanley's church came to take seats in 
the assembly of the saints.  On the Lord's day, the brethren, 
old and new, met at a convenient place a mile distant to 
organize a New Testament church.  They invoked the 
protection of God and resolved to be faithful in His service.  
"A table was then spread, and on it were placed the 
emblematic loaf and cup.  The supper was then eaten in 
memory of the Master, a song sung, and the services of the 
hour closed" (Lard's Quarterly, Sept., 1863, pp.  23-25). 
 The church, known as South Point, was located in Ray 
County, Missouri.  It came into existence primarily because a 
chattel slave who was also a bondservant of Christ loved 
both of his masters enough to travel fifteen miles to hear the 
gospel.  That journey may have been the difference between 
heaven and hell for Thomas and for many others as well.  
God, in the exercise of His providence, very often uses what 
to us may seem to be an insignificant act of faith to 
accomplish His purposes. 
 Heaven, indeed, may sometimes be just "fifteen" miles 
away. 


