
 SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
VISITORS: If you are visiting with us, we welcome you and ask that you please 
sign our guest book and fill out a visitor’s card and put it in the collection basket 
or give it to one of the men in the congregation. 

SCHEDULE: The schedule for August will be posted on the bulletin board so the 
men can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

OUT OF TOWN: Richard and Beth Hammock are out of town for a few days.   

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Woody Edwards’ sister-in-law has been moved to a nursing 
home in Athens, AL.  Peggy Tiffin spent a night in the Red Bay hospital because of an 
infection but is now at home doing some better.  Jack and Brenda Elliott have both 
been sick.  Jack is doing better, but Brenda is still not feeling well.   Helen Sparks has 
health issues that sometimes keep her from services.   There may be others who are 
sick that I am unaware of, if so, please tell Bruce Tooley, since he is making 
announcements in July. 

NEW PROGRAMS: Our teaching bulletin is inserted once each quarter in the Red 
Bay News.  Our TV/Radio program is on local Cable TV channels 12 and 97 at 6:30 
AM and 4:30 PM on Sunday and various times through the week as well as two local 
radio stations 1430 AM and 97.9 FM.  Please pray for these efforts that they will reach 
people who will be interested in reading and listening to God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  Piney Grove July 29 - Aug 1 with Ken 
Chapman, 7 PM;  Needmore Aug 5 - 7 with Ben May, 7 PM;  Underwood Heights 
(Florence) Aug 12 - 17 with Tim Sutton & Lonnie Oldag (both will speak at each 
service); 7 PM;  Eastside (Russellville) Aug 12-17 with Steve Klein, Sunday eve. 
7:30 and weekdays 7 PM.  If you know of meetings that should be listed, please 
let me know. 

NOTE: To have information put in the bulletin please get it to Jerry before 
Saturday afternoon.    

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• Don’t think you are wasting time while you are learning 
 God’s word. 
 
• If fifty million people say a foolish thing over and over, it is 
 still a foolish thing. (Think about this when you “like” something on 
 Facebook jlh) 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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LESSONS FROM A HUMOROUS STORY 
 
 This 85-year-old couple, having been married almost 60 years, had 
died in a car crash.  They had been in good health the last ten years, 
mainly due to her interest in health food, and exercise.  
 When they reached the pearly gates, Peter took them to their mansion 
which was decked out with a beautiful kitchen, master bath suite and 
Jacuzzi.  As they "oohed and aahed," the old man asked Peter how much 
all this was going to cost.  "It's free," Peter replied, "this is Heaven."  
 Next, they went out back to see the championship golf course that the 
home backed up to.  They would have golfing privileges every day and  
each week the course changed to a new one representing the great golf 
courses on Earth.   The old man asked, "What are the green fees?"  
Peter's reply, "This is heaven, you play for free."  
 Next, they went to the club house and saw the lavish buffet lunch with 
the cuisines of the world laid out. "How much to eat?" asked the old man.  
"Don't you understand yet?  This is heaven, it is free!" Peter replied.  
 "Well, where are the low fat and low cholesterol foods?" the old man 
asked timidly.  "That's the best part," explained Peter, "you can eat as 
much as you  like of whatever you like, and you never get fat and you 
never get sick. This is Heaven!"  
 The old man looked at his wife and said, "You and your bran muffins!  I 
could have been here ten years ago." 

 The above little story made its way to Dottie's computer 
via email years ago and I have no idea where or who it came 
from.  I realize that it has a humorously perverted, as well as 
a carnal view of heaven, but it seems to me we can learn a 
couple of good lessons from it. 
 First, it makes us realize our responsibilities to each other, 
particularly in the relationship of husbands and wives to take 
care of each other.  We all need to be reminded (no not 
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"nagged") from time to time about our need for self-control 
and leaving off things that are bad for us, not only in the 
realm of food but in other areas as well, especially in the 
area of morals.  There are so many things that "look good" 
and in fact are enjoyable but are bad for our spiritual health.  
So, we need folks around us that will help us to remember 
what's good for us.  2Pet 2:5-10 talks about some spiritual 
characteristics that we must put on to be pleasing to God 
and then in verses 12,13 he says he would not be negligent 
to put them in remembrance of these things, even though 
they know them and were established in the present truth.  
We need to be reminded of what is good for us.  This man's 
wife reminded him of what was best for him physically and 
extended his life by ten years.  We also need to be reminded 
of what is good for us physically, but especially what's good 
for us spiritually so that our lives may be extended eternally. 
 This humorous story also makes a good point about the 
kind of desire we ought to have regarding going to heaven.  If 
we could really appreciate what heaven will be, we would all 
be in a hurry to get there.  John, in the last part of Revelation 
21, gives a very beautiful picture of heaven.  We read such 
passages, but we just don't seem to grasp the beauty and 
value of heaven.  In Matthew 13:44-46, Jesus describes the 
kingdom of heaven as something that a person would sell all 
that he has to possess.  Again, in Mark 8:36,37 Jesus depicts 
the soul as being more valuable than the whole world.  This 
fleshly body will return to the dust from which it came but the 
spirit will return to God who gave it Eccl 12:7.  However, it 
depends on how we have prepared while here on earth 
whether the soul's destination is heaven or hell.  We should 
have a strong desire to go be with God in heaven.  Don't you 
think this is what Paul had in mind in Philippians 1:23,24, 
when he said: "For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire 
to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better:  
Nevertheless, to abide in the flesh is more needful for you."  
Paul realized, as should we, that heaven is far superior to 
anything we can have in the flesh, that is, in this life, and he 
had a desire to go be with Christ.  Just how strong is our 
desire to go to heaven?  Just what all are we willing to give up 
in order to go be with God in heaven?   
 Even though the foregoing story was, I suppose, intended to 
be humorous and we all know it does not in any way accurately 
depict heaven, it should make us think about our responsibilities 
to each other and our desire to go to heaven.  jlh 
 

IDLENESS 
By W.R. Jones 

 
 We are all acquainted with an old adage which says, "An 
idle mind is the devil's workshop." It is possible for one to 
misuse his mind and it is possible for one to allow his mind 
to become disused.  God condemns both.  We frown 
exceedingly upon the person who misuses his mind by 
allowing it to be filled with lust, avarice, and hate, but we 
have failed to understand that disuse or idleness of the mind 
concerning the things of the Lord will bring "spiritual decay." I 
am told the following story which very graphically shows 
"disuse will result in decay." 
 Victorious Roman Legions, left behind to rule a defeated 
Spain, built an aqueduct in Segovia in AD 109.  And for 1800 
years - sixty generations - that aqueduct carried sparkling 
water to hot and dusty Segovians.  About the turn of the 
twentieth century, thoughtful Spaniards decided the 
aqueduct should be preserved for posterity, and so should 
be relieved of its age-old labor.  They laid modern pipelines 
and stopped the flow that for years had gushed and gurgled 
in the aqueduct.  Shortly after, the aqueduct began to fall 
apart.  The blazing sun dried the mortar and made it 
crumble.  Its stones sagged and fell and soon it lay in ruins.  
What ages of SERVICE could not destroy, idleness rapidly 
disintegrated. 
 There are many people today who use their minds to dwell 
upon the very "rot" of the earth.  Concerning such people, God 
expressed the following attitude in the long ago.  "And God saw 
that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and it 
grieved him at his heart" (Gen 6:5-6).  It grieves God to see His 
creation engaged in the distortion of their minds. 
 I believe it can be said with equal force that God is also 
grieved to see our minds lying idle in spiritual disuse.  For 
this very reason Paul admonished.  "Meditate upon these 
things, give thyself wholly to them that thy profiting may 
appear to all" (1Tim 4:15).  And again, "Finally brethren, 
whatsoever things are true.  whatsoever things are honest, 
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are lovely, 
whatsoever things are of good report: if there be any virtue, if 
there be any praise, think on these things (Phil 4:8). 
 May God help us all to study and meditate upon his Holy 
Word.  And, by all means remember: "Disuse Will Result in 
Decay."  


