
  SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
VISITORS: If you are visiting with us, we welcome you and ask that you please 
sign our guest book and fill out a visitor’s card and put it in the collection basket 
or give it to one of the men in the congregation. 

SCHEDULE: The schedule for September is posted on the bulletin board so the 
men can see what their responsibilities are for the month.  The schedule for 
October is available for the men to see their responsibilities for next month.  If 
you don’t already have a copy, please get one. 

MEN’S MEETING:  The men need to meet sometime today to talk about a 
proposal for a new computer system. 

OUT OF TOWN:  David and Peggy Tiffin are still on vacation but should be back 
home sometime this week. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Helen Sparks continues her rehabilitation in The Meadows in 
Fulton, MS, in room 113.  She is in good spirits looking forward to her doctor’s visit Oct. 
3rd to see how the broken ankle is healing.  Virgie Waddle is doing better following her 
fall, but she continues to have some pain in her broken wrist.  Donna Criswell was 
doing better but was not feeling well and missed Wednesday evening.   However, she 
was feeling better Saturday when Dottie texted her. 

TEACHING PROGRAMS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, will be 
inserted in the Red Bay News the week of Oct 7.  Our TV/Radio program is on local 
Cable TV channels 12 and 97 at 6:30 AM and 4:30 PM on Sunday and various times 
through the week as well as two local radio stations 1430 AM and 97.9 FM.  Jerry is 
also on the radio on 95.5 FM about 10 AM each Sunday.  Please pray for these efforts 
that they will reach people who will be interested in reading and listening to God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  Hillsboro Heights (Moulton, AL); Sept 30 - 
Oct 5 with Tom Holly; Mon - Fri 7 PM.  If you know of any other meetings in the 
area, please tell the one who is making announcements. 

 

 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• To lift others up, you must be on a higher plane. 
 
• Without money, a person is broke, but without love, he is 
 broken. 
 
• Giving without loving is not true giving. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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TOO LATE 
By Steve Klein 

 
 Are you ever late? Late completing assignments at school 
or work? Late getting to work, appointments, school or 
church? Are you ever too late? I've known people who got 
the time for church services wrong and drove up in the 
parking lot just as church members were coming out the 
door. I've also known people to show up for a dinner 
appointment just as everyone else was finishing dessert! 
Now that is too late! 
 What makes us late? Procrastination. Laziness. Failing 
to recognize and value opportunities. Poor scheduling. 
Not allowing for emergencies or unexpected 
circumstances. These are a few of the reasons that 
people are late for things every day. These same factors 
will cause some people to be too late when it comes to 
obeying the gospel. 
 In Matthew 25:1-13, Jesus tells a parable about ten 
virgins who were to participate in a wedding feast. They 
all waited for the appearance of the bridegroom, but the 
five "foolish virgins" had taken no oil for their lamps. Why 
not? Procrastination! Laziness! Poor planning! They 
failed to prepare properly. Then, when the bridegroom 
was delayed (an unexpected circumstance), the foolish 
virgins had to go out to buy oil. He came while they were 
out (another unexpected occurrence), and when they 
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returned, they were too late. They were not allowed 
entrance to the wedding. Imagine their frustration, sorrow 
and humiliation. 
 Another Bible example of folks who were too late is 
found in Luke 19:41-44. As Jesus approached Jerusalem, 
"He saw the city and wept over it." He foresaw the day 
when all that were within would be destroyed and the city 
would be leveled to the ground, without one stone left on 
top of another. Why would this happen to Jerusalem and 
its people? Jesus tells them that it is "because you did 
not know the time of your visitation." They missed their 
chance. 
 On the judgment day, it will be too late to obey the gospel. 
Those who squandered opportunities to heed and obey in 
this life will feel a lot like the five virgins who were shut out of 
the wedding feast - very foolish indeed. They will realize that, 
like the people of Jerusalem, they missed their chance. And 
like the children of Israel of old who disobeyed God, they will 
cry out in despair "The harvest is past, the summer is ended, 
and we are not saved!" (Jeremiah 8:20) 
 Don't allow that sickening feeling of despair and loss to be 
yours for all eternity. Life is too short, eternity is too long, and 
the risk is too great to wait too late to make your life right 
with God.  
 

 
ON A DAILY BASIS 

By Bill Hall 
 
 A man, asked recently to describe memories of his 
college days twenty-five years ago, replied, "A few big 
moments; many goofs, but, overall, pleasant memories." 
 Would these words not describe our memories of life 
generally? As we recall our years, there are always the "big" 
moments, the emotional "highs," that we love to relish. Then 
there are the "goofs," the embarrassing occasions that just 
keep coming back to haunt us. But, through it all, the 
pleasant memories sufficiently prevail to enable us to feel 
generally good about life. 
 But, in reality, success or failure in life is not 
determined by the "big moments" or "the goofs." We will 

not be eternally saved on the basis of a few great 
spiritual achievements or eternally lost on the basis of a 
few gross mistakes (assuming they have been repented 
of). Life consists of everyday actions and decisions, and 
it is these that bring ultimate success or failure, eternal 
happiness or eternal damnation. "If anyone desires to 
come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross daily, and follow Me" (Luke 9:23). 
 It is one thing to express concern for our children as we 
talk of their future spirituality and faithfulness. It is quite 
another to provide on a daily basis a spiritual atmosphere in 
the home, a good example of godliness and faithfulness, 
consistent and loving discipline and a love for God and 
respect for fellowman that are so essential to the training of 
our children. It's the little impressions that are made day by 
day that prove to be so decisive. 
 It is one thing to dream of someday being appointed an 
elder in the church. It is quite another thing to put forth the 
effort on a daily basis to learn the scriptures, to develop 
leadership ability, to grow spiritually, and to live as to gain 
the confidence of a discerning congregation. One does not 
qualify for the eldership in one big leap. It comes through 
daily development. 
 It is one thing to talk a "good line" on priorities. It is quite 
another thing to put God first on a daily basis. The devil 
knows so many ways to test our resolve in these realms. Our 
intentions are good, but, through his subtlety, he has us 
selling our souls for a mess of pottage or thirty pieces of 
silver. 
 It is one thing to think that we would die for the Lord if our 
faith were so tested. It is quite another thing truly to live for 
Him on a daily basis. Egos may be fed on the "big 
moments," but true spirituality develops through daily prayer, 
study and meditation. 
 Our lesson is this. Set your goals for the future, and set 
them high. But recognize that it's the little, day-by-day 
moments, the often-forgotten moments, accumulated 
through the years, that truly shape our destiny. Tomorrow's 
success depends upon the choices and decisions that are 
made today. Make them with care.  


