
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
VISITORS: If you are visiting with us, we welcome you and ask that you please 
sign our guest book and fill out a visitor’s card and put it in the collection basket 
or give it to one of the men in the congregation. 

SCHEDULE: The schedule for September is posted on the bulletin board so the 
men can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

OUT OF TOWN:  I do not know of any who are out of town this week.   

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Helen Sparks broke her ankle and is currently in the Tupelo 
Hospital in room 177.  However, they are planning to move her to a rehabilitation facility 
sometime this week, possibly to one in Fulton.  Virgie Waddle fell August 29 and has a 
cracked rib and a hairline fracture in her wrist.  However, she was feeling a good bit  
better this past week. Donna Criswell has not been feeling well, but hopes to be at 
services today. 

NEW PROGRAMS: Our teaching bulletin is inserted once each quarter in the Red 
Bay News.  Our TV/Radio program is on local Cable TV channels 12 and 97 at 6:30 
AM and 4:30 PM on Sunday and various times through the week as well as two local 
radio stations 1430 AM and 97.9 FM.  Please pray for these efforts that they will reach 
people who will be interested in reading and listening to God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  Market Street (Athens, AL); Sept. 16-20 with 
Paul Sheehan 7 PM (?).  Riverbend (East of Florence, AL); Sept 23-28 with Ben 
Walker Mon-Fri 7 PM.  Eastside (Athens, AL) with Doy Moyer; Sept. 23-25 Mon - 
Tues 7 PM. Hillsboro Heights (Moulton, AL); Sept 30 - Oct 5 with Tom Holly; Mon 
- Fri 7 PM.  If you know of any other meetings in the area, please tell the one 
who is making announcements. 

 

 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• It is better to be despised for the right than to be praised 
 for the wrong. 
 
• It is far better to live for Christ than to later wish you had. 
 
• It takes a great deal of courage to say, No, when most 
 others are saying, Yes. 
 
• Christians should pray frequently, fervently and faithfully. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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SETTING YOUR SPIRITUAL CLOCK 

By Steve Klein 

 
 Several years ago, it was reported that the telephone 
operator in a town in Cape Cod received a call every 
morning asking for the correct time.  Finally, overcome with 
curiosity, she asked the inquirer, "Would you mind telling me 
why you call about this time every day and ask for the 
correct time?" "Sure, I'll tell you," the man said.  "I want to 
get the exact time because I'm the man who blows the 
whistle at twelve o'clock." Well, that's funny, that is," said the 
operator, "because every day at the stroke of noon I set our 
clock by your whistle." 
 How often do we set standards for ourselves based 
on what others are doing -- without even considering 
what standard they are following?  It is good to follow 
the examples of others ONLY IF those setting the 
examples are following the CORRECT standard 
themselves.  This seems to be Paul's point in Philippians 
3:16b-17 when he states, "let us walk by the same rule, 
let us be of the same mind.  Brethren, join in following 
my example, and note those who so walk, as you have 
us for a pattern." To follow the example of others without 
being aware of what standard they themselves are 
following is the height of folly.  The Scriptures speak of 
those who, "measuring themselves by themselves, and 
comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise" 
(2Corinthians 10:12).   
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Setting Your Watch 

 Every individual has a personal standard which he 
takes with him everywhere.  He may either choose to 
follow it or ignore it.  This inner standard is the 
conscience.  Like a wristwatch that we may check through 
the day to keep us "on time," the conscience can be used 
to keep us on the right track if it has been correctly set.  
But the conscience can be set by a false standard.  Saul of 
Tarsus lived "in all good conscience" when he was a 
blasphemer and persecutor of Christians (Acts 23:1; 1 
Timothy 1:13).  The individual who sets his watch by 
asking a stranger on the street for "the correct time" is a 
lot like a man who sets his moral standards and religious 
beliefs by others. 
 This careless conscience setting is seen, for example, in a 
Christian whose conscience allows him or her to wear 
immodest attire because "it is not as immodest as what 
others wear" or "other Christians dress like this." It is seen in 
the person who believes that they can be saved by "faith 
only," not because they ever read it in the Scriptures (see 
James 2:24), but because that's what their parents or 
grandparents believed.   

Setting the "Church Clock" 

 Groups of people sometimes also set their collective 
conscience by an uncertain standard.  In the days of the 
judges, Israel pled for a king; they wanted to be "like all 
the nations" (1 Samuel 8:5).  As a group of people, they 
had set their clock by the surrounding nations.  In doing 
so, they rejected the Lord as their standard of authority 
(1Samuel 8:7). 
 Even so, many churches today set their programs of work 
according to what surrounding churches (denominations) are 
doing.  Children's church, Easter observances, and "rallies" 
to entertain the young people are just a few of the practices 
adopted by some churches of Christ (so-called) which 
illustrate this point.  Each of these things have been done 
among denominations for decades, and now some churches 
of Christ are setting their clocks accordingly.  Not one of 
these practices can be found in Scripture, either by 
command, statement, apostolic example or necessary 
conclusion.  These practices are of human origin.  Jesus 
said, "in vain they worship me, teaching as doctrines the 
commandments of men" (Matthew 15:9). 

CAN YOU SEE GOD? 
By Kyle Campbell 

 
 One day a 6-year-old girl was sitting in the classroom.    
The teacher was trying to explain evolution to the children.    
The teacher asked a little boy, “Tommy, do you see the tree 
outside?”  “Yes,” said Tommy.  The teacher asked, “Tommy, 
do you see the grass outside?”  Again, Tommy said, “Yes.”  
The teacher said, “Go outside and look up and see if you 
can see the sky.”  Tommy returned a few minutes later and 
said, “Yes, I saw the sky.”  The teacher asked, “Did you see 
God?”  Tommy said, “No.”  “That’s my point,” said the 
teacher, “We can’t see God because He isn’t there.” 
 A little girl spoke up and wanted to ask Tommy some 
questions.  The teacher agreed, and the little girl asked, 
“Tommy, do you see the tree outside?”  Tommy said, “Yes.”  
She asked, “Tommy, do you see the grass outside?”  
Tommy, getting tired of the questions by this time, said, 
“Yes.”  She asked, “Tommy, do you see the teacher?”  
Tommy said, “Yes.”  She asked, “Do you see her brain?”  
Tommy said, “No.”  She asked, “Does that mean she doesn’t 
have one?”  
 Hebrews 11:1 says, “Now faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”  The third verse 
adds, “Through faith we understand that the worlds were 
framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen 
were not made of things which do appear.”  The portrait of 
the Creator that emerges from mankind’s scientific data is 
uncannily consistent with the description of the God whose 
identity is spelled out in the pages of the Bible.  Psalm 19:1-
3 says, “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the 
firmament sheweth his handywork.  Day unto day uttereth 
speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge.  There is 
no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard.”  In 
the New Testament, Romans 1:20 declares, “For the 
invisible things of him from the creation of the world are 
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, 
even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are 
without excuse.”  When someone willfully disregards the 
information that so eloquently demonstrates intelligence and 
purpose, they are like the one spoken of in Psalm 14:1: “The 
fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.”  Putting your 
trust in the God of the Bible is nothing less than the most 
rational and natural decision you could make, do not let 
anyone talk you out of your faith. 


