
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for February is posted on the bulletin board so the 
men can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Telford Hamm’s brother is not doing well.  Virgie 
Waddle’s sister, Rachel Bruton is out of the hospital and back in the facility in 
Golden.  Helen Sparks is still having problems with her dizziness and is doing 
physical therapy.  Jack Elliott is in Keller Hospital with possible heart problems 
and will be going to Huntsville for further tests.  Nancy Summerford’s mother is in 
the last stages of Alzheimer’s and requires around the clock care.  Donna 
Criswell  continues to care for her aunt, Nell Barrett.  There are some in the 
community known to members here who are suffering with cancer.  Remember 
these and others in your prayers. 

TRAVELERS:  We are glad Bruce, Beulah and Mary Tooley had a safe trip to 
the lectures in Florida. 

TEACHING PROGRAMS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was 
inserted in the Red Bay News the third week of January.  For those who do not get 
the paper, there are copies of the new issue on the table in the foyer.  Remember our 
TV/Radio program on local Cable TV channels 12 and 97 at 6:30 AM and 4:30 PM 
on Sunday and various times through the week  as well as two local radio stations 
1430 AM and 97.9 FM.  It is also on Facebook live at various times.  There are also 
DVD copies of the TV program available.  Jerry is also on the radio on 95.5 FM about 
10 AM each Sunday.  Please pray for these efforts that they will reach people who 
will be interested in reading and listening to God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  Belgreen with Art Adams Feb 8-13; Fri 7pm; 
Sat - Men 9-12am; Ladies 2-4pm; Mon-Wed 7pm.  Parkway (east of Moulton) Feb 10-
13 with Frank Richie Mon-Wed 7pm.  Danville  Road (Decatur) Feb 10 -13 with L. A. 
Stauffer; Mon-Wed 7pm.  If you know of other  meetings in the area, please tell the one 
making announcements. 
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• Money and power do not change a man. They merely 

amplify what was already there. 

• The farther back you can look, the farther forward you can 
 see. (Winston Churchill) (See Rom 15:4) 

• A work of faith and a labor of love will not be forgotten. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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"EVIDENCE OF THINGS NOT SEEN" 
By Greg Gwin 

 
 Picture her -- a young girl taken captive in a war -- an innocent victim in a 
dispute between powerful countries. Now, her freedom gone, she is obligated 
to perform slave duties in the house of the conquering army commander. 
 Who is this girl? She is a minor player in a well-known Bible account 
that centers on her slave master. And, who is her master? Naaman is his 
name, and his story is found in 2 Kings 5. Naaman, as you recall, was a 
successful army captain -- but he was also a leper. 
 The lesson from this slave girl is found in verse 3 of the text. Without any 
hint of the hatred or bitterness that could have easily filled her heart, she 
suggests a positive cure for her master's affliction. "If only my master were 
with the prophet who is in Samaria! For he would heal him of his leprosy." 
 From this minimal information we can classify the young girl as a 
person of great faith. Why? It is because of her one simple statement. The 
prophet she had reference to was Elisha. How did she know he could heal 
leprosy? Someone might suggest that she had seen him do it many times. 
No! In fact, he had never done it before! Jesus said, "many lepers were in 
Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet, and none of them was cleansed 
except Naaman the Syrian" (Lk. 4:27). She knew he could do it because 
she had FAITH IN GOD! 
 Faith is the "evidence of things not seen" (Heb. 11:1). The Bible 
speaks of many things that we have not personally observed. Do you 
believe them anyway? There are many things that God has said, including 
eternal promises He has made to us. Do you trust Him? Are you confident 
that He has the power to do all things? Judgment and your eternal destiny 
will be determined by your reaction to things you have not seen. 
 How strong is your faith? Will you obey Him (Jas. 2:26)? 
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"MATURE" SINS 

Gary N. Patton  
 

 Satan is always trying to find different ways to entrap 
God's children into sin.  One of the ways he uses is to refer 
to sin with less incriminating language.  For example, he has 
gotten the people of the world to refer to homosexuality as 
an "alternative lifestyle."  He tries to get all to believe it is not 
really a sinful relationship, but just another way of living 
one's life acceptably.  He has turned the sin of drunkenness 
into a sickness and one is not therefore responsible for his 
condition.  He entices Christian women to wear immodest 
clothes by saying "It's the style."  So, if it is called  "stylish" 
he wants Christians to feel it is not wrong to dress 
immodestly when God teaches otherwise. 
 One of the more damaging code phrases he puts forth in 
our day is the expression of "mature or adult" viewing.  The 
scam he fosters is that if you are an adult it is permissible to 
view and support practices that the Bible calls sin.  Recently 
the TV industry was ordered to rate the content of its 
programs as to their being suitable for children to view or 
not.  On a recent interview a board member of the ratings 
system suggested it is the industry's intent to have the hours 
from 9:00 P. M. (EST) and following as a mature viewing 
time and not for children.  This meant that the programming 
from this hour on was going to include programs with strong 
sexual content, strong (vulgar) language, and graphic 
violence.  In reality the "mature or adult" rating justifies the 
programmers to include just about as much sin as they want 
to in their programs. 
 To the child of God, the ratings of R, PG on the movies 
and the TV ratings for mature audiences should be a 
warning to turn off the TV or not purchase a ticket at the 
theater.  Of course, Satan wants the Christian to think that if 
he is over 18 years of age it is OK to be entertained by sin.  
The message he wants to give is that it won't hurt them to 
enjoy viewing and listening to sinful actions. 
 How different this concept is from what God teaches His 
children in the Bible.  He tells us to "Abstain from all 
appearance of evil" (1Thess. 5:22).  In Philippians 4:8 we 
read, "Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, 
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, 
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 
whatsoever things are of good report;  if there be any virtue, 
and if there be any praise, think on these things."  In 

Ephesians 5:3-4 He gives this list of sins:  "But fornication, 
and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once 
named among you, as  becometh saints; Neither filthiness, 
nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: 
but rather giving of thanks."  Among those listed is the sin 
of "jesting" which is defined as "witty speech with sinful 
insinuations."  The idea conveyed is to laugh at sin.  If we 
like to laugh and be entertained by sin, it could lead us to 
the other acts listed in these verses.  Sin is not to be 
laughed at or considered a form of wholesome 
entertainment, because when we reach such a state, we 
will find that we will think that sin is not really that bad.  
When we get to this place in our thinking, then Satan has 
us in his grip. 
 The child of God must not be duped into thinking that 
since the world considers him an adult, because he is over 
18 years of age, it is acceptable to expose his mind and soul 
to programming that glorifies and endorses sinful behavior.  
Remember Jesus said that except we become as little 
children we cannot enter the Kingdom of Heaven (Matt. 
18:2).  We must strive to keep our minds on that which is 
pure and away from sin.  In James 1:14-15 we are taught, 
"But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his 
own lust, and enticed.  Then when lust hath conceived, it 
bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth 
death."  The word "enticed" comes from a word that means 
to be "lured by bait."  If the strong sexual content, immodest 
dress, filthy language and graphic violence is not bait to lure 
one to engage in sin, what would be?  "Love not the world, 
neither the things that are in the world.  If any man love the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is of 
the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and 
the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.  And 
the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that 
doeth the will of God abideth for ever." 1John 2:15-17  
Brethren, we need to be as innocent as children in our 
viewing habits for entertainment.  We must not be so filled 
with pride, since the world tells us we are adults, that we feel 
we can play with the fire of Satan and not get burned.  We 
must obey James 4:7-8, "Submit yourselves therefore to 
God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  Draw nigh 
to God, and he will draw nigh to you.  Cleanse your hands, 
ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded."  
When we are willing to do so then we will also be able to 
avoid the "Mature" sins of Satan.  


