
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for September is posted on the bulletin board so the 
men can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS: There is no current news of the sick due to the editor 
being on a preaching trip and taking some vacation time. 

OUT OF TOWN:  Jerry and Dottie are out of town for Jerry’s meeting work and 
some vacation time to see some grandchildren. 

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was in 
the Red Bay News June 26 with a meeting announcement on the front and an article 
on the back.  There are copies of the new issue on the table in the foyer.  There is also 
an ad in the local paper once a month offering a free Bible correspondence course.  
Remember our TV/Radio program on local Cable TV channels 12 and 97 at 6:30 AM 
and 4:30 PM on Sunday and various times through the week  as well as the audio on 
radio stations 1430 AM and 97.9 FM.  It is also on Facebook live at various times.  
There are DVD copies of the TV program available.  Jerry is also on the radio on 95.5 
FM about 10 AM each Sunday.  Please pray that these efforts will reach people 
interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS:  If you know of  meetings in the area, please tell the one 
making announcements. 
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• "In reality there is perhaps not one of our natural Passions 
 so hard to subdue as Pride.  Disguise it, struggle with it, 
 beat it down, stifle it, mortify it as much as one pleases, it 
 is still alive, and will now and then peek out and show 
 itself." ---Benjamin Franklin 
 
• Any dead fish can float downstream, but it takes a live 
 one to swim upstream. 
 
• People are funny, they want the front of the bus, the 
 middle of the road, and the back of the church building. 
 
• The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in 
 moments of comfort and convenience, but where he 
 stands at times of challenge and controversy.  

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH 
By Robert Turner 

 
 When Paul wrote to the church in Philippi (4:15) he 
addressed "all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at 
Philippi, with the bishops and deacons." (1:1) 
 Saints are "set apart" people, who have come "out of 
darkness into his marvelous light" (1Pet.2:9), who belong to 
the Lord.(1Cor.6:20)  This is another way of saying that all 
Christians are saints (in the N. T. sense) and beatification by 
some Roman council has nothing to do with it. 
 One does not become a saint by "joining" the church; but 
one becomes a part of the church by becoming a saint.  The 
church does not save; it is the saved.  Thus, we read in Acts 
2:47. "And the Lord added to the church ("to them" 
"together" ARV) daily (day by day) such as should be  saved 
(those that were being saved). 
 The word church is a collective word, such as "herd" 
"covey" "flock".  Literally, it indicates collection or assembly 
(called-out people) and is translated "assembly" in Acts 
19:32, 39, and 41, with no reference what-so-ever to God's 
people.  In some places it refers to saints literally assembled 
(1Cor. 11:18) but is perhaps more often used to "collect" 
figuratively those who have something in common. 
 All of God's children (the first-born ones, Heb. 12:22-
23) make up the church in its general or universal sense.  
They are "collected" in this designation because they 
have something in common -- their relationship to God 
the Father. They need not know one another, and God 
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authorizes no plan for collective acts. But as each one 
seeks to serve God through Jesus Christ, he "glorifies 
God in the church." (Eph. 1:6, 12; 2:6,22; 3:21)  The 
reader is blind indeed who tries to bind these passages to 
the local organized church. 
 But there are requirements, and provisions in the N.T., 
for saints to work together collectively-- to function as a 
unit. They were to assemble, (Heb.10:25) worship, 
(1Cor.1l:22-f.) have overseers (Acts 14:23) a treasury 
(1Cor. 16:2) etc.  It was to such a group as this that Paul 
addressed the Philippian letter, and he called them a 
"church". (Phil. 4:15) This is the local church or 
congregation -- the largest, smallest, and only 
organization of Christians given divine sanction in the 
New Testament. 
 These saints are "collected" by something more than a 
common relationship to God; they enter into a certain 
oneness by agreement (Cf.Acts 9:26-28, 3Jn. 10); discipline 
one-another (Matt.18:17 1Cor.5); have servants (Rom. 16:1) 
and send messengers (Phil. 2:2S); and in many other ways 
work as one -- collectively. 
 Many errors arise because we fail to recognize the N. T. 
definition of "church" (Ex.: the importance of being a 
member) or the various uses of the word. (Ex.: some try to 
make each obligation of the individual saint, an obligation of 
the local church.) 
 Careful reading "would from many a blunder free us, and 
foolish notion."  Beside that, we might learn something, 
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WHY SAINTS ASSEMBLE 
By Robert Turner 

 
 "Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together--" 
(Heb.10:25) is a clear statement of God's will in tile 
matter; and some babes in Christ 'nay "go to church" 
compelled by fear of God's wrath.   This is a legitimate 
motive, albeit one that is less needed by the more mature 
Christian.  The collective action of saints, with its 
attendant assemblings, is far more than an self-justifying 
end.  It grows out of the basic character of saints, and 
their God-appointed purposes. 
 Early Christians were "together" "with one accord".  (Acts 
2:44-46) A closeness, and singleness of purpose such as 

theirs brought them together physically, just as it will bring 
true Christians together today.   They gravitated toward one-
another for prayer as fishermen gather to discuss lures; they 
had a common interest and object of worship. 
 They loved the truth, and their "delight" was in the law of 
the Lord. (Matt.5:6; Psm.1:2)  When people are hungry, they 
do not have to be urged to go where there is food; nor do 
they eat "because of a sense of duty." 
 Faithful Christians had great respect and veneration for 
Jesus Christ (1Cor.11:23-f.) hence, welcomed opportunity to 
participate in the memorial supper.  Their hearts were 
warmed, and faith renewed as they worshipped "in 
remembrance of" Christ. 
 Each one's concern for his own spiritual welfare, as well 
as that of fellow Christians, was reflected in the assembling.   
In Heb.l0:23-25 note how "let us hold fast the profession of 
our faith without wavering" is related to their gathering 
together. 
 And because "every man according to his ability, 
determined---" the making of a common treasury brought 
them together. (Acts 11:29; 1Cor.16:1-3)  A pooled fund is 
the means of exchange by which a plurality of saints act as 
one to do God's will.  Some early churches were so anxious 
to do God's work they begged Paul to take their offering. 
(2Cor.8:4)  The next verse explains this eagerness: they had 
given themselves to the Lord. 
 Saints today assemble for these same reasons.  I do 
not refer to those who occasionally "attend" worship; I 
mean  those who worship with regularity, the faithful Few 
or many. 
 The indifferent and the hypocrites make excuses; perhaps 
even try to make some "logical" argument, as, "I can worship 
God, being alone."  Of course, what one could do, being 
alone, is hardly the question.  The hypocrite is seldom alone 
(i.e., there are other saints within reach) and if one were 
alone there is little reason to believe he would worship God.  
Such people usually compound their wrong by lying -- to 
others, to themselves, and to God. 
 If you are a "oncer" (once-a-week) or worse, allow 
yourself a moment of truly honest self-inspection.  Can you 
believe that one who loves his brethren because they are 
brethren, who delights in Bible study, has deep respect for 
the Lord's Supper, and is truly concerned for God's work and 
his own soul, would "do as you do"?? 

Via Plain Talk 


