
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for July is posted on the bulletin board so the men 
can see what their responsibilities are for that month. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS: Remember Telford Hamm’s brothers.  Helen Sparks is at 
home, but her blood is still low.   Nancy Summerford’s mother is in last stages of 
Alzheimer’s.  Nancy’s sister-in-law, Jeannie Bowen is at home, but doctors have not 
determined the cause of her problems.  Donna Criswell is caring for her aunt, Nell 
Barrett.  Donna’s brother-in-law, Sam Livingston was able to go home from the 
hospital but still not doing well.  Virgie Waddle’s sister-in-law, Jean Malone fell and 
fractured some vertebrae in her neck which required surgery.  She is now at Red Bay 
hospital for physical therapy. 

OUT OF TOWN:  Jack, Brenda and Randy Elliott are in Nashville this weekend 
to be with other family members. 

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was in 
the Red Bay News June 26 with a meeting announcement on the front and an article 
on the back.  There are copies of the new issue on the table in the foyer.  There is also 
an ad in the local paper once a month offering a free Bible correspondence course.  
Remember our TV/Radio program on local Cable TV channels 12 and 97 at 6:30 AM 
and 4:30 PM on Sunday and various times through the week  as well as the audio on 
radio stations 1430 AM and 97.9 FM.  It is also on Facebook live at various times.  
There are DVD copies of the TV program available.  Jerry is also on the radio on 95.5 
FM about 10 AM each Sunday.  Please pray that these efforts will reach people 
interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS:  Belgreen July 21 - 26 with Mark White Mon - Fri 7 pm.  
Center View July 21 - 24 with Bobby Graham M - W 7:30.  Piney Grove July 28 - 
31 with Guy McDaniel Mon - Wed 7 pm.  North Jackson Street (Houston, MS) 
with Mike McLemore July 28 – Aug 1 M – T 7:30.  They will have a singing Aug 2 
at 7:30 pm. Singing will be led by Larsen Plyler  If you know of  meetings in the 
area, please tell the one making announcements. 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• The world belongs to the man who is wise enough to 
 change his mind in the presence of facts. 
 
• The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in 
 moments of comfort and convenience, but where he 
 stands at times of challenge and controversy. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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OUR SUBTLE SOCIETY BEARS WATCHING 
By Dee Bowman 

 

 "Culture" is used to describe our place in time. It 

includes the total of our surroundings: our accepted social 
behavior; the institutions we construct to support, teach, and 
promote our conclusions in science, education, and the arts; 
the art which reflects our times; and the literature which both 
describes and illustrates what we are all about. Those who 
understand or are skilled in their various areas are said to 
have culture, as long as their manners conform to the 
accepted standards of the day. The word "cultivate" would 
be used, then, to describe the process of becoming cultured, 
or learning to act in accordance with an acceptable mode of 
conduct. 
 The accepted standard of conduct is very loose in this 
age. First, it is based on subjectivism, a way of thinking 
which gives each individual the "right" to do about as he 
pleases. Second, there is very little purity attached to 
societal infractions, even though some things are still 
considered "wrong" in some way or the other. Take divorce, 
for instance. Society basically contends that it is not good, 
but will still contend for the "right" of anyone to divorce for 
any cause. Homosexuality is frowned on by much of society, 
but there is little punishment for those who practice it. 
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Further, outbursts of temper, seething anger, respectable 
lying, "getting even" are looked upon as acceptable modes 
of conduct by society. And most of these socially acceptable 
"sins" are acceptable on the basis of the "personal rights."  
So, it's not hard at all to be cultured in this age. All you have 
to do is do what you want to. After all, it's your "right". 
 Society (the persons who determine the culture viewed 
corporately) is not good at making the kind of rules which are 
actually in the best interests of us all. In fact, history tells us 
of one miserable failure after another in its efforts. It shows 
that, apart from a subscription to the divine mandate, man's 
culture deteriorates terribly. Left unattended by the word of 
God, man gets worse and worse, finally descending into an 
inescapable quagmire of filth and putridity. 
 I'd like you to notice four things - subtle, simple things which 
are gradually sapping the energy out of morality in this age. 
And please take note that while they are rampant in the world 
at large, they are slowly creeping in amongst us as well. 

 That beautiful equals good. We live in a society 

which has placed an awful stress on how we look. It matters 
not that a person is morally bankrupt, if he or she is 
beautiful, he or she is good. We will listen to those who are 
beautiful; we will not hear those who are not. How sad that 
we have put the visage, not the character, as the 
measurement of our acceptability (read Isaiah 53:2) 

 That force is moral. The movies we see teach us that 

a karate chop to the chin of the opponent is not only 
acceptable conduct, but is in fact, recommended action. 
Violence has become a favorite form of entertainment in 
today's culture. The more violence, the greater the popularity 
of the movie. When have you seen a movie that 
recommended that you "Love your enemies, bless them that 
curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
which despitefully use you and persecute you"? (Matthew 
6:44). Is such conduct outmoded? Is it no longer applicable 
to modern-day situations? Who says so? 

 That happiness is determined by things. Our 

culture has placed such a strong emphasis on money and 

what it will buy that a person who does not have it, and 
cannot therefore buy, is considered to be a social outcast, if 
not downright immoral.  Success is measured in terms of 
dollars and cents. Profits are all-important, losses 
unacceptable. Families have been robbed of mothers who 
have to work. And that's moral? Youngsters are sent off to 
work as soon as they can get a Social Security number and 
it matters not that they work on Sunday or Wednesday night. 
And that's moral? Read Matthew 6:33. Don't just read it, 
consider it. 

 That religion is weakness. There have always been 

those who scoffed at faith in God as the crutch of weaklings, 
but seldom more than in our age. People today don't confess 
their faith in God for fear that someone will laugh at them. 
Sin is discussed in euphemistic terms, if at all. And hell is 
considered to be the figment of someone's antiquated, 
puritanical imagination. Isn't it strange, though, how folks 
"get religion" when they're told about their cancer, or after 
they have a heart attack? All of a sudden, they're praying, 
talking about "church", about how religious their family has 
always been, about all the "good people down at the 
church". How do you think God feels about that? Read 
Matthew 25:13. 
 
 

WHOSE ORDERS? 
By Robert Hines 

 
 Years ago, I read notice of a horrible train wreck in which 
many people died painfully amid the twisted, burning 
wreckage. The engineer was killed as well. But as he lay 
near death, he showed those near a paper, saying, "Take 
this. It will show I was given the wrong orders." And they 
were the wrong ones. He had been on the wrong track. Yet 
he was still dying. And many were already dead close by. 
 Friend, you have an eternal soul, entrusted to you by God 
to serve Him. What orders are you following? Are they His? 
or man's idea of religion? Make sure, because sincerity is 
not enough.  


