
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for March is posted on the bulletin board so the men 
can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Jack Elliott spent some time in the hospital Wednesday 
evening, but is doing better. Brenda Elliott has had a bad Migraine this past week 
and Donna Criswell did not feel like being out Wednesday evening.  Jerry 
Henderson wishes to thank everyone for all their prayers texts, cards and well 
wishes before, during and after his surgery.  Jerry’s recovery is going well, and 
he hopes to be back to his teaching and preaching responsibilities by 
Wednesday evening March 13.   

OUT OF TOWN:  Before Jerry’s surgery dates were scheduled, He and Dottie had 
planned a sort of “week-end get-away” for March 8-10.  Reservations were made to be 
at a gathering of friends in Tennessee.  After Jerry’s surgery was scheduled, he and 
Dottie decided to “wait and see” whether he would be able to make the trip.  Since the 
doctor told Jerry he should not stand or even sit on a stool long enough to teach or 
preach and speakers have already been scheduled through March 10, we decided to 
go ahead and make the trip as planned since Jerry felt well enough.  So, we will be 
worshipping with the Expressway church of Christ in Wildersville, TN March 10th. 

TEACHING PROGRAMS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, will 
be inserted in the Red Bay News the first week of April with our meeting 
announcement in it.  For those who do not get the paper, there will be copies of the 
new issue on the table in the foyer.  Remember our TV/Radio program on local 
Cable TV channels 12 and 97 at 6:30 AM and 4:30 PM on Sunday and various times 
through the week  as well as the audio on radio stations 1430 AM and 97.9 FM.  It is 
also on Facebook live at various times.  There are also DVD copies of the TV 
program available.  Jerry is also on the radio on 95.5 FM about 10 AM each Sunday.  
Please pray for these efforts that they will reach people who will be interested in 
reading and listening to God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS: Jackson Drive Mar 3-8 with Steven McCrary, 
Mon - Fri 7pm.  Highway 157 (Cullman) Mar 3 – 6 with Bobby Graham (time 
unknown). River Bend (west of Florence) Mar 3 – 8 with Bill Hall, Mon - Fri 7pm.  
Russellville (bypass) Mar 10 – 13 with Colby Junkin (time unknown).  Somerville 
Road (Decatur) Mar 10 – 13 with Wilson Adams (time unknown).  If you know of 
other  meetings in the area, please tell the one making announcements. 

 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• Unless you are able to dismiss, ignore and disregard idle 
 gossip you will always be busy trying to keep up with 
 unnecessary trouble." 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 

 

Published by the Eastside church of Christ Red Bay, AL  
Meeting at the corner of Hwy 24 East and Meadow Dr. 

Web Site: http://eastsidechurchrb.com/ 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Vol.  II - No.  44 – March 3, 2019 
 

Editor: Jerry L.  Henderson: Send comments to: The Editor; 1205 Hwy 24 East; Red Bay, AL 35583 
 Phone: 256-333-0017 or 662 - 542-3170 - email: jerry@hendersons.net 

 
 

TEACHING:  THE FORGOTTEN ELEMENT 
IN MUCH OF OUR PREACHING 

By Ed Bragwell 

 
 "Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season.  
Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and 
teaching" (2Tim.  4:2, NKJV). 
 It has been almost fifty years since I first became a 
Christian and a little over forty of those years have been 
spent in "full-time" preaching.  In these years I have heard a 
lot of preaching -- good and bad.  I have been privileged to 
hear some of the greatest preachers among us in the last 
half of this century.  Many of these men have already 
finished their course.  A goodly number are still active.  
Some are still relatively young.  They have exhibited a 
variety of personalities and styles.  All of them have had one 
thing in common.  When they preached, they taught you 
something from the Scriptures. 
 However, over the past several years, I have noticed a 
marked trend away from real teaching in the sermons that I 
am hearing.  There are notable exceptions to this, but by and 
large I believe that such is the case.  Other people my age 
and older have expressed the same concern to me.  Many of 
our younger and a few older preachers are excellent 
speakers, but mighty poor teachers.  Paul told Timothy to 
"preach the word" and to do it with "all longsuffering and 
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teaching." He also told him that "a servant of the Lord must .  
.  .  be .  .  .  able to teach" (2Tim.  2:24). 
 Too many sermons that I hear are replete with anecdotes, 
humor, exhortation, and even an occasional rebuke, but very 
sparse in the exegesis and application of the Scriptures.  
Illustrative anecdotes and humor, if not overdone and not for 
their sake alone, have their place in sermons.   Exhorting and 
rebuking are essential parts of good gospel preaching.   But, 
unless one firmly anchors his illustrations, exhortations and 
rebukes to the text and sound exegesis, his preaching is 
devoid of any real authority and spiritual value.  Someone has 
said that the trouble with illustrations is that they just illustrate -- 
they don't prove anything.  One must turn to the text itself to 
really prove his points. 
 Why has this trend away from preaching that really 
teaches one something about the Bible developed?  I am 
sure that I do not know all the reasons.  One reason is that 
"people love to have it so" (cf. Jer. 5:31).  To benefit from 
teaching, one must pay close attention, study, and think 
along with the teaching.  This requires effort on the part of 
the hearer.  It is much easier to be entertained by stories, 
quips, and one liners, or to be soothed by words that make 
us feel good about ourselves, than to have to follow a line of 
thought in a sermon that teaches.  I believe television has 
contributed to this trend.  The more popular TV preachers 
have mastered the art of performing for their audience.  They 
are dynamic and dramatic.  They are movers and shakers.  
Our young preachers have grown up with television.  I think I 
can see the influence of the TV preachers on some of them -
- at least in style.  I often come away feeling that I have 
witnessed a performance rather than having engaged in a 
study. 
 Churches usually mirror to some extent the kind of 
preaching they receive and endure.  If the trend of which I 
have been speaking is not checked, I fear for congregations 
of Christ in the next generation.  Israel was destroyed for 
lack of knowledge (Hos. 4:6).  For a congregation to receive 
and maintain knowledge there must be teaching -- much 
teaching.  A congregation fed on a diet of preaching that 

exhorts and rebukes without the necessary teaching of the 
Scriptures may know what to do or not do, but they will not 
know why.  Their faith will not rest upon a solid foundation. 
 Elders and other members need to wake up and demand 
preaching that is filled with teaching of the very text of the 
Bible along with sound exegesis and application.   Preachers 
need to virtually lock themselves in their studies for an 
extended period each week and carefully study the Bible 
text.  This takes time and effort.  It may mean less time for 
recreation, socializing with brethren, and community public 
relations, but the time and sacrifice will be profitable to both 
the preacher and his hearers. 
 Churches need to use men in meetings who are known for 
their knowledge of the Scriptures and have a reasonable 
amount of ability to impart that knowledge to their audience  -- 
rather than just getting someone with a great personality and a 
gift of gab and the ability to keep their audience entertained.  
Remember the Bible says the Lord's servant must be "apt 
(able) to teach" -- not "apt to entertain" nor "apt to charm." 
 We need to encourage more young preachers to be 
teachers rather than glorified cheer leaders and/or 
motivational speakers.  After all, there can be no greater 
motivation than a good knowledge of what the Bible teaches. 

Via Guardian of Truth - September 18, 1997 

 
 

HONESTY 
 
 In the July 15, 1993 Boardroom Reports, Peter LeVine 
writes:  "When the  ort Authority of New York and New 
Jersey ran a help-wanted ad for electricians with expertise at 
using Sontag connectors, it got 170 responses even though 
there is no such thing as Sontag connector.  The Authority 
ran the ad to find out how many applicants falsify resumes."  
Leadership Magazine, Vol. 15:1, Winter, 1994, p.47. 

 Someone once said: "honesty is not just a good policy, it 
is a way of life."  To be truly honest, we must be honest in 
every phase and facet of our lives 1Pet 2:12.  Remember it 
was the "honest and good heart" that brought forth fruit       
Lk 8:15 and Paul said in Rom 12:17 "...provide things honest 
in the sight of all men."  jlh 


