
 SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
VISITORS: If you are visiting with us, we welcome you and ask that you please 
sign our guest book and fill out a visitor’s card and put it in the collection basket 
or give it to one of the men in the congregation. 

SCHEDULE: The schedule for August is posted on the bulletin board so the men 
can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

OUT OF TOWN:  Jerry and Dottie Henderson began their vacation August 13th 
and plan to be home August 28th.  They solicit your prayers as they travel to visit 
friends in Sunnyside, Washington where Jerry preached prior to  moving here 
and then on to Anchorage, AK for the balance of their vacation. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  There is no current news regarding the sick due to the editor 
being on vacation.  If you know of any who are sick, please inform the one who is 
making the announcements. 

NEW PROGRAMS: Our teaching bulletin is inserted once each quarter in the Red 
Bay News.  Our TV/Radio program is on local Cable TV channels 12 and 97 at 6:30 
AM and 4:30 PM on Sunday and various times through the week as well as two local 
radio stations 1430 AM and 97.9 FM.  Please pray for these efforts that they will reach 
people who will be interested in reading and listening to God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS: There is no current news about meetings or 
singings due to the editor being on vacation.  If you know of any in the area, 
please inform the one who is doing the announcements. 

 

 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• Prayer is the key of the morning and the bolt of the evening. 
 
• Aim at heaven and you will get earth thrown in.  Aim at 
 earth and you get neither. 
 
• It is easy to hate and difficult to love; good things are 
 difficult to achieve and bad things are very easy to get. 
 
• “Every action we take, everything we do, is either a victory 
 or defeat in the struggle to become what we want to be.” 
 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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WHAT IS MY GIFT TO GOD? 
By J. F. Dancer 

 

 On the first day of every week Christians are given an 
opportunity to give to God in a special way.  That is a portion 
of our prosperity is given into a common treasury 
(1Corinthians 16:1-2).  From this collected treasury of dollars 
and cents the work that a congregation does is financed.  
Sermons are preached in regard to the amount of this gift 
and the disposition of the heart of the giver (2Corinthians 
9:7).  There are even some private discussions as to what 
percentage of our total income is to be given and usually 
there is no specific percentage decided upon. 
 There are principles to be followed: (1) It is to be planned 
beforehand (2Corinthians 9:7).  (2) It is to be done cheerfully 
(same verse).  (3) It is to be done with simplicity—liberality, 
NASV (Romans 12:8).  (4) It shows the sincerity of our love 
(2Corinthians 8:8).  (5) It may vary from week to week 
depending upon our prosperity—income (1Corinthians 16:2).  
(6) It is to be done willingly—not grudging or feelings of 
necessity (2Corinthians 9:7). 
 Seems kind of complicated, doesn’t it?  Some people look 
at all of this and then say, "It really doesn’t matter so long as 
your heart is right with God.”  Others just give a little of what 
they have left over from their weekly spending.  Some spend 
more for lunch on Sunday, after "going to church", than they 
give for the work of God.  Yes, I’ve had people confess this 
to me.  Is our service to God really that complicated? 
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 I don’t believe it is.  I believe the answer is found in a 
statement Paul, by inspiration, made in regard to some 
Christians in Macedonia in 2Corinthians 8:5.  Note that 
before they gave any money they "first gave their own selves 
to the Lord.”  After having given themselves to the Lord they 
were so generous that Paul was amazed!  In fact, he thought 
they gave more than God expected but they insisted that he 
accept this gift. 
 When we "first give ourselves to the Lord" there will be no 
question as to what comes first—sports or Bible study, late 
Saturday night fun or rest to be alert for worship Sunday 
morning, school homework or Bible class homework, etc.  
We will make the right choice if we have presented our body 
to the Lord as a "living sacrifice" (Romans 12:1). 
 We live in a world where religion is accepted so long as 
one doesn’t become a "fanatic.”  It is o.k. to be a sports 
"fanatic" (fan) but it is unacceptable to the world to be a 
religious one.  Too many of God’s children had rather 
conform to the world than to be transformed into the image 
of Christ as they pattern their lives after the scriptures.  And, 
after all, what sacrifice have I really made in my "gift to 
God"?  As a Christian I already belong to God as a 
purchased possession (1Corinthians 6:20).  When I give the 
money that I have accumulated by whatever honest means I 
am simply returning something to him that is already his but 
that I have been given the privilege of using. 
 As a "faithful steward" God expects me to use everything 
he enables me to have with extreme care.  This means what 
I spend on myself and my family as well as the amount that I 
give for the work God has ordained the church to do.  May 
my "gift to God" be such as that of the Christians of 
Macedonia. 

Via Southside Informer, 6-15-14 
 

 
DEMONIZING THE OPPOSITION 

By David King 

 
 When people disagree with each other, there is a temptation to 
exaggerate the differences and impugn each other’s motives.  We only 
hurt ourselves when we do that.  
 “And many of them said, ‘He has a demon and is mad.  Why do you 
listen to Him?’  Others said, ‘These are not the words of one who has a 
demon.  Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?’”  (Jhn.10:20-21). 

 This exchange among the Jews who heard the teaching of Jesus 
illustrates a common mistake that people often make when pigeon-holing 
those with whom they disagree.  Notice that some refused even to listen 
to Jesus because they had concluded “he has a demon and is mad.” 
 By labeling Jesus as the very epitome of the devil himself, any 
possibility of bridging the gap between themselves and Him was lost.  
Today, we call this strategy “demonizing the opposition,” and employ it to 
great effect.  Political discourse is loaded with it, particularly around 
election times.  Politicians accuse each other of the most sinister motives 
in an effort to discredit their opponents in front of the electorate (“why do 
you listen to him?”). 
 Married couples employ the same device when explaining their 
problems to a counselor.  Whatever qualities may have attracted them to 
each other in the beginning are now gone, replaced by the most 
despicable attitudes and behaviors —at least judging by the language 
they use to describe each other.  Each party is convinced they are now 
married to a demon.  Until the partners can move beyond such alarmist 
rhetoric, reconciliation will be almost impossible.  
 The truth here, of course, is that the opposition is almost never as bad 
as we make them out to be.  By painting our opponent in the worst 
possible light, and ignoring any positive qualities that might exist, we 
create a caricature of the real person.  We may convince ourselves that 
we’re dealing with a devil, but the more likely reality is that we are dealing 
with another human being, a creature possessing many of the same traits, 
ambitions, longings—and flaws—as ourselves.  As long as we fixate on 
the flaws, even to the point of exaggerating them, we blind ourselves to 
whatever good qualities or ideas our opponent may possess.  
 And by refusing to expose ourselves to what is good in others, we rob 
ourselves of the opportunity to grow from that good.  What Jesus taught 
may have sounded strange to His critics, but by labeling Him as a demon, 
they never gave themselves the chance to see the wisdom of what He 
was teaching.  We make the same mistake when we demonize those with 
whom we disagree.  They are not nearly as evil as we portray them — and 
might even have something worthwhile to say, if we would just take the 
time to listen and understand.  
 Notice that in our text, those who demonized Jesus were countered by 
others who sought to evaluate Jesus more objectively: “These are not the 
words of one who has a demon.  Can a demon open the eyes of the 
blind?”  These folks may not have been entirely convinced yet, but at least 
they allowed the possibility that this was something they needed to 
seriously consider.  God can work with people like that. 
 In the end, demonizing the opposition is usually just a way of avoiding 
the hard task of confronting the need for change in our own lives.  The 
real demon is not our opponent, but ourselves.  

 


