
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for July is posted on the bulletin board so the men 
can see what their responsibilities are for that month. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS: Remember Telford Hamm’s brothers.  Helen Sparks is 
doing better and was able to be at worship this past Sunday..  She is supposed to 
hear from her blood work this week.   Nancy Summerford’s mother is in last stages of 
Alzheimer’s.  Nancy’s sister-in-law, Jeannie Bowen is at home and some better.  
Donna Criswell is caring for her aunt, Nell Barrett.  Donna’s brother-in-law, Sam 
Livingston was able to go home from the hospital but still not doing well.  Virgie 
Waddle’s sister-in-law, Jean Malone is in Red Bay hospital for physical therapy.  
Another of Virgie’s sister’s-in-law, Rada Malone had a stroke and is in the Tupelo 
Hospital. 

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was in 
the Red Bay News June 26 with a meeting announcement on the front and an article 
on the back.  There are copies of the new issue on the table in the foyer.  There is also 
an ad in the local paper once a month offering a free Bible correspondence course.  
Remember our TV/Radio program on local Cable TV channels 12 and 97 at 6:30 AM 
and 4:30 PM on Sunday and various times through the week  as well as the audio on 
radio stations 1430 AM and 97.9 FM.  It is also on Facebook live at various times.  
There are DVD copies of the TV program available.  Jerry is also on the radio on 95.5 
FM about 10 AM each Sunday.  Please pray that these efforts will reach people 
interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS:  Piney Grove July 28 - 31 with Guy McDaniel; Mon - Wed 
7 pm.   North Jackson (Houston, MS) with Mike McLemore July 28 - Aug 1;  Mon 
– Thu 7:30 pm.  They will have a singing Aug 2 at 7:30 pm. Singing will be led by 
Larsen Plyler.  Needmore Aug 18 - 20 with Larsen Plyler; Mon - Tues 7 pm.  
If you know of  meetings in the area, please tell the one making announcements. 
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• Blowing out another fellow's candle will not make yours 
 shine brighter. 
 
• Many people know how to make a living, but not how to live. 
 
• To become truly rich, we must spend ourselves in true 
 service to God. 
 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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YOUR INTREPRETATION OR THE TRUTH? 
By Matt Allen 

 
 Our religious world is full of those who say no one can  
understand the Bible alike.  Therefore, different denominations 
are  necessary to accommodate different people.  As a result, the 
majority  of  people teach that there are saved in "all churches."  
Usually,  when  one  who believes this is confronted with the truth, 
the reply most often heard is: "Well, that is just your interpretation" 
or, "I do not agree  with that."   These statements are often used 
as a means to back  oneself out of a corner.   
 The New Testament plea for unity stands in direct contrast 
with  this popular belief.  Denominational preachers pray over 
the radio, "Lord, we thank Thee that we have the church of our 
choice."  In John 17:20-21 Jesus prayed that "they all might be 
one."  Do we have to rely on individual interpretations or is there 
a standard of truth that we  can go by? 
 We must realize there is but ONE interpretation of the  
Scriptures.  Ephesians 5:17 says, "Therefore do not be unwise, 
but  understand what the will of the Lord is." Notice the phrase 
"the will" in this verse is singular in nature.  There is but one 
standard to go by.  Paul, through inspiration of the Holy Spirit 
says that we need to  understand that standard.  The will of God 
is revealed to man via the  pages of the New Testament.  
Therefore, the Bible is indeed an understandable book.   
 God wants us to understand His word.  Paul wrote in 1Tim.  
2:3-4, "For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our 
Savior,  who desires all men to be saved and to come to the 
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knowledge of the  truth."  He revealed to us one understandable 
plan of salvation (Eph.  3:1-6). 
 Jesus said man is capable of understanding God's Word.  In 
John  6:44-45 Christ said, "No one can come to Me unless the 
Father who sent  Me draws Him: and I will raise him up at the 
last day.  It is written  in  the prophets, 'And they shall all be 
taught by God.'  Therefore  everyone  who has heard and 
learned from the father comes to Me."  John 8:32 says, "And 
you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." 
 Are things different for persons today than in the first century?  
Many denominationalists teach the Bible is no longer relevant for 
men today.  For some reason, things have changed where man 
can no longer understand one simple truth.  But what does the 
Bible say?   God's  teaching is unchanged.  "All flesh is as grass, 
and all the glory of  man  as the flower of the grass.  The grass 
withers, and its flower falls away.  But the word of the Lord 
endures forever." (1Pet. 1:24-25)  The word spoken once by God 
through the apostles is applicable to all men everywhere, despite 
the dispensation of time in which they happen to  live. 
 As with many things, this issue is primarily a matter of  
attitude.  Acts 28:24-25 says, "And some were persuaded by the 
things  which were spoken and some disbelieved.  So, when 
they did not agree among themselves, they departed after Paul 
had said one word."  Those  who departed in this verse had an 
attitude similar to many today.  That  is, the majority of people in 
the present religious world have a very  hard time submitting 
their will to God's will.  The reason they "can not" understand the 
Bible is they do not want to understand the Bible for what it says.  
Because of this, a simple solution to the matter is to teach that 
no one can understand the Bible alike and therefore one must 
rely upon individual interpretation.  All too many have a closed  
mind and a bad attitude.  Who has not heard the statement, "My 
parents  and grandparents believed this..." or, "I do not want to 
offend  someone.”?  This attitude is not one that follows the 
example of Christ   (Luke 22:42). 
 If we understand the Bible at all, it will be alike.  Paul said in 
1Cor. 1:10, "Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our  
Lord  Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that 
there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined 
together in the same mind and in the same judgment."  What 
Paul wrote in this verse is  not the popular attitude today.  In fact, 
most people "agree to  disagree."  Instead of standing upon the 
rock of the truth, we hear the phrase, "it (the Bible) says one 
thing to me and something entirely different to you."  Does this 
not make God out to be a liar? 

    Let us be thankful for the great love that Almighty God has  
bestowed upon mankind. God wants all men to come to 
repentance.  (2Pet.  3:9).  He desires all men do whatever it 
takes to come to Him for salvation.  Let us never take His word 
for granted, but do our part in following His plan, the one and 
only plan, so that we can be pleasing unto Him.  Let us all learn 
to speak as the oracles of God, and to  realize there is but one 
truth. (1Pet. 4:11) 
 
 

CULTURE AND THE CHRISTIAN 
By Kyle Campbell 

 
 I’ve had recent opportunity to think about our culture and how it affects 
the Christian. There are lots of Christians who think that local culture is 
adequate to shape our beliefs about certain sins, such as modesty and 
drinking. I remember as a young preacher an issue of a periodical where 
preachers from California discussed modesty. I thought the whole idea 
was silly — and so did they. Their point was that they still preach what 
God says, even though they lived in an immodest local culture. 
 When you really think about it, there’s a lot of questions about local 
culture that need an answer. Consider a few. If I lived in Las Vegas, could 
I gamble in every form? If I lived in Napa Valley, could I drink wine? Most 
pornographic videos are filmed in Los Angeles. Could I watch them if I 
lived there? Most crystal meth arrests are made in Michigan. Since it’s 
apparently so popular, could I smoke it if I lived there? If I lived in 
Kentucky, could I chew the tobacco grown there? If I lived in Galveston, 
could I encourage my wife and daughter to wear a bikini at their beautiful 
beaches? Most marijuana arrests occur in Texas. Since it’s so well-liked, 
here, could I smoke it? These questions are interesting, aren’t they? 
Everything I do must have positive, divine authority. That’s what Paul 
meant when he wrote, “And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him” 
(Colossians 3:17). Can local culture change the word of God? No! It is 
shocking to see Christians trying to make the cultural argument for the 
acceptance of moral sins. 
 In a wicked and permissive society, Paul not only commended people 
coming out of their wickedness, but he also told them that their bodies 
were temples of the Holy Spirit.(1Corinthians 6:9-20). What made the 
Corinthians turn the Lord’s Supper into a common meal? Was it the pagan 
festivals they were accustomed to seeing? If it was, then Paul told them to 
stop it.(1Corinthians 11:17-34, esp. vv. 22, 34). Sins were not modified or 
excused by local culture. When the gospel confronted various sins; the 
command was always to repent. 


