
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for May is posted on the bulletin board so the men 
can see what their responsibilities are for that month. 

THANKS:  Thanks to David Tiffin for teaching my class and Bruce Tooley for 
preaching both services this past Sunday.  Dottie and I had a very enjoyable time in 
Mountain Home listening to Mickey Galloway’s lessons during the meeting and seeing 
him doing so well after three open heart surgeries.  The work there is doing well, with an 
average of about 40 – 45 in attendance.  They have grown some since I held a meeting 
there in 2008.  However, it was a little sad for us when we learned that there were only 
five members left of those who made up the church when we left in 1998.  Things do 
change a lot in 21 years. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS: Telford Hamm’s brother.  Virgie Waddle’s sister, Rachel 
Bruton was able to go home.  Helen Sparks has ongoing health problems.  Nancy 
Summerford’s mother is in last stages of Alzheimer’s and her sister-in-law, Jeannie 
Bowen is in Huntsville hospital with serious heart issues.  Donna Criswell continues 
to care for her aunt, Nell Barrett.  Donna Criswell’s brother-in-law, Sam Livingston 
was taken to Columbia, MO hospital and he is not doing very well.   

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was in 
the Red Bay News the week before our meeting with an announcement on the front 
and an article on the back.  For those who do not get the paper, there are copies of the 
new issue on the table in the foyer.  There is also an add that appears in the local paper 
once a month offering a free Bible correspondence course.  Remember our TV/Radio 
program on local Cable TV channels 12 and 97 at 6:30 AM and 4:30 PM on Sunday 
and various times through the week  as well as the audio on radio stations 1430 AM 
and 97.9 FM.  It is also on Facebook live at various times.  There are also DVD copies 
of the TV program available that your DVD player will show on your TV..  Jerry is also 
on the radio on 95.5 FM about 10 AM each Sunday.  Please pray for these efforts that 
they will reach people who will be interested in reading and listening to God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  June is filled with too many meetings to list, 
some are close enough for us to attend.  Please see the list on the bulletin board.  
If you know of  meetings in the area, please tell the one making announcements. 
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• He who is too busy to pray is far busier than God ever 
 intended him to be 
 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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ABOUT BEING HAPPY 
By Dee Bowman 

 
 When I was young, happiness was different than it is now.  It 
was the same quest, I suppose, but it had more to do with 
things than it does now.  Happiness came from having.  It 
came from presents, from approval among your peers, from 
scoring the winning run or the most points, from thinking you 
were so important to a project that it just wouldn't be as good 
without you.  Then, happiness was more in having than in 
being.  
 Men have forever sought to explain happiness.  I have, in 
my own little philosophical world, joined the hunt.  It's hard to 
look in the dictionary and find a definition that fits what I think 
in my own little philosophical world.  The lexicographers 
don't define happiness very well--no better, in fact, than I do. 
I'm not sure why it's so hard.  Maybe because it runs in too 
many different directions.  Maybe because it never settles in 
one place for very long.  Happiness seldom comes when you 
think it should.  It very often comes from some serendipitous 
occasion, some time when you least expected it.  And when 
it leaves, the taste left is often more bittersweet than 
confectionery like you thought it would be.  
 By the process of living life, you can eliminate some things 
which don't bring happiness.  While it's a lesson never quite 
learned, time teaches all of us that having is not happiness. 
You don't have to be rich to learn that riches don't often bring 
happiness.  Far too many examples exist of people who have 
had bundles of what this life offers and been miserable, totally 
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forlorn.  Experience also teaches that being comfortable is not 
what happiness is all about.  Lots of folks don't hurt and they 
still aren't happy, while some live every day with almost 
intolerable pain, and they are extremely so.  Why is that?  
Neither is happiness guaranteed by having notoriety.  I have 
known people in my time who have become what the world 
denominates as "superstars" and they have only endless 
complaints and chronic bouts of disconsolance, while some of 
my former classmates who, as the world views things, never 
even "made it", are ecstatically happy. Why?   
 I have made some small decisions about happiness.  
They aren't very impressive, perhaps, but they come from 
someone who cares.  
 First, we need to learn that happiness doesn't come from 
externalities, but from being right with God.  Making God first 
in your life is what happiness is all about--because it takes 
your joy out of the realm of what happens and puts it up into 
eternity where it belongs.  If you want to be happy--truly 
blessed--get right with God (Matthew 5:1-12).  It's where 
you'll find the "peace that passeth understanding."  
 Second, put your confidence in small bunches of good little 
things, not in one big, bulky aspiration.  For instance, learn to 
enjoy some obscure thing: some good piece of art from 
someone who paints for fun; some good performance from 
some unknown artist; some delightful scene somewhere off the 
beaten path.  Savor some good food; experience some new, 
exciting thought; give yourself to God in meditation and prayer--
out loud--where no one can hear but you and Him.  Read 
Philippians 4:6-8.  That's what it says.   
 Third, be who you are.  You can't be truly happy when 
you're trying to be someone other than yourself.  There's great 
peace in being satisfied with who and what you are.  And we'd 
all be a lot more pleased with our lives if we'd just stop trying to 
be the star of the show, too.  After all, everybody can't be a 
star.  Besides, it seems to me that I'm happier when I'm just 
one of the crowd.  I rather enjoy just being part of the nameless 
number gathered around to watch the big guys do their thing.  
Read Galatians 6:3-4.  It says that.   
 Happiness comes when you can learn to cry 
unashamedly or laugh confidently; when you can learn to tell 
the truth quietly; when you can be important to somebody 
else's happiness without being boastful; when you are willing 
to run the risk of being vulnerable by caring; when you can 
go ahead and get involved knowing you're going to get egg 
on your face.  I guess what it all comes down to is humility, 

knowing that without God you're just not much.  Read 
Romans 12:3-10.  It says all that.   
 Well, I reckon I didn't help you much.  Actually, I have done 
little to define happiness, less to describe it, really not much to 
even identify it.  But I feel pretty happy about getting to try.  And 
I'm sure happy you took time to read what I said.  Thanks.  By the 
way–you can’t possibly be truly happy if you don’t come to Jesus. 

(From March 2019 issue of the electronic publication “Pressing On Magazine”) 

 
 

WHO IS A "SAINT?" 
By Greg Gwin 

 
 Question: Is it proper to use the term "saints" to refer to all 
Christians, or is this title reserved for and assigned 
posthumously to those of extraordinary character and ability? 
 Answer: Our understanding of this term has been altered 
significantly by the teaching and practice of the Catholic 
Church.  The modern dictionary definition reflects this 
influence: "one of...exceptional holiness of life formally 
recognized by the...church as having attained an exalted 
position in heaven...entitled to veneration on earth".  This is 
clearly not true to the Bible usage of the word. 
 "Saint" comes from the Greek word 'hagios' which is taken 
from the same root as the terms holy and sanctified.  Each of 
these suggests being set apart or dedicated to a specific 
purpose or cause, and thus describes every Christian. 
 In his Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, W. 
E. Vine says "this is not an attainment, it is a state...it 
designates all believers and is not applied merely to persons 
of exceptional holiness, or to those who, having died, were 
characterized by exceptional acts of saintliness". 
 To confirm that this view is correct, note that 1st Corinthians 
is addressed to "those who have been sanctified in Christ 
Jesus, saints by calling" (1Cor. 1:2 - NASV).  Yet these same 
"saints" were guilty of contentions (1:11), carnal mindedness 
(3:1-3), toleration of sin (5:1-2), desecration of the Lord's 
Supper (11:17-34), etc.  Yes, all of the Christians at Corinth 
were saints, but not all were living as God desired.  In fact, 
Paul said: "Shall I praise you in this?  I praise you not" (11:22).  
They were all saints, but they were not all praiseworthy. 
 So, the term "saint" has been perverted through the 
centuries.  But, according to the Bible, it is proper to use the 
term "saint" to refer to all true Christians.  The challenge is 
for us all to live up to the true definition of the word.   


