
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for August is posted on the bulletin board so the men 
can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

MOVING: Helen Sparks will be moving back to TN this week.  Certainly, we will 
miss her and wish her well in this move and pray that her health will continue to 
improve. 

BUSINESS MEETING:  The men will have a business meeting August 18 after 
services that Sunday afternoon. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS: Charles Weatherbee is in the hospital in Birmingham with 
heart related issues.  He is possibly going to have to have a defibrillator or 
pacemaker put in.  Jack Elliott has a broken toe and Brenda has not been feeling 
well.  Remember Telford Hamm’s brothers.  Nancy Summerford’s mother has 
Alzheimer’s.  Nancy’s sister-in-law, Jeannie Bowen continues slow improvement.  
Donna Criswell is caring for her aunt, Nell Barrett whose conditions has worsened 
some.  Donna’s brother-in-law, Sam Livingston is about the same.  Virgie Waddle’s 
sister-in-law, Jean Malone is in Red Bay Hospital for physical therapy following 
surgery for fractured vertebrae. 

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was in 
the Red Bay News June 26 with a meeting announcement on the front and an article 
on the back.  There are copies of the new issue on the table in the foyer.  There is also 
an ad in the local paper once a month offering a free Bible correspondence course.  
Remember our TV/Radio program on local Cable TV channels 12 and 97 at 6:30 AM 
and 4:30 PM on Sunday and various times through the week  as well as the audio on 
radio stations 1430 AM and 97.9 FM.  It is also on Facebook live at various times.  
There are DVD copies of the TV program available.  Jerry is also on the radio on 95.5 
FM about 10 AM each Sunday.  Please pray that these efforts will reach people 
interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS:  Jackson Drive (Athens) Aug 11 - 16 with John Gibson 
Mon - Fri 7 pm.  Eastside (Russellville) Aug 11-16 with Lowell Sallee; Sun 7:30 
pm & Mon - Fri 7 pm.  Needmore Aug 18 - 20 with Larsen Plyler; Mon - 
Tues 7 pm.  If you know of  meetings in the area, please tell the one making 
announcements. 
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• Reputation grows like a mushroom; character grows like 
 an oak. 
 
• A lot of people waste too much sympathy on themselves. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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"DITCH-DIGGING WORK" 
By Greg Gwin 

 

 I was talking to a preacher about his work in a small, 
struggling congregation.  There had been plenty of "ups and 
downs."  I've admired his work there for some time and told 
him so.  His response impressed me. He said, "it's ditch-
digging work."  By that he meant his work was not flashy or 
spectacular.  There wasn't any glamour or personal glory to 
be gained.  He wouldn't develop a big reputation from what 
he was doing.  It was just plain, simple, hard work that 
needed to be done.  Thank God that there are men like him 
that are willing to do such "ditch-digging." 
 We need the spirit that this godly servant expressed.  We 
need to remember that "he that is greatest among you shall 
be your servant.  And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be 
abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted" 
(Matthew 23:11,12). 
 There's way too much striving for personal glory in God's 
kingdom.  We see far too many folks - preachers and others 
- who are more concerned about how they "look" in the eyes 
of others than they are about what they are really doing in 
productive work for the glory of God. 
 The Pharisees were of this mind-set.  Jesus said that "all 
their works they do for to be seen of men" (Matthew 23:5).  
Sadly, they have many modern-day counterparts. 
 Paul urged us to "let nothing be done through strife or 
vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other 
better than themselves" (Philippians 2:3).  Let's work hard to 
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develop a servant's heart.  What needs to be done?  Is it 
some "ditch-digging?"  If so, then roll up your sleeves and 
get to work!  Remember, "your labor is not in vain in the 
Lord" (1Cor 15:58). 
 
 

WHO IS LORD? 
By Joe Fitch 

 
 And Pharaoh said, "Who is the LORD, that I should obey 
His voice to let Israel go?  I do not know the LORD, nor will I 
let Israel go"(Ex 5:2).  Pharaoh's question "Who is the Lord" 
actually denies any lord other than himself.  Ten plagues 
follow but are not designed to get Israel out of Egypt.  Ten 
plagues later, Israel is in Egypt; Pharaoh is still strutting.  
The plagues were God's answer to Pharaoh question. 
 So, who is really Lord?  The answer is quite simple; no 
doubt.  Then or now, the one called "Jesus" is Lord - Lord over 
all lords.  He should be treated as Lord by all - but is he? - and 
what does it involve?  Pharaoh knew what "Lord" implied.  Listen 
to him:  “...that I should obey his voice."  It is easy to say "Jesus 
is Lord;" the words come easy.  However, look and see who 
calls the shots! - the real test in accepting Jesus as Lord. 
 The church is lord in some places.  They sing about 
Jesus as Lord; they open the book and read what Jesus 
says.  The church frowns; they meet and vote - the vote 
goes against Jesus!  Who carried the day?  Who is lord 
there?  This occurs often in church conventions.  They vote 
against plain doctrines from Jesus.  There is no reason to 
vote where Jesus has spoken; Jesus as Lord settled that! - 
but they did not accept that! 
 The preacher is often lord.  Jesus plainly speaks - then 
Brother Great explains it is different - convincing - powerful -
eloquent with his heresy.  Now who carries the day?   
Whose word settles the issue?  Brother Great wins too 
frequently; he is lord.  Remember Apollos? - eloquent and 
mighty, but wrong about baptism?(Act.18:24-).  He was not 
the final authority - not lord. 
 Regularly, the job boss is lord.  "I know what Jesus said - 
and I know what he expects me to do, but I have a boss who 
says I have to"  Who reigns?  Who is lord in this matter? 
 Money is lord for many people.  The rich young ruler 
clearly understood Jesus (Matt 19:16ff) but his money 
dictated a different path.  He turns his back on Jesus, and 
bows to his money.  Money was lord - as it is for all where 

"love of money" (1Tim 6:10) dictates - and leads to all kinds 
of evil.  Money rules; Jesus is rejected as Lord. 
 For multitudes, pleasure is lord.  They know what Jesus 
teaches; they clearly understand.  That settles nothing.  
Listen to them - they appeal to their lord. "I like to"  "It is such 
fun."  Jesus' verdict is nothing; he is not Lord! 
 No doubt, the devil is lord to many.  Some wear satanic 
robes and chant praise to Satan.  Many more will not put it into 
words - never admit it.  However, on a practical basis, the devil 
calls the shots.  You can debate the issue; present the most 
convincing arguments.  You win the debate, but lose the people 
- to the devil.  They bow to him; kneel before his throne.  They 
are like the ancient Jews who affirmed "We have one Father - 
God."  Yet they would not hear nor obey his son Jesus.  To 
them, Jesus replied,  "You are of your father the devil, and the 
desires of your father you want to do" (Jhn 8:41ff).  They claimed 
God, but they refused to obey Jesus, his son.  Who was their 
lord? - who else but the one who commanded them? 
 Others make self lord.  Jesus saw this and confronted it. "If 
anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross, and follow Me" (Matt 16:24).  This demand was at 
the beginning point - it was essential at the start to recognize 
Jesus as Lord.  Jesus cannot function as Lord of your life while 
"self-rule" is in place.  It quickly comes to, "I know Jesus says, 
but I really want to"  The matter is settled by "I."  Now, who is 
lord?  For such - for all, there must be a crucifixion where "I" dies 
(Gal 2:20). Only then is Jesus Lord in your life. 
 You see, there are many contenders for the job of lord.  
That they are unqualified matters not;  Jesus is voted out as 
Lord - on a practical basis.  People do not obey him.  There 
are words of praise - grand professions - an abundance of 
excuses, but no "that I should obey his voice." 
 Rejecting Jesus as Lord is a real injustice.  He is rightfully 
Lord - no other is truly Lord - no matter our verdict.  This will 
not be corrected until judgement day.  Then  "at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of 
those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father" (Phil 2:10-).  On that day, He will act as 
Lord in all judgement.  Both "depart ... into everlasting fire" 
and "come.... inherit the kingdom" (Matt 25:31-) will be 
unquestioned by anyone.  He is, after all, Lord of lords!  
Sadly, for multitudes, it will be too late to accept his Lordship 
- too late to salvage eternity and their souls. 
 How about you?  Is Jesus your Lord?  Really your Lord? 


