
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for May is posted on the bulletin board so the men 
can see what their responsibilities are for that month. 

OUT OF TOWN:  Dottie and Jerry Henderson are out of town.  They have gone 
to Mountain Home, AR (where Jerry used to preach) to hear a very dear friend in 
a weekend gospel meeting and also celebrate their anniversary and Jerry’s 
birthday.  They plan to be back either late Sunday night of sometime Monday. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS: Remember Telford Hamm’s brother.  Virgie Waddle’s sister, 
Rachel Bruton in Southern Magnolia Golden, MS. Helen Sparks has ongoing health 
problems.  Nancy Summerford’s mother is in last stages of Alzheimer’s.  Donna 
Criswell continues to care for her aunt, Nell Barrett.  Donna Criswell’s brother-in-law, 
Sam Livingston was taken to Columbia, MO hospital.  He is not doing very well at all.  
There is no current news of any who may be sick, due to this bulletin being prepared 
in advance, because the editor is out of town. 

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was in 
the Red Bay News the week before our meeting with an announcement on the front 
and an article on the back.  For those who do not get the paper, there are copies of 
the new issue on the table in the foyer.  There is also an add that appears in the local 
paper once a month offering a free Bible correspondence course.  Remember our 
TV/Radio program on local Cable TV channels 12 and 97 at 6:30 AM and 4:30 PM 
on Sunday and various times through the week  as well as the audio on radio 
stations 1430 AM and 97.9 FM.  It is also on Facebook live at various times.  There 
are also DVD copies of the TV program available that your DVD player will show on 
your TV..  Jerry is also on the radio on 95.5 FM about 10 AM each Sunday.  Please 
pray for these efforts that they will reach people who will be interested in reading and 
listening to God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  I do not know of any meetings until June.  If 
you know of  meetings in the area, please tell the one making announcements. 
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• It's not hard to make decisions when you know what your 
 values are. 
  
• You must have long-range goals to keep you from being 
 frustrated by short-range failures. 
 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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EDITOR’S NOTE:  The following article was written regarding a decision 
made by the Supreme Court concerning the rights of homosexuals known 
as the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) in September 1996.  Since the 
time of this decision by the Supreme Court there has been more and more 
acceptance of the homosexual community which is known now as LGBTQ 
(lesbian, gay bisexual, transgender and queer).  Now we have an 
admitted openly “gay” man who refers to his partner as his “husband” 
running for President of the United States.  So, even though this article is 
several years old, the Biblical principles discussed are still just as valid 
now as then.   
 

 
GAY RIGHTS & WHAT’S RIGHT 

By Russ Bowman 
 

 Last week, the Supreme Court of the United States rendered a decision 
in a legal case which essentially struck down an earlier national law which 
recognized legal marriage as existing only between a man and a woman 
(the “Defense of Marriage Act”).  I am no legal expert, but as I understand 
the ruling, it fundamentally recognizes that people who are in a homosexual 
relationship will now be able to form a legally binding union (a “marriage”) 
wherein they will be able to receive all of the legal benefits which are now 
extended only to heterosexual couples.  And while I’ve not followed the suit 
closely and have not read all of the reasoning behind the judicial decisions, I 
think I understand the ruling.  Please don’t misunderstand me.  I don’t agree 
with it.  But I think I understand the perspective.  I believe the argument 
being made addresses whether or not a government can extend or deny 
certain benefits based upon one’s “sexual identification.”  Thus, it has been 
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presented as an issue of civil rights rather than an issue of morality.  And, 
from that perspective, I am not surprised at the verdict rendered.  Moreover, 
given the general moral digression which has infected this country in the 
last several decades, it seems that such “recognition” of immoral activities is 
simply inevitable.  And therein is the real issue for those of us who are trying 
to serve God.  Our culture is shifting.  Those around us are treating as 
acceptable (even “normal/natural”) behavior that was once widely identified 
as sinful or ungodly or immoral.  For Christians, however, sin is still sin.  So, 
while many folks in our society are celebrating that homosexuality has 
finally been given credibility by our government, we are confronted with our 
own distinction.  And, more so, with the potential ramifications.  Will we be 
castigated if we don’t accept homosexuality?  Will we be prosecuted if we 
speak out in opposition - accused of inciting hatred and stripped of our 
freedom of speech?  Will we see drastic changes in the “separation of 
church and state” and what the government can and will do to religious 
organizations who do not goose step to their demands?  Gets your 
attention, doesn’t it? 
 There are numerous observations that can be drawn out of this cultural 
shift.  One simply confirms that which has long been noted in the Bible, 
namely that mankind on the whole tends to move farther and farther away 
from God.  Notwithstanding all of the reasons for such, our tendency toward 
moral digression is evident from the events of Eden to the time of Noah to 
the history of Israel to the observations of Rom.1.  That we see it in our day 
should come as no surprise.  Man absent God becomes an animal.  
Second, note that tolerance of immorality eventually leads to acceptance of 
immorality (and ultimately to participation in such).  We’ve seen this 
illustrated in our culture with profanity, with divorce, with sexual promiscuity, 
and now with homosexuality.  Whatever people endure they will eventually 
absorb.  Third, and this should be underscored publicly and repeatedly, we 
need to recognize that what is legal is not therefore moral.  The “gay rights 
movement” is having a field day because our government has recognized 
their cause as legal.  But such is not tantamount to morally acceptable.  
We’ve already seen this with the ease of divorce in our society.  People may 
be granted a legal divorce for any cause in accordance with the laws of the 
United States, but Mt.19:6 still commands that “what God has joined 
together, let not man separate” and Mt.19:9 still offers sexual immorality as 
the only exception to God’s law.  Any dismissal of that law is still sin.  Just 
because our government recognizes homosexuality doesn’t mean that God 
has suddenly accepted such.  And, fourth, we had best confront the reality 
that Christians can no longer hide in our society.  Our culture has been 
uniquely characterized by many qualities that are fairly moral for a couple of 

hundred years now.  Christians really haven’t stood out too much in our 
basic adherence to things like honesty, integrity, and sexual morality.  But 
that’s changing dramatically.  If we stand up we’re likely going to stand out.  
Are we prepared for that? 
 But of all the potential observations that seem to grow out of this 
“landmark decision”, there is one that should be voiced again and again by 
people who want to serve God.  It addresses the issue of homosexuality not 
from a legal perspective, but at its very basis.  It is a common argument 
among those advocating homosexuality that such is a “natural attraction” - 
that just as a heterosexual man or woman is naturally attracted to the 
opposite sex, so a homosexual man or woman is naturally attracted to 
those of the same sex.  Honesty compels me to admit that I cannot deny 
such.  All kinds of studies have been done about sexual attraction and who 
knows where it originates.  I’m not willing to dismiss things like environment 
and peer pressure.  But I cannot tell someone that they aren’t attracted to 
something when they say they are.  However, that’s not the real point here.  
What is the point is that my attractions, affections, feelings, and propensities 
are not acceptable to God just because they are “natural” to me.  If I’m quick 
tempered, God doesn’t tell me it’s OK to vent my anger just because it’s 
natural.  If I am given to aggression, God doesn’t permit me to be violent 
toward others just because it feels right.  If I have a particularly powerful 
sexual impulse, God doesn’t give me free reign to engage in unrestrained 
sexual activity just because it’s my inclination.  If I am selfish, God doesn’t 
rubber stamp my ego just because I’m given to arrogance.  In fact, the very 
essence of Christianity is that GOD defines right and wrong, not me.  I 
would go even farther and argue that the essence of humanity, as the 
creation of God, is that God defines right and wrong because He is God and 
we are not.  That, it seems to me, is the real issue at hand.  If I am going to 
serve the Lord, I must affirm that homosexuality is sinful because God says 
that it is sinful.  And that is the dilemma for those who affirm homosexuality 
and yet want to serve God.  If indeed a person is given to same-sex 
attraction, then discipleship to Christ demands that he/she control that 
desire, just as a married man/woman must remain loyal only to their 
spouse.  Just as an unmarried man/woman remain celibate.  Just as a 
man/woman with a temper control such.  Folks can try to rewrite the Bible 
all day, but after all of the ludicrous shenanigans, 1Cor.6:9-10 is still going 
to note that one engaged in homosexuality will not inherit the kingdom of 
God.  As a disciple of Jesus, I am expected to conform myself to His image.  
God demands that of everyone, including someone who is inclined toward 
homosexuality.  No matter what the Supreme Court of the Unites States 
says. 


