
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 

VISITORS: If you are visiting with us, we welcome you and ask that you please 
sign our guest book and fill out a visitor’s card and put it in the collection basket 
or give it to one of the men in the congregation. 

SCHEDULE: The schedule for January will be available and will beposted on the 
bulletin board so the men can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Jackie Richardson underwent bypass surgery this past 
Wednesday.  They did four bypasses, and he is doing well.  He said yesterday 
that they were moving him to a regular room.  Bruce Tooley’s father is in an 
assisted living facility and continues to improve in his ability to walk.  Helen 
Sparks is doing well after her broken ankle.  Remember Virgie Waddle’s sister, Rachel 
Bruton.  She is now in a facility in Golden. Donna Criswell  continues to care for her 
aunt, Nell Barrett.  Nancy Summerford’s mother is in the last stages of Alzheimer’s and 
home health is now helping with her care.  Nancy has been attending with us when she 
can for some time now.  Remember her and her family in your prayers.  There are 
some in the community known to some of the members here who are suffering with 
cancer, remember them in your prayers.  Randy knows some and can furnish names. 

TEACHING PROGRAMS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, will 
be inserted in the Red Bay News either the first or second week of January.  
Remember our TV/Radio program on local Cable TV channels 12 and 97 at 6:30 AM 
and 4:30 PM on Sunday and various times through the week  as well as two local 
radio stations 1430 AM and 97.9 FM.  It is also on Facebook live at various times.  
Jerry is also on the radio on 95.5 FM about 10 AM each Sunday.  Please pray for 
these efforts that they will reach people who will be interested in reading and listening 
to God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  I do not know of any more meetings in 
December.  There are singings at Helton Drive (Florence, AL) Friday, January 11 
at 7 pm, and Hughes Road at Gooch Lane (Madison, AL) Friday, January 25.  I 
do not know the time for Hughes Road.  If you know of any  meetings in the area, 
please tell the one making announcements. 

 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• Many receive advice but only the wise profit by it. 
 
• Sorrow looks behind; Worry looks around; Faith looks up. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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Editor’s Note:  Dee Bowman has been preaching and writing 
for over fifty years and currently writes a regular column in a 
publication called “Pressing On” that is titled “Be Wise 
Small” in which he writes a series of little short messages that 
are very edifying.  In my files I have saved over the years, 
(according to my computer dating sometime in 2012, other 
than that, I do not know when it was written), I found the 
following piece, written by brother Bowman that I thought would 
be edifying and appropriate for this time of year. 

 

JUST WAD IT UP AND START OVER 
by Dee Bowman 

 
 New beginnings are a necessary part of life. I remember 
doing my math homework and running across a difficult 
problem. I'd work on it and work on it and finally, in sheer 
disgust, wad up the paper and throw it in the vicinity of the 
trash basket. Then I'd get a new page and start all over again. 
 Traditionally, January first is the time we take to re-
examine how things are and make resolutions to make them 
better-to start over again. It's like a new page, so to speak, 
one that is uncluttered and where there is room for new 
purposes and fresh plans. And I suppose all of us like the 
idea of being able to start over again. 
 Forgiveness of sins is the best of all possible new 
beginnings. Can you imagine what life would be like if we 
have to carry around the baggage of all the mistakes, all the 
misjudgments, all the immoral things we have done in the 
past? The sheer weight of the guilt would be imposing, if not 
impossible to bear. The angelic annunciation stated that "He 
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shall save His people from their sins" (Matt 1:21). That's the 
best of all new beginnings. 
 So maybe it would be the best of a new beginning to start 
with a fervent, personal prayer for forgiveness. That's what 
I'm going to do. "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness" we are told (1Jhn 1:9 ). That's about as 
good a way to begin the new year as I can think of. 
 I have put together some other resolutions, fitted for the 
refrigerator door or the mirror in the bathroom, in the hope 
that they will help us be better servants of His in the new 
year. 

 I am resolved to get closer to God, to make a special 
effort to read and study His word and put it to work in my life. 
 I am resolved to put first things first, to put my relationship 
to God first in my life and then arrange everything else in its 
proper order. 
 I am resolved to make plans each morning to do some 
deed of kindness that day, then to look for an opportunity to 
make my resolution a reality. 
 I am resolved to keep my role-whatever it is-in perspective 
and to perform the obligations it calls for with diligence and 
concern. I will try and be a better father, mother, son or 
daughter, brother or sister, employee or employer. 
 I am resolved to be confident about who I am-a Christian. 
I will not be ashamed, and I will look for opportunities to tell 
someone about Jesus. 
 I am resolved to take at least 10 minutes each day and be 
with God-to dismiss all the cares and problems of my life and 
be thankful, to ask Him for His help and forgiveness, and 
praise Him for His blessings. 
 I am resolved to learn the value of the short prayer, to 
stop and pray several times a day and thereby let God be a 
part of all that I do, no matter the size or significance of the 
project. 
 I am resolved to look for good things in people, to respect 
the common folks, to give something to the less fortunate, to 
notice those who have little or no recognition. 
 I am resolved to budget my time so that God's cause is 
part of them. I will not allow anything to crowd out the time I 
have decided to give. 
 I am resolved to say "I love you" more and mean it. 
 I hope these suggestions will be a beginning place for a 
new beginning for you. I want to do better, don't you? 

“ACCEPTED ACCORDING TO WHAT ONE HAS” 
By Bryan Matthew Dockens 

 
 We would rather you be alert and attentive during worship 
(Mark 14:37), but we don’t mind seeing you yawn, or 
nudging you to keep you from nodding off, if the alternative 
means you stay in bed rather than assemble with the church 
(Hebrews 10:24-25). 
 We would rather you dress for worship in a manner which 
reflects your reverence toward God (Psalm 89:7; Malachi 
1:6), but we don’t mind seeing you in your work clothes or 
uniform if the alternative means you skip the assembly of the 
church on your way to or from your job (Hebrews 10:24-25). 
 We would rather you arrive promptly for worship 
(Ephesians 5:16-17), or even early to help set up, but we 
don’t mind seeing you walk in late if the alternative means 
you don’t show up at all (Hebrews 10:24-25). 
 The Almighty is deserving, even demanding, of the very 
best offerings (Leviticus 22:19-25; Micah 1:6-14).  Yet, He is 
a God of mercy and compassion (Psalm 86:15), one who 
recognizes our limitations and accepts our sacrifices 
according to our abilities. 
 This principle is well illustrated in an instance witnessed 
by Christ.  “Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury and saw 
how the people put money into the treasury.  And many who 
were rich put in much.  Then one poor widow came and 
threw in two mites, which make a quadrans.  So He called 
His disciples to Himself and said to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to 
you that this poor widow has put in more than all those who 
have given to the treasury; for they all put in out of their 
abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all that she had, 
her whole livelihood’” (Mark 12:41-44). 
 Similarly, Paul wrote, “For if there is first a willing mind, it 
is accepted according to what one has, and not according to 
what he does not have” (2Corinthians 8:12). 
 To show up late, sleepy, and sloppy for worship, when we 
could have done better, is an offense to the Lord who 
deserves our very best.  However, when that is the best we 
can offer, God knows it, and is honored by the sacrifice. 


