
  SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
VISITORS: If you are visiting with us, we welcome you and ask that you please 
sign our guest book and fill out a visitor’s card and put it in the collection basket 
or give it to one of the men in the congregation. 

SCHEDULE: The schedule for September is posted on the bulletin board so the 
men can see what their responsibilities are for the month.  The schedule for 
October is available for the men to see their responsibilities for next month. 

OUT OF TOWN:  David and Peggy Tiffin left on a trip to Europe this past Friday 
and will be gone through next Sunday.  Bruce and Beulah Tooley plan to be 
home from their trip in time to be at services today.  We hope they had a 
pleasant and enjoyable trip. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Helen Sparks is now in rehabilitation in The Meadows in 
Fulton, MS, in room 113.  She is in good spirits looking forward to her doctor’s visit to 
see how the broken ankle is healing.  Virgie Waddle is doing better following her fall 
August 29 that resulted in a cracked rib and a hairline fracture in her wrist.  Donna 
Criswell is doing better after not feeling well for a few days.  Brenda Elliott has not been 
feeling well for a little over a week, hopefully she is doing better now. 

TEACHING PROGRAMS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, will be 
inserted in the Red Bay News next month.  Our TV/Radio program is on local Cable 
TV channels 12 and 97 at 6:30 AM and 4:30 PM on Sunday and various times through 
the week as well as two local radio stations 1430 AM and 97.9 FM.  Jerry is also on the 
radio on 95.5 FM about 10 AM each Sunday.  Please pray for these efforts that they will 
reach people who will be interested in reading and listening to God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  Riverbend (East of Florence, AL); Sept 23-
28 with Ben Walker Mon-Fri 7 PM.  Eastside (Athens, AL) with Doy Moyer; Sept. 
23-25 Mon - Tues 7 PM. Hillsboro Heights (Moulton, AL); Sept 30 - Oct 5 with 
Tom Holly; Mon - Fri 7 PM.  If you know of any other meetings in the area, 
please tell the one who is making announcements. 

 

 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• He that is faithful in the least is faithful also in much. 
 
• He that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much. 
 
• Charity may begin at home but never ends there. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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Editor’s Note:  I can definitely identify with the first part of the following 
article and certainly hope that I identify with the second part also.  We certainly 
must work on our appreciation for what Jesus did for us through His death. 

 
U P D A T E S  

By Russ Bowman 
 

 Technologically speaking, I am a dinosaur.  I have a 
computer and a smart phone and an iPad, but my skills and 
understanding and productivity with them are fundamentally 
superficial.  I can check my email, write an article, make a phone 
call, send a text message, manage a calendar, create contacts, 
and play free cell.  But beyond that, honestly, I’m pretty 
worthless.  It’s a generational issue first.  I was in college before 
computers became a practical part of office productivity.  Just for 
perspective, I won a science fair in junior high and my prize was 
an expensive “scientific” slide rule (which I knew how to use).  
Most kids today don’t even know what that is.  I am simply a few 
years too old for the true computer age.  But, secondly, my 
primary technological obstruction is pure apathy.  I really don’t 
want to know how to write code or develop and manage a 
website.  I would much rather spend my work time studying or 
my free time doing something outside.  Computers and I-stuff 
can be fascinating and helpful, but they also frustrate me to no 
end.  Which brings me to my present circumstance... 
 I have used a computer running the Windows XP operating 
system for a long time.  I like it.  It’s familiar.  I’ve made enough 
mistakes and hit enough wrong keys through the years to 
actually have some (emphasis some) knowledge of how to use 
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it.  So, when Microsoft announced the end of support for this 
operating system, I was attentive.  Like most folks, I’ve seen my 
computers crash or become infected and I’ve wasted a lot of 
time trying to get back simple information that I wanted to keep.  
I have learned the hard way the value of computer security.  
While I rarely understand what I’m doing, I try to update and 
download and refresh and scan and reconfigure and install and 
uninstall and all of that techno-garbage jargon that my computer 
tells me to do (which is why I like bird dogs - I really do think that 
I am smarter than they are.  Not so with my computer).  But now 
I face the possibility of no further help when I suffer some 
software problem, so I have upgraded, opting for a new 
computer which is more suited to run advanced operating 
systems.  I have spent the better part of three days now, 
relearning navigation, reinstalling programs, customizing 
desktops and keyboards, updating old software and 
downloading new stuff.  And finally...finally...after three days of 
work, I can this morning type a simple sentence on a word 
processor on my new computer.  So, even with all of my 
technological disabilities, I should be good to go for years to 
come.  Except that my brand new computer with the brand new 
software is already sending me notices that I need to install 
updates.  And given that computer/software companies are “for 
profit” businesses, it’s only a matter of time before I must go 
through all of this frustration again. 
 As Christians, we sometimes fail to appreciate some of the 
most fundamental blessings which the Lord has supplied.  Due 
to culture and circumstance, we can overlook concepts and 
provisions which must have been arresting and attractive to 
those people who were first exposed to the “good news” of a 
crucified Christ.  Take, for instance, the concepts surrounding 
sacrifice.  Essentially, God authorized the children of Israel to 
sacrifice an animal as a substitute so that the guilty individual 
would not have to die for his sin.  Even a cursory examination of 
Leviticus makes that concept clear.  While God’s provision was 
indeed a blessing, that system was very demanding.  Imagine 
the effort, the cost, the graphic activity itself, and the repetition 
that such a system required.  Every time someone sinned, a 
sacrifice was demanded.  Every time a priest began his service 
in the tabernacle/temple, a sacrifice was demanded.  Every 
morning and evening; every Sabbath; every new moon; every 
festival; every Day of Atonement - a sacrifice was demanded.  
The effectivity of that system was limited.  The sacrifices, while 
acts of faith in God’s promises, were incapable of providing 
ongoing forgiveness, holiness, atonement.  They had to be 

updated, refreshed, reinstalled again and again and again.  The 
Hebrew letter underscores this repetitive process.  “For such a 
High Priest was fitting for us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, 
separate from sinners, and has become higher than the 
heavens; who does not need daily, as those high priests, to offer 
up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the people’s, for 
this He did once for all when he offered up Himself...”  (Heb 
7:26f).  “For Christ has not entered the holy places made with 
hands, which are copies of the true, but into heaven itself, now 
to appear in the presence of God for us; not that He should offer 
Himself often, as the high priest enters the Most Holy Place 
every year with blood of another - He then would have had to 
suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now, once at 
the end of the ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the 
sacrifice of Himself...”  (Heb 9:24f).  “And every priest stands 
ministering daily and offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, 
which can never take away sins.  But this Man, after He had 
offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand 
of God...”  (Heb 10:11f).  For those people who had to regularly 
repeat that bloody ritual, the thought that one sacrifice was 
sufficient to atone for every sin must have been almost 
inconceivable.  Yet, how appealing would that be?  How 
liberating was that concept?  How impressive was that sacrifice - 
how valuable that blood?  It must have been strange for the 
Jews in particular, who obeyed the gospel and never again had 
to pour out the blood of an animal to atone for their sin.  I do not 
know that they necessarily possessed more spiritual insight into 
the process of redemption than do we, but I suspect that the 
practical effects of Christ’s sacrifice were more telling in their 
lives.  Do you not think, as they bowed their head and asked for 
God’s forgiveness, that the power of His blood was not acutely 
appreciated?  We are so accustomed to the great blessings that 
come from His sacrifice, that I suspect we fail of such 
discernment.  After all, we have not been reminded over and 
over and over and over of the penalty of our sin, of the death 
demanded and the blood shed and the lives given just to make 
us acceptable to God.  How true the words of the song, 
“Hallelujah, what a Savior!” 
 Perhaps it’s a strange connection, to be reminded of the 
unlimited power of the blood shed on the cross simply because 
of the frustrations associated with updating my computer.  But I 
recognize how great it would be to possess a machine that 
never had to be changed, fixed, or upgraded.  And so should we 
appreciate how wonderful is the blessing of forgiveness that 
God has supplied. 


