
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 

VISITORS: If you are visiting with us, we welcome you and ask that you please 
sign our guest book and fill out a visitor’s card and put it in the collection basket 
or give it to one of the men in the congregation. 

SCHEDULE: The schedule for December is posted on the bulletin board so the 
men can see what their responsibilities are for the month.   

SYMPATHY:  Kenny Mauldin passed away this past Sunday morning.  His funeral 
was Wednesday.  We extend our deepest sympathy to the Mauldin family.   

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Bruce Tooley’s father is in physical therapy as a result of 
a broken hip.  He seems to be doing some better.  Helen Sparks continues her 
recuperation from a broken ankle.  Virgie Waddle is no longer having to wear a brace 
on her broken wrist.  Virgie Waddle’s sister, Rachel Bruton has been moved to a facility 
in Golden. Donna Criswell is doing better after having to miss Wednesday evening due 
to illness.  Donna Criswell’s aunt, Nell Barrett, is at home and Donna cares for her. 

TEACHING PROGRAMS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, 
was inserted in the Red Bay News the week of Oct 7.  Remember our TV/Radio 
program on local Cable TV channels 12 and 97 at 6:30 AM and 4:30 PM on Sunday 
and various times through the week as well as two local radio stations 1430 AM and 
97.9 FM.  It is also on Facebook live at times.  Jerry is also on the radio on 95.5 FM 
about 10 AM each Sunday.  Please pray for these efforts that they will reach people 
who will be interested in reading and listening to God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  I do not know of any more meetings in 
December.  There are some singings in January that we will list later.  If you 
know of any  meetings in the area, please tell the one making announcements. 
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• The hatred you're carrying is a live coal in your heart - far 
 more damaging to yourself than to them. 
 
• Many children are “spoiled” because parents won’t spank 
 grandma and grandpa and some children are “spoiled” 
 because grandma and grandpa didn’t spank mama and 
 daddy. 
 
• There is a lot of history that isn’t worth repeating. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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"REJOICE WITH THOSE WHO REJOICE, AND 
WEEP WITH THOSE WHO WEEP." 

By Roger Shouse 
 
 Romans 12:15 "Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those 
who weep." 
 This verse came to my mind yesterday. I received an email from 
someone very dear to me. Their email included pictures of the family 
taken on a trip. Everyone was smiling and happy. They were letting me 
know that they were having a great time and that all was well. The next 
email in my box was from another dear friend. He was telling me of a 
death in the family. I could almost feel the tears as he wrote to me. Later 
in the day, another email, from another friend. His wife was in the 
emergency room of the hospital. He wanted me to pray for her. Then 
before bed, another email. It was from someone in another state who 
wanted advice about a delicate situation going on in the congregation they 
attended. Then I Facetimed some of the grandkids. They were eating 
push-pops in the backyard and tried to give me a taste through the phone. 
Some day that will probably work.  
 Good news and bad news. Concerning times and carefree times. 
Laughter smiles and tears-all in the same day. Vacation time for some, 
funeral time for others. Several thoughts come from days like this: 
 First, we do not all go through the same emotions or experiences at 
the same time. One family is on vacation and another family is saying 
goodbye to a loved one. It's easy to think that everyone feels the same as 
I do. They don't. Rejoicing with those who rejoice and weeping with those 
who weep may happen within the same day. Not everyone that walks into 
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the church building is upbeat, excited and glad to be there. Some come 
with guilt. Some come with fear and worry. Some have questions. Some 
are not sure.  
 Second, our verse doesn't tell us to change the feelings of others. We 
have no trouble rejoicing with those who rejoice. However, when it comes 
to the weeping part, we do all that we can to get them to stop that. Think 
about other things, we say. Count your blessings, we say. We like using 
cute little expressions such as, turn your lemons into lemonade. That 
makes us feel good, but it doesn't help a family who is arranging a funeral. 
Paul tells us to weep with them. Don't turn weeping into rejoicing. Don't 
change the person. Join them in their sorrow. Comfort them. Be there for 
them.  
 Third, life is a mixture of emotions. I sure got that lesson from one 
days' worth of emails. Up and down. Happy and sad. Good times and sad 
times. That's the construction of life. There are mountain top moments 
and there are valleys. This is not only true of our emotions but also our 
journey with the Lord. There are times when we feel strong and confident. 
Worship is a joy and fellowship is powerful. Then there are times when we 
don't feel like being around others. There are times we must make 
ourselves go to worship. There are times when the valley never seems to 
end. An old Bible expression is "It came to pass." I tell people it comes to 
pass, it never comes to stay. But two powerful tools that helps us is our 
faith and prayer. In good times, it makes us count our blessings and be 
thankful. In terrible times, it makes us hold on to God's hand and seek 
Him. Up and down, like that roller coaster, is life. The phone rings and it 
might bring good news, or it may bring bad news. Jesus said that the rains 
descend, and the floods come. Often, they come quickly. Often, they 
come at times that are not the best for us. We often think that life is a 
smooth canoe ride down a gentle river with bits of rough water here and 
there. But reality tells us that our journey is a white-water excursion with 
moments of calm here and there.  
 Fourth, our verse, rejoicing and weeping, reminds us that we are in 
need of different things. Some need encouragement. Some need prayers. 
Some want celebration, and some want to be alone. Underneath our 
verse also reminds us that our spiritual makeup and our spiritual health 
can help us or hurt us during these times. Some may go overboard with 
the celebrating in times of rejoicing. Others may give up when it comes to 
weeping. The stronger our faith, the more we will be able to journey 
through those periods as God wants us to. This is true of our worship. 
Some want to sing those old, slow songs. This is where their mind and 
spirit are. Others want those peppy new songs. That's where their spirit 

and mind are. Some want lite sermons about a happy text, others want to 
lower the net into something very heavy and hard. The weepers and the 
rejoicers, together in a worship. I preached recently in a meeting about 
troublesome times. The audience was full of people I knew. I had 
preached funerals for these people. I knew their stories. So, I started 
talking about death and what they had been through. At the end, everyone 
was crying. We were thinking about Heaven, our loved ones and the hope 
that is in Christ. I thought to myself, 'great job, preacher. You got the 
entire place bawling.' Sometimes you can't avoid what needs to be talked 
about.  
 Fifth, the ability to rejoice with others and to weep with others often 
comes from our own experiences. We've been there. Got the T-shirt. We 
have had happy times. Rejoicing after baptisms. Sharing pictures of new 
grandchildren. Telling others about vacation travels. Fun times. Rejoice 
with those that rejoice. Let them tell their story. Let them brag about their 
family. Don't try to outdo their story. My vacation was better than that. My 
grandkids could do that years ago. Don't go there. That's not rejoicing with 
those who rejoice. You are stealing their moment and drawing the 
attention to you. It's not about you. 
 But we have also been the ones who have cried. I remember, with 
tears running down my cheeks, praying from the pulpit for the Lord to take 
my mom. She was dying of cancer and it was time. The whole place was 
crying. I remember walking into the church building after a dear friend had 
passed away. He wasn't there. It just didn't seem the same. Use those 
experiences to help those who weep. Again, listen. Don't make your sad 
story worse than theirs. Don't do all the talking. Weep with them. Tears 
come when you care. Tears come when you have a heart. Tears come 
when you love.  
 What ties this passage all together is our fellowship. Having someone to 
rejoice with, and, having someone to weep with. How empty it is to have 
something exciting, but having no one to share it with. Or, how heartbreaking 
it is to be so sad and have no one to comfort you. Our fellowship is simply 
that, fellows in a ship. Together we experience the journey together. Good 
times. Bad times. Plain ole' everyday times. Your words can help lift a heart. 
Your joy can help bring a sparkle to someone's eyes.  
 Weeping and rejoicing. At the moment, you may not feel either, but 
you can share and help others. Together, with the Lord, we journey 
through life. You and me. We need each other. We are made for each 
other. Even though we may seem so different, we are really pretty much 
the same on the inside.  
 Be there for others. 


