
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for March should be available and will be posted on 
the bulletin board so the men can see what their responsibilities are for the 
month. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  The editor does not have current information about any 
sick except himself.  Jerry Henderson is doing well following his surgery.  Thanks 
for all your prayers, calls, text and the food. 

TEACHING PROGRAMS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was 
inserted in the Red Bay News the third week of January.  For those who do not get 
the paper, there are copies of the new issue on the table in the foyer.  Remember our 
TV/Radio program on local Cable TV channels 12 and 97 at 6:30 AM and 4:30 PM 
on Sunday and various times through the week  as well as two local radio stations 
1430 AM and 97.9 FM.  It is also on Facebook live at various times.  There are also 
DVD copies of the TV program available.  Jerry is also on the radio on 95.5 FM about 
10 AM each Sunday.  Please pray for these efforts that they will reach people who 
will be interested in reading and listening to God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  Phil Campbell Feb 24-27 with Bill Hall; Mon 
- Wed 7pm.  Jackson Drive Mar 3 – 8;  with Steven McCrary Mon - Fri 7pm; 
Highway 157 Mar 3 – 6 with Bobby Graham (time unknown); River Bend Mar 3 – 
8 with Bill Hall; Mon - Fri 7pm; Russellville (Bypass); Mar 10 – 13 with Colby 
Junkin (time unknown); Somerville Road (Decatur); Mar 10 – 13 with Wilson 
Adams (time unknown).  If you know of other  meetings in the area, please tell the 
one making announcements. 

 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• Truth is not always popular, but it is always right. 
  
• Human beings, by changing the inner attitudes of their 
 minds, can change the outer aspects of their lives. 
  
• Other people see your deeds. God sees your motives. 
 
• He who provides for this life, but takes no care for eternity, 
 is wise for a moment, but a fool forever. 
 
• What we receive in time we wear in eternity. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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THE RIGHT TO CHOOSE 
By Sewell Hall 

 
 Some time ago an Irishman was visiting in our home. As 
we were waiting for dinner to be called, someone arrived 
from the kitchen to go through a routine familiar to most of 
us: "What do you want to drink? We have tea, coffee, soft 
drinks, milk and juice." Whatever answer any of us gave was 
followed by other choices. If we asked for tea, it was: hot or 
cold? If for coffee, it was: decaffeinated or regular? If it was 
for a soft drink: which? And if it was Coke, for example, there 
was the choice of diet or regular, with or without caffeine. If 
the choice was juice, there was apple, orange, or cranberry. 
His comment was that life in America is so complicated--You 
have so many choices." In Ireland it would probably have 
been hot tea--period. And I have often enjoyed tea at his 
table. 
 Americans do have many choices--not only in 
beverages, but in supermarkets, in the thousands of items 
they carry, in the choice of automobile brands and 
accessories, in the type of shoes and items of clothing we 
will wear, etc., etc. And if we get into a place where such 
choices are not available and where we cannot have 
exactly the item we desire--even the exact brand or flavor 
we choose--we feel terribly deprived. 
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 In addition to feeling deprived, we actually feel wronged if 
we are denied a choice. This is because we have come to 
feel that in all things, we have the "right to choose." This 
right to choose has become the defense for all kinds of 
deviant conduct including abortion, homosexuality, divorce 
and drunkenness, to name a few examples. 
 In fact, we have taken it yet another step. We have come 
to feel that if we have the right to choose, then whatever we 
choose is right--at least for us. LaGard Smith has written a 
fine book entitled, When Choice Becomes God, suggesting 
that our supposed right to choose has become the only 
authority modern America recognizes. Where do "rights" 
come from anyway? Even the staunchest rights advocate 
will agree with us that they do not come from the majority. 
They do not come from governments, for individuals have 
rights which governments may actually deny them. This was 
the complaint of the founding fathers of our country, that the 
government of Great Britain was denying them the exercise 
of "inalienable rights." 
 Those founding fathers were correct in saying that all 
men "are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable 
rights." Those who deny a Creator find themselves with no 
basis for claiming rights. If there is a Creator, however, and if 
rights are granted to us by Him, then He is the one who has 
the authority to define them. 
 For Bible believers, there is no question that God gave 
to man the ability to choose. It is this that raises him above 
the animal creation. God also gives man the opportunity to 
choose. The number and variety of these opportunities will 
vary with each individual and each culture of which he may 
be a part. God even gives to men the ability and 
opportunity to disobey Him. The only choice that God gave 
us a right to make are choices that keep us in harmony 
with His will. 
 If abortion, fornication (whether homosexual or 
heterosexual), adultery drunkenness, etc. are contrary to 
God's will, then we do not have the right to choose them. If 
we claim that we do have the right to choose these things, 
where did we get that right? 

 The ability and opportunity to choose makes us 
responsible for our choices. Animals are never brought 
before a court for trial--people are. If God has given us the 
ability and opportunity to choose, we can be sure that He 
has made us accountable for the choices we make, and we 
must face the consequences of those that are wrong. 
 One of the products of this misconception of the "right of 
choice" is the idea that one's choice is his own private affair. 
Consequently, we often hear: "Who am I to try to make 
choices for others, or to judge them for the choices they 
make?" This has become the favorite dodge of politicians 
who wish to avoid taking a stand on moral issues. At the 
same time, preachers or elders who endeavor to teach 
against or suggest discipline of ungodly behavior are 
accused of being busybodies and meddlers in matters that 
are "none of their business." In 2Corinthians 5:9-11, the Holy 
Spirit through Paul suggests that one great choice we have a 
right to make, our accountability for choices and our 
responsibility to others in the matter of choice: "Therefore we 
make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well 
pleasing unto Him. For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the 
things done in the body, according to what he has done, 
whether good or bad. Knowing therefore, the terror of the 
Lord, we persuade men."   
 
 

THE PURPOSE OF LIFE 
(E. G. Caswell) 

 
 Life is styled a voyage over the ocean of Time to the 
harbor haven  of Eternity.  The last daily account of the Log 
Book on Columbus'  celebrated voyage reads, "Sailed all this 
day due west, which was our  course."  On the last day of 
the old year, how noble if we could truly write,  "Sailed all the 
day due Heavenward, which was our course."  Then at last, 
when all  the years are passed, we shall reach the desired 
haven.  Are you adrift,  floating aimlessly, or on a voyage of 
discovery seeking a new world?  [101  Best Sermons, GBF 

Hallock, Geo. H. Doran Co., NY, 1923, pg. 45] 


