
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
VISITORS: If you are visiting with us, we welcome you and ask that you please 
sign our guest book and fill out a visitor’s card and put it in the collection basket 
or give it to one of the men in the congregation. 

SCHEDULE: The schedule for November is posted on the bulletin board so the 
men can see what their responsibilities are for the month.   

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Helen Sparks is now at home and continuing her 
recuperation from her broken ankle.  Virgie Waddle has had her cast removed and is 
wearing a brace.  Virgie Waddle’s sister Rachel Bruton is in room 104 of the Red Bay 
Hospital for physical Therapy.  Zola Basham is doing better as a result of receiving a 
shot for her back and hip pain.  Donna Criswell’s aunt, Nell Barrett, is out of the hospital 
and doing better, but Donna is having to spend a good bit of her time taking care of her. 

TEACHING PROGRAMS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, 
was inserted in the Red Bay News the week of Oct 7.  Remember our TV/Radio 
program on local Cable TV channels 12 and 97 at 6:30 AM and 4:30 PM on Sunday 
and various times through the week as well as two local radio stations 1430 AM and 
97.9 FM.  It is also on Facebook live at times.  Jerry is also on the radio on 95.5 FM 
about 10 AM each Sunday.  Please pray for these efforts that they will reach people 
who will be interested in reading and listening to God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS: Needmore Nov 11-13 with Drew Edwards 
Mon & Tue at 7 pm.  Helton Drive Fall Bible Series with Tony Mauck Nov 11-15 
at 7 pm.  If you know of any other meetings in the area, please tell the one 
making announcements. 

 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• We should always remember that cutting remarks have a 
 way of leaving scars. 
 
• Our destiny is not determined by what we possess, but by 
 what possesses us. 
 
• Those who live only for pleasure do not get real pleasure 
 out of living. 
 
• Freedom from sin does not mean free to sin. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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"CALLING ON THE LORD"  
(what it really means) 

By Tom Edwards 
 
 The Bible declares that "...whosoever will call on the name of the Lord 
will be saved" (Rom. 10:13), but exactly how is that to be done?  

Not a "Sinner's Prayer" 

 Many folks today view "calling on the Lord" as "praying a sinner's 
prayer" in order to become a Christian.  But is that what the New 
Testament teaches?  Ironically, there is no passage in the Bible that 
instructs, shows, or implies that the non-Christian becomes a child of God 
through prayer.  
 Rather, we not only see of other requirements that need to be met 
before one can become a Christian (which I'll list later), but also that 
praying for  forgiveness is one of the conditions for the Christian who 
transgresses God's word.   

Praying For Forgiveness Is For The Christian Who Falls Into Sin 

 For instance, in Acts 8:13-23, Simon had become a child of God, but 
soon sinned when he coveted the special and unique gift that the apostles 
had (to lay hands on people and impart the Holy Spirit to them).  Simon 
actually offered them money for that gift; but, as a result, was then told to  
"...repent of this wickedness of yours, and pray the Lord that, if possible, 
the intention of your heart may be forgiven you" (v. 22).    
 Corresponding to that is John's declaration in 1John 1:9 that "If we 
confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to 
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cleanse us from all unrighteousness."  Though this verse is sometimes 
used in denominational tracts, alleging that the non-Christian can be 
saved through prayer, people need to realize that John was not stating 
this to the world in general, but only to the saints, according to 1John 3:2, 
where he declares, "Beloved, now we are children of God...."   He, 
therefore, urges them not to sin, but if they do fall into that, they need to 
seek for God's forgiveness through their Advocate, Jesus Christ, which 
involves prayer on their part (1Jhn. 2:1, 1Jhn. 1:9), so that they won't be 
lost (2Pet. 2:20-22, Heb. 10:36-39, Jam. 5:19,20).    
 Some folks also wrongly infer from Revelation 3:20 that lost souls can 
be saved by praying a "sinner's prayer"; but, again, we need to remind 
ourselves of whom is being addressed.  And verse 14 answers that.  
Jesus is stating this to the church at Laodicea that had become lukewarm 
(spiritually indifferent) and, therefore, had need of repenting (v. 19) and 
getting Christ back into their lives.    
 From these examples and instructions, we also understand that the 
Christian who falls into sin does not need to be baptized again.  But there 
are these other conditions that he must meet in order to be forgiven.    

How Is The Non-Christian To "Call" On The Lord? 

 To see how the non-Christian is to "call" on the Lord, consider Acts 2.  
In quoting Joel's prophecy, Peter ended it by saying, "And it shall be that 
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved" (v. 21).  He 
then spoke of the need for them to believe in Jesus as being Lord and 
Christ (v. 36), which is essential (John 8:24). According to Acts 2:37, 
those who had come to believe, through the gospel message, were 
"pierced to the heart" and said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brethren 
[simply fellow Jews, and not spiritual brethren yet], what shall we do?" 
Peter did not tell these believers to just pray a "sinner's prayer."  Nor did 
he tell them that their belief that Jesus was the Son of God was all they 
needed -- apart from any obedience on their part.  Rather, he told them, 
by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, to "Repent, and each of you be 
baptized...."  And the purpose being "for the forgiveness of your sins" (v. 
38).  Or as stated in the New International Version, "Peter replied, 'Repent 
and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ so that 
your sins may be forgiven....'"  So not only did they need to believe, and 
need to repent, but they also needed to be baptized in water in order to 
obtain forgiveness and be saved from their sins.    
 Corresponding to that, Saul, who had come to believe in the Lord and 
had repented of his sins, was then told by Ananias in Acts 22:16, "Now 
why do you delay? Get up and be baptized, and wash away your sins, 

calling on His name."  This was said 3 days after Saul had met the Lord 
on the road to Damascus.  Saul then obeyed the Lord by going to this city 
so that he might learn what he must do (Acts 9:6; 22:10). After 3 days of 
Saul's fasting and praying, Ananias, who was sent by the Lord, then 
arrived to tell Saul of his need to be baptized in water so that his sins 
would be forgiven.  So, Saul still had sin in his life, up until that time prior 
to his baptism  -- and that was the case regardless of how many times 
Saul must have prayed for God's forgiveness and mercy during that 3-day 
period of fasting and prayer.   In other words, the non-Christian is not 
forgiven by merely praying a "sinner's prayer." As in the case of Saul, it 
was in that final step of baptism in which he was then "calling" on the 
name of the Lord to be saved.    
 This is also why Peter says that "...baptism now saves you -- not the 
removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience 
-- through the resurrection of Jesus Christ" (1Pet. 3:21).  In the act of 
baptism (and by meeting the other conditions toward salvation), one is 
making his "appeal" to God for a clear conscience.  And since the word 
"appeal" literally means "to make an earnest request" or "entreaty"; to ask 
for help, mercy, etc., then this verse shows that we are doing that not by 
praying a "sinner's prayer," but by submitting to the necessary steps that 
lead to salvation -- and baptism being one of those steps. It is actually the 
final step that puts one into Christ (Gal. 3:26,27).    
 So it is through our obedience to the entire gospel plan of salvation, 
which includes hearing God's word (Rom. 10:17), believing in Jesus (John 
8:24), repenting of sins (Luke 13:5), confessing our faith in Christ (Rom. 
10:9,10; Acts 8:36-38), and being baptized in water for the remission of 
sins (Mk. 16:16; Acts 2:38) that we are then "calling" on the Lord; and the 
result being salvation from our sins (1Pet. 3:21), becoming a new creature 
in Christ by being put into Him through baptism (2Cor. 5:17; Gal. 3:26,27).  
For through water baptism, the penitent believer is raised to walk in 
newness of life (Rom. 6:3,4).    
 Since there is only one plan of salvation for all people, then when we 
parallel Acts 2:21 with Acts 2:36-38, we see that the one who will be 
"saved" (v. 21), which is the same as obtaining "forgiveness" (v. 38), is the 
one who "calls" on the name of the Lord (v. 21), which includes the 
parallel equivalent of believing, repenting, and being baptized (vv. 36-38).  
 The Christian is then to strive to "be faithful unto death" (Rev. 2:10; 
Heb. 10:36-39) in order to make heaven his eternal home.  So just as the 
non-Christian begins meeting the Lord's conditions in those initial steps in 
becoming a Christian, he is then to continue in looking to Christ daily and 
following after Him until arriving in that wonderful place of eternal glory.  


