
 SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
VISITORS: If you are visiting with us, we welcome you and ask that you please 
sign our guest book and fill out a visitor’s card and put it in the collection basket 
or give it to one of the men in the congregation. 

SCHEDULE: The schedule for July is posted on the bulletin board so the men 
can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  There is no current news regarding the sick due to the 
editor being out of town.   If you know of someone who is sick, please tell Bruce 
Tooley, who is making announcements in July. 

OUT OF TOWN:  Jerry and Dottie Henderson are out of town today.  They are 
attending their grandson’s wedding in Georgia.  They will be back home on the 
23rd or 24th. 

NEW PROGRAMS: Our teaching bulletin is inserted once each quarter in the Red 
Bay News.  Our TV/Radio program is on local Cable TV channels 12 and 97 at 6:30 
AM and 4:30 PM on Sunday and various times through the week as well as two local 
radio stations 1430 AM and 97.9 FM.  Please pray for these efforts that they will reach 
people who will be interested in reading and listening to God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS: Centerview July 22-25 with Frank Richey, 
Sun -Wed 7:30 PM; Piney Grove July 29 - Aug 1 with Ken Chapman, Mon - Wed 
7 PM.  If you know of meetings that should be listed, please let me know. 

NOTE: To have information put in the bulletin please get it to Jerry before 
Saturday afternoon.    

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• If you aren’t big enough for criticism, you are really too 
 small for praise. 
 
• The man who deserts truth in trifles cannot be trusted in 
 matters of importance. 
 
• He who stands high in his own estimation is still a long 
 way from the top. 
 
• The Devil is willing for a man to preach the truth, as long 
 as he doesn’t practice it. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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A LIVING, TRANSFORMING HOPE 
by Paul Earnhart 

 
 It is reported that several years ago researchers did a 
study to determine the effect hope has on those undergoing 
hardship.  Two sets of laboratory rats were placed in 
separate tubs of water from which they could not escape 
unaided.  The researchers left one set in the water and 
found that within an hour the exhausted rats all drowned. 
 The other rats were periodically lifted out of the water and 
then returned.  These animals swam for over 24 hours.  
Why?  Not because they were given rest, but because they 
had hope!  They had come to believe that if they held out 
just a little longer, someone would reach down and rescue 
them.  Without defending what seems to have been a rather 
cruel experiment, we simply observe that if this is the effect 
of hope on unthinking rodents, what must its power be in 
the lives of human beings? 
 There is nothing so critical to the success of gospel 
teaching as that it gives genuine hope to sincere hearers.  
Any supposed teaching of Christ which drives honest 
searching hearts to despair is a subversion of God's 
gracious purpose.  ``Thus God, determining to show more 
abundantly to the heirs of promise the immutability of His 
counsel, confirmed it by an oath, that by two immutable 
things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we might have 
strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of 
the hope set before us'' (Hebrews 6:17-18). 
 We do not speak here of the proud, the insincere, the 
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worldly hearers.  The gospel is designed to cause them to 
stumble in their lusts.  But genuine and humble souls should 
be made to rejoice at the implications of the story of the 
cross.  However much tempered with sobriety, the response 
of such people to the preaching of Jesus should always, at 
last, be joy. 
 This is not to deny that the gospel begins with a 
profoundly painful indictment of sin, but it is easy to say that 
such should not be the final impact of the message.  If the 
preaching of Christ begins by driving us to our knees in 
repentance, it must end by lifting us to our feet in confident 
faith and hope.  Paul says that we are saved ``in hope'' 
(Romans 8:24) and truer words were never spoken.  It is the 
confidence we feel in God's gracious promises and the 
assurance He gives us of our power to obtain them by faith 
that keeps us going and growing, serving God through good 
times and bad. 
 And there is every reason that those who have trusted in 
Christ should have a bright and confident hope.  The most 
wonderful thing has already happened.  God, in the cross, 
has demonstrated His love for us so powerfully that we can 
never again have cause to doubt the depth of His 
commitment (Romans 5:8; 8:31).  As Paul wonderingly 
asks, if that is what God is willing to do for His enemies, 
what would He be willing to do for His friends (5:10-11)?  It 
is beyond imagining! 
 
 

DELIBERATE DISCIPLESHIP 
by Dan Shipley 

 
 The deliberate disciple is one who faithfully follows 
Christ as the result of careful and considered decisions 
based on New Testament evidence.  All that he does in 
becoming and being a Christian is determined by what he 
has learned from the word of God.  His relationship with the 
Lord is a deliberated one from its very beginning.  As Jesus 
says, "Every one that hath heard from the Father, and hath 
learned, cometh unto me'' (Jhn. 6:45).  Men may come to 
religion without hearing and learning God's truth, but no 
man can come to the Saviour and salvation without it.  This 
means that Christ does not come to certain men, 
regardless of their will (predestination) and that men do not 
come to Christ through their feelings or experiences. 

 Accordingly, when men get serious about saving their 
souls, it is a time for careful deliberation on the matter of 
WHAT IS RIGHT and whether they are willing to submit to it 
(or, counting the cost, Lk. 14:28).  Regrettably, the issue of 
what-is-right has been largely overshadowed by the 
question of who-is-right.  Settling the former would settle 
the latter and would go a long way toward eliminating 
people-oriented religion.  Since no man can be right with 
God without abiding in the doctrine of Christ (2Jhn. 9), that 
must be our sole standard of authority.  He who claims the 
right to rule says that men are to observe all the things He 
has commanded (Mt. 28:20), and that we will be judged by 
His words (Jhn. 12:48).  He who esteems the Lord's 
precepts to be right (Ps. 110:128) will carefully weigh ALL 
on the scales of divine truth. 
 Only thusly do believers learn that union with Christ 
involves repentance, confession and baptism (see Acts 
2:38; Rom. 10:10; 6:1-6; Gal. 3:27).  No relationship is 
more important or more deserving of solemn and careful 
deliberation.  This coming to Christ must be seen as 
much more than "joining the church'' or "getting 
baptized.’’  Neither is to be a rash act of emotionalism, 
the importance of which is soon forgotten.  A 
premeditated and carefully thought-out decision about 
coming to Christ initially will make subsequent following 
much easier. 
 For instance, deciding--and I mean really deciding!--to 
make Christ the Lord of one's life eliminates all the "little'' 
decisions that plague weak and halfhearted followers.  The 
matter of whether to be present for Bible classes and 
worship was settled with the deliberated decision to 
become a Christian.  Those who have to ponder about 
whether or not they'll resist every little temptation that 
comes along obviously have never really resolved the basic 
issue about putting God first in all things--they have never 
made a deliberated commitment. 
 Not, of course, that such a commitment would always 
insure faithfulness--but it certainly would encourage it.  In 
fact, there is no facet of our work and worship that would 
not be enhanced when prefaced by careful deliberation.  
Without it there cannot be the sense of purpose that is so 
vital to our perseverance.  The deliberate disciple has his 
mind made up about serving the Lord.  He aims to go to   
heaven--on purpose! 

-- Via Plain Talk, vol. 16, no. 2, April, 1979 


