
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 

SCHEDULE: The schedule for January is posted on the bulletin board so the 
men can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Brother Butz fell Saturday morning00 but didn’t break 
anything, however, he is very sore and will not be at services today.  Mary 
Tooley will be having out-patient surgery tomorrow at Helen Keller Hospital.  
Telford Hamm’s brother is not doing well.  Helen Sparks is having difficulty with 
dizziness.  Jackie Richardson is at home now doing well following his bypass 
surgery.  Bruce Tooley’s father is in an assisted living facility and continues to do 
well.  Virgie Waddle’s sister, Rachel Bruton is now in a facility in Golden.  Donna 
Criswell  continues to care for her aunt, Nell Barrett.  Nancy Summerford’s mother is in 
the last stages of Alzheimer’s and home health is helping with her care.  Nancy has 
been attending with us when she can for some time now.  Remember her and her 
family in your prayers.  There are some in the community known to members here who 
are suffering with cancer.  Randy knows some and can furnish names.  Remember in 
your prayers these and others you may know who are sick.   

OUT OF TOWN:  Richard and Beth Hammock are out of town.  We are thankful 
Jack Elliott is home safe from his business trip. 

TEACHING PROGRAMS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, 
was inserted in the Red Bay News this past week.  If you do not receive the paper, 
there are copies of the new issue on the table in the foyer.  Remember our TV/Radio 
program on local Cable TV channels 12 and 97 at 6:30 AM and 4:30 PM on Sunday 
and various times through the week  as well as two local radio stations 1430 AM and 
97.9 FM.  It is also on Facebook live at various times.  There are also DVD copies of 
the TV program available.  Jerry is also on the radio on 95.5 FM about 10 AM each 
Sunday.  Please pray for these efforts that they will reach people who will be 
interested in reading and listening to God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:   Singing Hughes Road at Gooch Lane 
(Madison, AL) Friday, Jan 25. at 7 pm.  If you know of any  meetings in the area, 
please tell the one making announcements. 
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• Keep your eyes open . . . the man who forgets to be 
 thankful has fallen asleep in life. 
 
• Nothing is harder for most people to see than the obvious. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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BUT, WE ARE OFFENDED! 

By:  Kris Brewer 
  
 We live in a time in which everyone is offended by 
someone or something. It seems that every day there is a 
new story on the news concerning someone who has been 
offended by something someone else has said or done. 
The result has been that it has become politically correct 
to go to great extremes to make sure that we say nothing 
that could be considered remotely offensive. In fact, we 
have become accustomed to people being castigated for 
saying anything that another person does not like. How 
frequently have we heard of someone being fired from 
their job because they said something that another 
perceived as offensive? Of course, we also know that the 
rules about offending others do not really apply equally to 
all people. For example, any negative comment 
concerning homosexuality is deemed offensive, and off 
limits. However, negative comments concerning 
Christianity are most frequently overlooked, dismissed as 
merely the observance of “free speech.” 
 The purpose of this article is not to address the political 
discourse of this country, nor to discuss what has become 
politically incorrect per se.  However, I do want us to 
consider the idea of being offended. The problems we 
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observe in the world around us have infiltrated the religious 
world, and even the Lord’s church. There are many who 
have no desire to hear anything that offends them, including 
the teaching of the Lord through His scriptures. Much like the 
political world around us, there are those in the religious 
world that insist that those who offend must be silenced. And 
so, the message of the gospel is often watered down to 
mean nothing of consequence. 
 We like to think that this attitude is a relatively new 
occurrence. However, as is usually the case, we can see 
from the scriptures that people have not changed much over 
the last 2000 years. In Jesus’ day, people tried to stop the 
teaching of truth by “being offended”. In Luke 11:37-44, 
Jesus declared a series of “woes” on the Pharisees.  There 
were, however, lawyers who were standing by and realized 
that the applications of Jesus’ teachings condemned them 
as well: 
 Then one of the lawyers answered and said to Him, 
“Teacher, by saying these things You reproach us also.” And 
He said, “Woe to you also, lawyers! For you load men with 
burdens hard to bear, and you yourselves do not touch the 
burdens with one of your fingers. Woe to you! For you build 
the tombs of the prophets, and your fathers killed them. In 
fact, you bear witness that you approve the deeds of your 
fathers; for they indeed killed them, and you build their 
tombs. Therefore the wisdom of God also said, ‘I will send 
them prophets and apostles, and some of them they will kill 
and persecute,’ that the blood of all the prophets which was 
shed from the foundation of the world may be required of this 
generation, from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah 
who perished between the altar and the temple. Yes, I say to 
you, it shall be required of this generation. “Woe to you 
lawyers! For you have taken away the key of knowledge. 
You did not enter in yourselves, and those who were 
entering in you hindered.” (Luke 11:45–52) 
 These lawyers were offended that Jesus would dare to 
teach something that would condemn their actions. They 
immediately realized their predicament, but instead of 
acknowledging their own need to change, they were upset 

that Jesus would dare to point out their shortcomings at all. 
Jesus did not react in the manner that they probably 
expected. Instead of being apologetic for offending them, 
Jesus doubled down on his condemnation of these lawyers. 
He not only allowed them to make applications to the woes 
he declared on the Pharisees, He also declared a further 
series of woes on them for their own unrighteousness. 
 We can learn a couple of valuable lessons from this 
account. First, we learn that the truth offends. When the 
gospel message is preached, it can be offensive to those 
who have violated the will of God. There are not many 
people who appreciate being told that they are wrong, and 
even fewer who appreciate being condemned for those 
actions. 
 Second, we learn that we cannot change the truth to 
appease the offended. Just because someone cries that 
they are offended by the message of the truth does not 
mean that we have the freedom to soften that message. We 
are not the determiners of what truth is, so we have no right 
to ever change the message revealed by God. If it offends, 
that is of no consequence to us. We can do nothing more, or 
less, than proclaim the truth of the gospel. 
 Third, we learn that sometimes we have to be even more 
offensive, once we have offended with the truth. Rather than 
backing off, and softening the message, we may have to 
reveal even further truths, that will further offend. Jesus was 
not willing to apologize for offending the lawyers. Instead, He 
went on to show that there was even more that they were 
guilty of and needed to repent of. 
 Speaking truth is not done for the purpose of offending 
others, even if that might be a natural outcome. We speak 
the truth so that those in sin might learn the truth, repent 
and enjoy the blessing of God’s mercy and His salvation. 
We speak the truth in love, with hope that those who hear 
will obey. We cannot, however, have any control over their 
reaction. If they are offended, and use that offense to 
reject God’s grace, that is on their own heads. We cannot 
change the message just because some have chosen to 
be offended by it! 


