
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for June is posted on the bulletin board so the men 
can see what their responsibilities are for that month. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS: Telford Hamm’s brother.  Helen Sparks had to go back to 
the Tupelo Hospital, but thought she would be moved to rehab in Red Bay this past 
week.   Nancy Summerford’s mother is in last stages of Alzheimer’s and her sister-in-
law, Jeannie Bowen is in Huntsville hospital with serious heart issues.  Donna 
Criswell continues to care for her aunt, Nell Barrett.  Donna Criswell’s brother-in-law, 
Sam Livingston is in the hospital in Columbia, MO and he is not doing very well.   

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was in 
the Red Bay News the week before our meeting with an announcement on the front 
and an article on the back.  For those who do not get the paper, there are copies of the 
new issue on the table in the foyer.  There is also an add that appears in the local paper 
once a month offering a free Bible correspondence course.  Remember our TV/Radio 
program on local Cable TV channels 12 and 97 at 6:30 AM and 4:30 PM on Sunday 
and various times through the week  as well as the audio on radio stations 1430 AM 
and 97.9 FM.  It is also on Facebook live at various times.  There are also DVD copies 
of the TV program available that your DVD player will show on your TV..  Jerry is also 
on the radio on 95.5 FM about 10 AM each Sunday.  Please pray for these efforts that 
they will reach people who will be interested in reading and listening to God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  June is filled with too many meetings to list, 
some are close enough for us to attend.  Please see the list on the bulletin board.  
If you know of  meetings in the area, please tell the one making announcements. 
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in 
 moments of comfort and convenience, but where he 
 stands at times of challenge and controversy. 
  
• The true disciple is obedient rather than ambitious, 
 committed rather than competitive. For him, nothing is 
 more important than pleasing the one who called him. 
  
• It's not hard to make decisions when you know what your 
 values are. 
  

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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HOW TO ANSWER WHEN YOU DON'T 
KNOW THE ANSWER 

By Greg Gwin 
 
 No one likes to be 'put on the spot.' We dread the 
possibility of being asked questions that we can't answer. 
This is especially true when the questions are about religion. 
 Without a doubt, one of the biggest hindrances to 
spreading the gospel is this fear of being asked questions. 
Many Christians feel uneasy about their level of Bible 
knowledge. Thus, to avoid potentially embarrassing 
situations, they do their best to sidestep any discussion that 
might turn to religious themes. This is sad, because it keeps 
us from many 'open doors' for personal evangelism. 
 Since no one has ALL of the answers, it is important for 
us to know what to do when questions arise that 'stump' us. 
Here are some suggestions: 
 1) Realize -- and be ready to explain -- that there are 
simply some pieces of information that we do not have 
because God has not supplied them. "The secret things 
belong unto the Lord our God" (Deut. 29:29). But, we have 
"all truth" (John 16:12, 13), and "all things that pertain unto 
life and godliness" (2 Pet. 1:3). So, every piece of essential 
information has been supplied. 
 2) When you do not know the answer, it is best to simply 
admit it. This is much better than trying to 'bluff' your way 
through. Humbly say, "I don't know." But do not fail to add: 
"I'll find out and get back to you on that." Following this 
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procedure will actually provide additional opportunities to 
teach. It keeps the door open to further discussions. 
 3) Study, study, study! You will feel less intimidated and 
more willing to engage in biblical discussions if you build 
your confidence level by increasing your Bible knowledge. 
Pay special attention to areas where you presently feel 
'weak' in knowledge and understanding. Be well prepared to 
deal with popular denominational errors. Be ready to explain 
'issues' that divide brethren. 
 4) Never shy away from a chance to talk about God and 
His Word. The more you do this, the easier it will become. 
Every such conversation serves as an opportunity for you to 
'sharpen your sword.' 
 

THE LORD'S CHURCH IN YOUR COMMUNITY 

By Edward O. Bragwell, Sr. 
 

 There are many churches in many places which have no 
bowling club, no softball team, nor do they sponsor a Boy 
Scout troop.  The physical property of these churches 
includes a very modern place for assembly and worship, with 
class rooms for Bible Study; but in all of this widespread 
plant there is no kitchen, no banquet hall, no gymnasium, no 
party room.  
 Your first thought may be, "What strange churches!  What 
strange people!”  Perhaps.  However, many of these church 
members are your neighbors and enjoy their food, 
recreation, and entertainment just as much as everyone 
else.  But the church building is not used as a civic or social 
club.  By now you may be asking, "Then what does this 
congregation offer me?  What does she offer the community 
in which you live?”  These are fair questions and demand 
fair, open answers.  
 The church was established by Jesus Christ the Son of 
God, to fill a need, to do a work that no human institution 
could possibly perform.  We deplore the fact that 
denominations have smothered the real purpose of the 
church beneath civic, social, and domestic affairs.  Upon 
reading Matthew 16:18; Acts 20:28; Ephesians 3:10-11; 
5:25; and 1Timothy 3:15 we need to be impressed with the 
sacredness of the church.  She can have no trivial purpose, 
nor is such assigned to her by the Word of God.  
 But some say, "We live in the 21st century.  The church 
must meet the needs of today!”  Exactly so!  We have many 

fine civic and social organizations which can meet the 
physical needs of our community, and we as individuals 
need to support and promote all wholesome efforts to better 
the lot of mankind in this life.  But this 21st century is 
woefully lacking in emphasis upon the soul of man, and his 
eternal welfare.  Yes, the church must meet the need of 
today - the very greatest need of all being the peculiar and 
distinctive benefit offered mankind by Christ - the salvation of 
their soul.  
 Our primary concern is with the spiritual needs of mankind 
- his need is for God, for forgiveness of sins, for genuine 
God-satisfying worship, for the pureness of conscience that 
can come only from living, working and worshipping 
according to the directions of the Word of God.  
 As a people we know we are not perfect, "For we dare not 
make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with 
some that commend themselves; but measuring themselves 
by themselves, and comparing themselves among 
themselves, are not wise.  But we will not boast of things 
without measure, but according to the measure to reach 
even unto you" (2Corinthians 10:12, 13).  
 We make no plea of greatness on our part, but pledge 
ourselves to strive diligently to follow the rule of God, the 
divine message.  We speak where the Bible speaks, and are 
silent where the Bible is silent.  
 Visit with us and we will welcome your honest 
investigation of the church of Christ in this community. 
 
EDITOR’S NOTE:  Brother Bragwell has done an excellent 
job in calling our attention to the real purpose of the Lord’s 
church.  And, by the way, the sermon planned for tonight will 
concern itself with some of these same thoughts. 
 We need to know and be thoroughly convinced as to what 
our purpose is as a congregation of the Lord’s people.  The 
reason we need to know is so we can explain to our 
neighbors and friends when they ask about what “programs” 
the church provides in the various areas of social and civic 
life.  Because our society as a whole has been conditioned 
to expect these kinds of things from “churches”.  Even civil 
government has come to expect churches to be involved in 
providing general benevolence in times of need, especially in 
disaster relief.  We need to be able to explain why we help 
as individuals and not as a church; why as individuals we are 
involved in various civic and social affairs, but not the local 
church out of its treasury. 


