
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
VISITORS: If you are visiting with us, we welcome you and ask that you please 
sign our guest book and fill out a visitor’s card and put it in the collection basket 
or give it to one of the men in the congregation. 

SCHEDULE: The schedule for September is posted on the bulletin board so the 
men can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

OUT OF TOWN:  I do not know of any who are out of town this week.  Jerry and 
Dottie Henderson thoroughly enjoyed their vacation and are glad to be back. 
Thanks for allowing us to have the time off and for your prayers for our safety. 

SYMPATHY:  Our sympathy is extended to Dottie Henderson in the death of her 
uncle, Joel Black this past week.  His funeral was yesterday. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Brenda Elliott was not feeling well this past Wednesday 
evening, but hopefully she is feeling better now 

NEW PROGRAMS: Our teaching bulletin is inserted once each quarter in the Red 
Bay News.  Our TV/Radio program is on local Cable TV channels 12 and 97 at 6:30 
AM and 4:30 PM on Sunday and various times through the week as well as two local 
radio stations 1430 AM and 97.9 FM.  Please pray for these efforts that they will reach 
people who will be interested in reading and listening to God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS: Kelly Spring Road (Harvest, AL); Sept 9-12 
with Caleb Westbrook 7 PM (?).  Market Street (Athens, AL); Sept. 16-20 with 
Paul Sheehan 7 PM (?).  Riverbend (East of Florence, AL); Sept 23-28 with Ben 
Walker Mon-Fri 7 PM.  Eastside (Athens, AL) with Doy Moyer; Sept. 23-25 Mon - 
Tues 7 PM. Hillsboro Heights (Moulton, AL); Sept 30 - Oct 5 with Tom Holly; Mon 
- Fri 7 PM.  If you know of any other meetings in the area, please tell the one 
who is making announcements. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• We might all be more successful if we followed the advice 
 we gave to others. 
 
• Neutrality in religion is the same as surrender to the Devil. 
 
• Being ignorant is not so much a shame as being unwilling 
 to learn. 
 
• There is never a wrong time to do the right thing. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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IS BOOK, CHAPTER, AND VERSE  
PREACHING OUTDATED? 

By Allan Turner 
 
 The Word of God tells us that whatever we do in word or 
deed must be done in the name of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ (Colossians 3:17).  This means that if we are 
going to say it or do it, we must have a “thus saith the Lord” 
for it.  Additionally, we learn that even our thoughts are to be 
governed by the Word of God (compare Proverbs 27:3; 
Matthew 5:27-28; Romans 12:3).  In fact, God, through His 
revealed Word, “has given us all things that pertain to life 
and godliness” (2Peter 1:3).  In other words, God’s people, 
through a study of His Word, can be complete and 
thoroughly equipped for every good work, and this is why “All 
Scripture… is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness” (2Timothy 3:16-
17).  Consequently, if anyone speaks, he ought to speak as 
“the oracles of God” (1Peter 4:11). 
 Our allegiance to these truths has made us the unique 
people we are: a people dedicated to God and His Word.  
We have demanded book, chapter, and verse for everything 
we do in all of life.  Like the noble Bereans, we have 
“searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these 
things were so” (Acts 17:11).  While others around us have 
floundered in a sea of subjectivity, we have stood on the 
bedrock of that objective standard found in God’s Word.  
While those about us were allowing themselves to be further 
secularized, we were busy being molded into a seemingly 
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ragtag group of “strangers and pilgrims on earth” (Hebrews 
11:13; 1Peter 2:11-12). 
 But an ill wind has begun to blow within churches of 
Christ.  Even though we correctly resisted the unscriptural 
schemes of our more liberal brethren, who turned their 
meeting houses into holy gymnasiums and “Family Life 
Centers,” regrettably, we still fell victim to the various secular 
philosophies of our age.  Humanism, rationalism, pragmatism, 
materialism, and hedonism form the foundation of the 
“American Dream” that has, in turn, taken its toll on us all.  
Our “can-do” spirit has taken us from an on-our-knees study 
of God’s Word to a stand-on-our-own-two-feet, we-can-do-it-
through-science-and-technology mentality.  Such has moved 
us away from our duties to God and caused us to seek 
personal gratification (i.e. the satisfaction of needs) in all that 
we do.  As a result, churches are seen by many as country 
clubs — “places” created solely for the purpose of satisfying 
our “needs.”  Consequently, “worship” must be entertaining, 
and will certainly be seen as a failure unless it promotes our 
self-esteem. 
 Discouraged by society’s resistance to the gospel of 
Christ, and influenced by the previously mentioned mentality, 
some have begun constructing a gospel that is pleasing and 
acceptable to those who are “this worldly.”  Therefore, the 
latest self-centered theories from pop psychology, sociology, 
and success/motivation training have been “baptized” in 
biblical language and passed off as gospel truth.  Bowing to 
the totem of the self-actualized, autonomous SELF, more 
and more are rejecting what is being called the “sin-oriented, 
negative message” of the Bible and are replacing it with the 
“feel-good-about-yourself” gospel of self-love. 
 In order to become successful in such an environment, 
some gospel preachers have become counselors and 
therapists.  Instead of addressing the timeless message of 
God's Word to the real problems of life, these preachers 
have poured over their secular books and accommodated 
the Bible to the messages found in them.  Consequently, 
personal charm, eloquent speech, academic credentials, and 
organizational ability are becoming much more important 
than a preacher’s knowledge of God’s Word.  Of course, 
other than a preacher’s general faithfulness to the Lord, 
there is not anything more important than his knowledge of 
the Word of God.  But because many other qualities are 
more important than a preacher’s knowledge of God’s Word, 
we are losing our biblical world view, both in the pulpit and 

the pews.  Many are no longer preaching book, chapter, and 
verse and many of the brethren “love to have it so” (compare 
Jeremiah 5:31). 
 Like those of old who did not endure sound doctrine, but 
according to their own desires, and because of their “itching 
ears,” heaped to themselves false teachers, many among us 
are turning their ears away from the truth and are turning to 
fables (2Timothy 4:3-4).  The only thing that will prevent this 
ill wind from turning into a full-scale cyclone of apostasy is 
repentance and a return to the objective standard of God’s 
Word.  If we are to be the unique people our Lord created us 
to be, then we must demand a “thus saith the Lord” for 
everything we do in every facet of our lives.  We must 
demand that the Word of God be the only standard used to 
“convince,” “rebuke,” and “exhort” us, “with all longsuffering 
and teaching” (2Timothy 4:1-2). 
 Is book, chapter, and verse preaching outdated?  Among 
some, yes.  But among God’s peculiar people it is the “power 
of God unto salvation for everyone who believes … For in it 
the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it 
is written, ‘The just shall live by faith’” (Romans 1:16-17). 
 
 
A SEXUAL CRISIS FOR THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

By Kyle Campbell 
 
Last week, Archbishop Carlo Maria Vigano, a former 

Vatican envoy to the United States, said he had told Pope 
Francis of the sexual abuse allegations against prominent 
US cardinal Theodore McCarrick in 2013.  But rather than 
punish McCarrick, who was forced to resign last month, 
Vigano said Francis had lifted sanctions imposed on him by 
his predecessor Pope Benedict XVI.  Pope Francis has 
declined to comment on the claim that he ignored the abuse 
allegations Cardinal Daniel DiNardo, president of the U.S.  
Conference of Catholic Bishops, will not defend Pope 
Francis.  He said, “The questions raised deserve answers 
that are conclusive and based on evidence.” 

This horrifying news reminds me of 1Timothy 4:3.  
People who depart from the faith will “forbid to marry,” and 
this certainly has contributed to the pedophilia we have seen 
in the Catholic Church over the last 25 years.  This is a sad 
reminder of what happens when people stray from sound 
doctrine, and why we continue to uphold sound doctrine in 
faithful churches of our Lord. 


