
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 

VISITORS: If you are visiting with us, we welcome you and ask that you please 
sign our guest book and fill out a visitor’s card and put it in the collection basket 
or give it to one of the men in the congregation. 

SCHEDULE: The schedule for December is posted on the bulletin board so the 
men can see what their responsibilities are for the month.   

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Bruce Tooley’s father is in physical therapy as a result of 
a broken hip.  He is doing about the same as he has been for the last few weeks.  
Bruce was not feeling well Wednesday evening and missed Bible study.  Helen 
Sparks’ broken ankle is doing well, but she was sick this past Sunday.  Virgie Waddle’s 
broken wrist is doing well.  Virgie’s sister, Rachel Bruton has been moved to a facility in 
Golden. Donna Criswell’s aunt, Nell Barrett, is at home and Donna cares for her.  
Nancy Summerford’s mother is in the last stages of Alzheimer’s and home health is 
now helping with her care.  Nancy has been attending with us when she can for some 
time now.  Remember her and her family in your prayers.  There are some in the 
community that are known to some of the members here who are suffering with cancer, 
remember them in your prayers.  Randy knows some and can furnish names. 

TEACHING PROGRAMS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, will 
be inserted in the Red Bay News either the first or second week of January.  
Remember our TV/Radio program on local Cable TV channels 12 and 97 at 6:30 AM 
and 4:30 PM on Sunday and various times through the week 

 as well as two local radio stations 1430 AM and 97.9 FM.  It is also on Facebook live 
at various times.  Jerry is also on the radio on 95.5 FM about 10 AM each Sunday.  
Please pray for these efforts that they will reach people who will be interested in 
reading and listening to God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  I do not know of any more meetings in 
December.  There are singings at Helton Drive (Florence, AL) Friday, January 11 
at 7 pm, and Hughes Road at Gooch Lane (Madison, AL) Friday, January 25.  I 
do not know the time for Hughes Road.  If you know of any  meetings in the area, 
please tell the one making announcements. 
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• Satan may ring your door bell, but you don't have to let 
 him in. 
 
• For God to be with us we must abide in Christ! 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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EDITOR'S NOTE:  I do not know the author of this little 
story, nor do I remember where it came from.  But, the first 
time I read it, and filed it for future use, it made me realize 
just how rich we all really are.  I have published it several 
times in bulletins at other places where I have preached and 
now share it with you, for your consideration. 

 

ARE YOU RICH? 
 
 They huddled inside the storm door, two children in 
ragged outgrown coats.  "Any old papers, lady?"  I was busy.  
I wanted to say so - until I looked down at their feet.  Thin 
little sandals sopped with ice and sleet, "Come in and I'll 
make you a cup of hot cocoa," I said.  There was no 
conversation.  Their soggy sandals left marks upon the 
hearthstone.  Cocoa and toast with jam fortified against the 
chill outside.  I went back to the kitchen and started again on 
my household budget.  The silence in the front room struck 
through to me; I looked in.  The girl held her empty cup in 
her hands, looking at it.  The boy asked in a flat voice, "lady 
are you rich?"  "Am I rich? Mercy, no!"  I looked at my 
shabby slip covers and the worn place in the rug.  The little 
girl put her cup in its saucer, carefully.  "Your cups match 
your saucers," she said, her voice was old, with a hunger 
that was not of the stomach. 
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 They left then holding their bundles of papers against the 
wind.  They hadn't said thank you.  They didn't need to.  
They had said more than that.  Plain blue pottery cups and 
saucers.  But they matched. 
 I tested the potatoes and stirred the gravy.  Potatoes and 
brown gravy!  Roof over our heads!  My man with a steady 
job!  These things matched, too.  I moved the chairs back 
from the fire, and tidied the living room.  The muddy prints of 
small sandals were still wet on my hearth.  I let them be.  I 
want them in case I forget how rich I am! 

--Mac Layton 
 
Editor’s additional Note: Yes, we are rich materially 
beyond the wildest dreams of some people in this world.  But 
even more than that, we are so very rich from a spiritual 
standpoint.  During this season of exchanging gifts and 
stuffing ourselves with food, read and re-read the above 
story and ask yourself: Am I sharing my material and 
spiritual riches with others as I should, or do I have the 
attitude, "I don't have enough to share with others?"  
Remember Matt 25:44  “Lord, when saw we thee hungry, or 
athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick...?"  Now go read the 
rest of the context of that scripture, think long and hard about 
it, then put it into practice. 
 
 

RESPOND TO THE LOVE OF GOD! 

By Raymond E. Harris. 
 
I. Every time a person is urged to study in a home Bible 
class, it is in fact an appeal to respond to the love of 
God. 
 The blessed gospel is the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth (Rom 1:16).  It is that by which a person 
learns he is a sinner (Rom 3.:23) and that as such he is hell 
bound (Rev 21:27)! It is the gospel that tells of God's love (John 
3:16), the vicarious sacrifice of Jesus (1Cor 15:3) and the 
resurrection, upon which all Christians hope (1Cor 15:4)!  It is 

the gospel that sets forth the beautiful invitations of Jesus 
(Matt 11:28-30).  It is the gospel that tells us of the glory and 
the rewards of the saved (Matt 25:23,34).  Isn't it strange the 
people are not interested in study that can lead to their 
everlasting salvation? Isn't it strange that people will not 
respond to the love of God? 
II. Every time the gospel invitation is extended, it is an 
appeal to respond to the love of God. 
 All mankind was separated from God as a result of 
presumptuous sin and iniquity (Isa 59:1-2).  There was no 
way man could save himself (Jer 10:23).  But because of 
God's love for his creation, he provided what man could not 
provide for himself: (1) a sacrifice for sin in the person of 
Jesus, (2) terms that would satisfy divine justice (faith, 
repentance, confession and baptism) and (3) the church. 
 Isn't it strange that people are reluctant, suspicious, and 
apprehensive about being invited to become a child of God, a 
member of the church? Isn't it strange that some even resent 
our urging that they respond to the love of God by being 
baptized into Christ where all spiritual blessings are (Eph 1:3)? 
III. Every time a child of God is urged to attend the 
services of the church and worship God, it is an appeal 
for them to respond to the love of God.  
 The Heavenly Father is our creator and He knows our 
needs far better than we know ourselves.  God's children 
need to be continually fed on the Word of Life.  They need to 
continually pour out their hearts in prayer.  They need to lift 
their voices in songs of praise.  They need to prove their love 
by giving as they have been prospered.  They need to 
surround the table and be reminded of the awful, painful 
price that was paid for each of their souls.  They need the 
association and fellowship which alone can energize and 
restrengthen weary souls. 
 Isn't it strange for God's children to resent being urged to 
assemble? Isn't it strange that sons and daughters of God 
(those who have been redeemed, justified, sanctified and 
forgiven) often are unappreciative and do not respond to the 
love of God! 


