
 SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
VISITORS: If you are visiting with us, we welcome you and ask that you please 
sign our guest book and fill out a visitor’s card and put it in the collection basket 
or give it to one of the men in the congregation. 

SCHEDULE:  The schedule for June is posted on the bulletin board so the men 
can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

OUT OF TOWN:  If there are any out of town today, I am unaware of it. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Zola Basham was doing well Wednesday evening 
following her cataract surgery.  She will have the other eye done sometime later.  
Helen Sparks continues to have health issues that sometimes keep her from 
services.   Brittney Day continues to have back problems occasionally.  Beulah 
Tooley recovery from back surgery is going well.  Bruce Tooley has had some issues 
with his back recently.  There may be others who are sick that I am unaware of, if so, 
please tell David Tiffin, who is making announcements in June. 

NEW PROGRAMS:  A teaching bulletin is being published and inserted once 
each quarter in the Red Bay News.  Our TV/Radio program is on local Cable TV 
channels 12 and 97 at 6:30 AM and 4:30 PM on Sunday and various times 
through the week on TV as well as two local radio stations 1430 AM and 97.9 
FM.  Please pray for these efforts that they will reach people who will be 
interested in reading and listening to God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  Fourth Street (Cullman) June 10-15 with 
Tommy Peeler 7 PM (?).  Elgin Hills (East of Florence) June 10-15 with Isaac 
Munoz 7 PM.  College View Lectureship June 11-14 Speakers:  Dee Bowman, 
Russ Bowman, Jason Cicero, Steve Patton.  Highway 157 (Cullman) June 17-20 
with Doy Moyer 7 PM.  Eastside (Athens) with Greg Chandler June 17-22 Mon - 
Fri 10:00 AM & 7 PM.  Isbell June 17-20 with Bob Harkrider – Mon -Wed 7:30 
PM.  If you know of meetings that should be listed, please let me know. 

NOTE: To have information put in the bulletin please get it to Jerry before 
Saturday afternoon.    

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• The religion of some is well-developed at the mouth but 
 lame in the hands and feet. 
 
• Plan ahead: it wasn't raining when Noah built the ark.   
 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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THE LURE OF THE EASY WAY 
By Dan S. Shipley 

 
 "And Jeroboam said in his heart, Now shall the kingdom 
return to the house of David: if this people go up to do 
sacrifice in the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, then shall the 
heart of this people turn again unto their lord, even unto 
Rehoboam king of Judah, and they shall kill me, and go 
again to Rehoboam king of Judah.”  (1Kings 12:26,27) 
 Whether or not Jeroboam's fears were well founded is 
uncertain.  However, of one thing we can be sure.  He was 
more concerned about the people's loyalty to him than to 
God.  To accomplish his aims, he shrewdly baits his trap 
with something that entices most all men — the lure of the 
easy way.  He told them, "It is too much for you to go up to 
Jerusalem...” Little did it matter, apparently, that he gave 
them idols, pretended priests and pagan worship.  The 
important thing was that he provided them with an easy 
religion — and that overshadowed all else.  They became 
victims of the easy way. 
 Many are the mortals who have succumbed to the lure of 
the easy way, both spiritually and otherwise.  Our advertising 
agencies have learned the devil's sales pitch well.  They tell 
you how to lose weight — the easy way.  They offer easy 
ways to quit smoking, to achieve physical fitness or financial 
independence.  People haven't changed much since 
Jeroboam's day.  They still fall for the same old bait, "the 
easy way"; and in doing so have filled the prisons, swelled 
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the welfare rolls and lengthened unemployment lines (Not to 
mention the irretrievable waste of time, talent and potential). 
 And, as in Jeroboam's day, the easy way is still a popular 
way in religion.  The prospects of having to "go up to 
Jerusalem" (or even across town) is still too much for too 
many.  They would take the denying self out of following 
Christ; the giving diligence out of seeking approval; and the 
striving out of entering in at the strait gate.  Such would have 
the benefits without the bother.  As Jesus says of others, 
"They have their reward." 
 As might be expected, even the Lord's church has been 
touched by the lure of the easy way.  It is felt in our teaching 
program when preachers and teachers find it "too much" to 
make adequate preparation of their lessons and when Bible 
class students find it "too much" to study and prepare 
assigned work.  It affects our visitation program when 
members find it "too much" to leave their comfortable homes 
and TV programs to call on the sick or unfaithful.  It affects 
our personal evangelism program when brethren think it "too 
much" to try and teach others the way of salvation.  It affects 
the purity of the church when we think it "too much" to finally 
discipline the unruly among us.  Of all things that contribute 
to the weakening of the church, none is more influential than 
taking the easy way. 
 The narrow way can never be the easy way.  Not only are 
the ways different, they lead to different destinations (Matt. 
7:14).  "Going up to Jerusalem" may require self-denial, 
sacrifice and hard work but it's the way of the cross — and 
that leads home.  
 
 

“JUST AN ORDINARY CHRISTIAN” 
By J. F. Dancer, Jr. 

 
 Do you think of yourself as “just an ordinary Christian?”  
Are you one of those who says, “I will never be a preacher” 
or “I will never be an elder” or “I will never teach a Bible 
class” so “I guess I am just an ordinary Christian?”  I have 
heard many make such remarks.  Generally, I didn’t think 
there was anything wrong with thinking like that.  But then I 
read an article entitled “The Menace of Mediocrity” and it 
made me change my thinking. 
 Synonyms for “mediocre” are average, fair, indifferent, 
so-so, and moderate.  Something that is mediocre is 
related to being inferior, poor, common, ordinary and 

unexceptional.  Think about this.  On the surface it may 
seem that average, ordinary or mediocre things are of little 
consequence but when it comes to serving God this 
presents a grave danger. 
 Christians in Philippi were encouraged to “press toward 
the mark for the prize of the high calling of Christ (Phil. 3:14).  
Back in Phil. 1:9 they were encouraged to have a love that 
would “abound more and more” in real knowledge and 
discernment. 
 The one talent servant of Matt. 25:14-30 was not 
condemned by his master for his lack of ability.  He probably 
just considered himself “ordinary” in comparison to the other 
servants.  But it is a fact that his master recognized how 
much ability he had and only gave him the amount of money 
that he had the ability to use.  The condemnation came 
because he didn’t use his ability!  He was called wicked and 
slothful simply because he didn’t press toward the mark of 
his ability. 
 Ordinary (average or mediocre) members of the church 
can function without much faith.  They can be content 
without ever trying to convert another since they leave this 
work to the “specialists” (elders, preachers, class 
teachers, etc.) in the church.  They feel little concern about 
the condition of the meeting house or about worship and 
study periods being carried on properly and in an orderly 
manner (1Cor. 14:30).  They may complain about these 
some. 
 God expects us to put forth our best effort to serve him 
and in that service be a good example to those of the world 
(Matt. 5:13-16).  People like Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Moses, 
Lois, and Eunice were not just “ordinary” children of God.  
They were people who took serving God seriously and who 
really exerted themselves and made personal sacrifices in 
order to please God and impress the world with their 
devotion. 
 Paul prayed the Colossian saints would be ‘fruitful in 
every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God” 
(Col. 1:9).  How they responded is not revealed.  We should 
all learn from that prayer and determine that we would never 
be satisfied in being an “ordinary” (average or mediocre) 
member of the family of God.  Peter reminded the saints 
they were a special people (1Pet. 2:9) and being such 
should work to be excellent examples (1Pet. 2:10,11) to the 
world in which they lived and to each other.  So must we 
today! 


