
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for September is posted on the bulletin board so the 
men can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS: There is no current news of the sick due to the editor 
being on a preaching trip and taking some vacation time. 

OUT OF TOWN:  Jerry and Dottie are out of town for Jerry’s meeting work and 
some vacation time to see some of their grandchildren in Texas. 

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was in 
the Red Bay News June 26 with a meeting announcement on the front and an article 
on the back.  There are copies of the new issue on the table in the foyer.  There is also 
an ad in the local paper once a month offering a free Bible correspondence course.  
Remember our TV/Radio program on local Cable TV channels 12 and 97 at 6:30 AM 
and 4:30 PM on Sunday and various times through the week  as well as the audio on 
radio stations 1430 AM and 97.9 FM.  It is also on Facebook live at various times.  
There are DVD copies of the TV program available.  Jerry is also on the radio on 95.5 
FM about 10 AM each Sunday.  Please pray that these efforts will reach people 
interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS:  If you know of  meetings in the area, please tell the one 
making announcements. 
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• He who knows not and knows that he knows not is 

simple, teach him. He who knows not and knows not that 
he knows not is a fool, avoid him. He who knows and 
knows not that he knows is asleep, awake him. He who 
knows and knows that he knows is wise, follow him. 

 
• Surely the harshest judgment of God and man is 
 reserved for those who, in a period of moral crisis, 
 maintain their neutrality. 
 
• The man who lives only for self is engaged in a very 
 unprofitable business. 
 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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''HEREBY WE KNOW--'' 
By Dan S. Shipley 

 
 To know God in the ultimate and saving sense involves 
the keeping of His commandments. In fact, as John points 
out in 1Jhn. 2:3, this is the only sure mark by which one can 
truly be certain of "knowing'' God: "And hereby we know that 
we know him, if we keep his commandments.'' In 
commenting on this verse Lenski says, "John takes up the 
question that troubles the mind of so many young people. Is 
our certainty better than the certainty of men in other 
religions? Are we Christians merely because we are born in 
Christian families? If we had been born Jews or 
Mohammedans would we not feel just as certain and be just 
as right in feeling that we truly know God? Or is the certainty 
of the skeptic not as good as the one we claim? Is the whole 
of religion not a mere subjective matter, unproved and 
unprovable, especially to a real thinking, scientific mind?'' 
  "Here is the answer,'' he continues. "God has revealed 
himself, has made himself known. Those have known and 
know him, those know that they have known him, who are 
keeping his commandments'' (Interp. of 1Jhn., p. 404).  
Herein lies the difference between professed and true 
disciples. Many say "Lord, Lord,'' yet do not the things which 
he says (Lk. 6:46). The doing demonstrates the allegiance. 
Thus, "be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only...'' (Jas. 
l:22). He who claims all authority says that men are to be 
taught to "observe all things whatsoever I commanded 
you...'' (Matt. 28:20). Such passages (and many, many 
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others!) clearly show that to truly know and please God 
means something--but that's not all. 
  Equally important is what we do. Many have substituted 
religious activity for keeping His commandments. To be 
sure, they are busy, busy, busy with their various "church''-
related programs, but being doers of these projects is often 
far different from being "doers of the word.'' The only 
acceptable doing in the name of religion is God-directed 
doing and any claim to "know'' Him apart from this is false 
and futile. We live in an age in which religion and religious 
activity has been accorded an undeserved dignity and 
respectability.  The popular notion that a man can please 
God while believing and practicing what pleases the man is 
absurd because it is neither faith nor obedience!  Regardless 
of how many churches may practice a thing (including 
"OUR'' church); regardless of how many "big'' preachers and 
elders may endorse it; regardless of how much good it may 
seem to accomplish, if it is not doing HIS 
COMMANDMENTS (truth), it is sinful and divisive!  Naturally, 
most assume themselves to be doing God's will. However, 
men of conviction will "prove all things'' (1Thes. 5:21); know 
His commandments; do them and thereby know Him. 
  Indeed, there can be no substitute for God-directed doing. 
Rightly viewed, such doing not only does not contradict faith and 
grace, but rather complements them. God's grace teaches man 
how to live and serve; through faith man appropriates and 
applies His word. Thus, it is never a matter of grace only, faith 
only, or works only, but by grace through obedient faith (Eph. 
2:8-10). Do you KNOW that you know Him? 

-- Via Plain Talk, vol. 18, no. 3, p. 3, May, 1981 
 
 

LIVING FOR SELF OR GOD? 
By Dan Shipley 

 
  Generally speaking, men's lives are governed by one of 
two fundamental philosophies: namely, whether to live as 
self pleases, or to live as God pleases.  The apostle Peter 
alludes to these two lifestyles while encouraging the latter 
when he says, ''...that ye no longer should live the rest of 
your time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of 
God'' (1Pet. 4:2).  Men will live to the one or the other--for 
self or for God.  It is sobering to contemplate just how the 
rest of my time in the flesh will be lived.  It is something 
every mortal would do well to consider. 

  As has been noted, our manner of life is governed either 
by self-will or by divine will.  Not that we are always and 
exclusively influenced by one to the total neglect of the 
other.  Bad men will often do some good things and good 
men will occasionally do bad.  However, that which governs 
our lives is that which has the predominant decisive 
influence.   As a free moral agent, each man will determine 
his own priorities.   He does not have to be the servant of 
sin! (Rom. 6:16-18)--but neither does God predestine or 
preserve him as a servant of righteousness.   It is what a 
man wants to do; what he wants to be, that determines his 
priorities and the principles by which he will be governed. 
  Accordingly, Jesus tells certain Jews, "Ye are of your 
father the devil, and the lusts of your father it is your will to 
do'' (Jhn. 8:44).   And to others like them He says, ''...how 
often would I have gathered thy children together, even as 
a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye 
would not!'' (Matt. 23:37).  They did as they pleased and in 
disregard for what pleased the Lord.   In writing to the 
saints at Ephesus, Paul reminds them of a time in which 
"we also all lived in the lusts of our flesh, doing the desires 
of the flesh and of the mind....'' (2:3).   This was their 
lifestyle, but it had changed because they had changed.  It 
was no longer their desire to "live to the lusts of men, but to 
the will of God.'' So, men can change their will--and they do 
so as they change their minds in true repentance.  
Repentance is an effect of faith and faith comes from 
hearing the word of God (Rom. 10:17; Jhn. 20:31). 
  Therefore, as a man will hear and learn the will of God 
(Jhn. 6:45), he can alter his own will and, consequently, his 
lifestyle.  This is what Paul calls being "transformed by the 
renewing of your mind'' (Rom. 12:2).  Every true Christian 
has been thusly changed.  It is a change of faith, effected by 
the powerful word of God (Rom. 1:16)--nothing else can 
produce such faith or bring about such change.  But we must 
remember that a changed mind, in itself, does not mean a 
changed relationship with God.  The alien sinner still must 
have forgiveness of sins and such is possible only in 
baptism.  Because sins are washed away in baptism (Acts 
22:16), it becomes the point of transition from a lost to a 
saved state.  From such faith as will express itself in 
repentance and baptism comes remission of sins (Acts 2:38) 
and, thus, newness of life (Rom. 6:4).  What better way to 
live "the rest of your time in the flesh''? 

-- Via Plain Talk, vol.  18, no.  9, November, 1981 


