
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for October is posted on the bulletin board so the 
men can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

OUT OF TOWN:  Richard and Beth Hammock and Bruce and Beulah Tooley.   

SICK AND SHUT-INS: Remember Telford Hamm’s brothers.  Nancy Summerford’s 
mother is in last stages of Alzheimer’s.  Nancy’s sister-in-law, Jeannie Bowen, is 
doing well, but still not fully recovered.  Donna Criswell is caring for her aunt, Nell 
Barrett.  Donna’s brother-in-law, Sam Livingston is better, but not well.  Virgie 
Waddle’s sister-in-law, Jean Malone is in the Red Bay nursing home. 

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was 
in the Red Bay News the first week in October.  There are copies of the new 
issue on the table in the foyer for those who do not receive a paper.  There is 
also an ad in the local paper once a month offering a free Bible correspondence 
course.  Remember our TV/Radio program on local Cable TV channels 12 and 
97 at 6:30 AM and 4:30 PM on Sunday and various times through the week  as 
well as the audio on radio stations 1430 AM and 97.9 FM.  It is also on Facebook 
live at various times.  There are DVD copies of the TV program available.  Jerry 
is also on the radio on 95.5 FM about 10 AM each Sunday.  Please pray that 
these efforts will reach people interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS:  Somerville Road (Decatur) Oct 6 - 9 with Lowell Sallee; 
(time unknown).  Hillsboro Heights (Moulton) Oct 6 – 11 with Leon Mauldin; Mon 
– Fri: 7 pm.  Highway 157 (Cullman) Oct 6 – 9 with Alan Yeater; (time unknown).  
Posey Oct 6 - 9 with David Cox; (time unknown).  Isbell Oct 13 - 15 with Danny 
Fuller; Sun night through Tuesday 7:30.  South Cullman Oct 13 - 17 with Kyle 
Pope; Mon-Thurs: 10 am & 7 pm.  Danville Road (Decatur) Oct 13-16 ) with Rick 
Billingsly; Mon-Wed 7 pm. Fourth Street (Cullman) Oct. 13 - 17 with Brad 
Sullivan; (time unknown).  Elgin Hills (East of Florence) Oct 13 - 16 with Larsen 
Plyler; Mon-Wed 7 pm.  If you know of other meetings in the area, please tell the 
one making announcements.  

  

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• Life doesn’t come with an instruction book — that’s why 
 God gave us the Bible. 
 
• You need a true purpose to live for and a genuine faith to 
 live by. 
 
• God’s way to heaven can be found in God’s Book! 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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EVERY CHRISTIAN’S PERSONAL 
RESPONSIBILITY 

By Richard Thetford 
 
     Whether we want to admit it or not, we are responsible for our actions. 
As Christians we must first understand that we are accountable to God. In 
Romans 14:12 it says, “So then each of us shall give account of himself to 
God.” Since we know that we are accountable to God we then must 
realize what the areas are in our life where we must take personal 
responsibility. Let’s examine a few of these: 
     For what we say: “But I say to you that for every idle word men may 
speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment” (Matthew 12:36). 
     For what we do: “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according 
to what he has done, whether good or bad” (2Corinthians 5:10). 
     For what we own: “But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. So, let 
each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; 
for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound 
toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may have 
an abundance for every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:6-8). 
     For what we think: “But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust 
for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart” (Matthew 5:28). 
     For what we know to do: “Therefore, to him who knows to do good and 
does not do it, to him it is sin” (James 4:17). 
     Sincere, devoted, and loyal Christians understand that we will give an 
account of ourselves to almighty God one day. Therefore, we should strive 
to examine ourselves daily to ensure that we are making the right choices, 
knowing that is our personal responsibility. 
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GODS OF THIS WORLD: DESIRE 
By Ethan R. Longhenry 

 
 In 2Corinthians 4:4, Paul speaks of the "god of this world" as 
referring to Satan. Satan, the Devil, was part of the reason 
behind the corruption of God's good creation (cf. Romans 8:20-
22), and he continues to allure people into serving God's 
creation and not God the Creator (cf. Romans 1:18-25). These 
are the "gods of this world" to which many devote their lives-- 
things God created to be used that are instead turned into God. 
 John, in 1John 2:15-17, identifies "the desire of the flesh, 
the desires of the eyes, and pride in possessions" as the 
three things in the world that are passing away forever and 
things which Christians are not to love. Two of those three 
explicitly refer to desire. 
 Satan, the "god of this world," tempted Eve to commit the 
first sin by directing her focus toward the fruit of the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil, and she saw that it was 
pleasing to the eyes and desired to make one wise-- an 
appeal to the desires of the flesh (Genesis 3:4-6). Sin thus 
entered the world; it remains to this day. Our modern 
society, it seems, is obsessed with whatever we want. We 
want and want and are quite willing to do what it takes to 
satisfy those desires (cf. James 4:2-4)! 
 Encouragement to satisfy desire starts very early in life. At 
least four observances-- birthdays, Easter, Halloween, and 
Christmas-- involve giving things to children. While some 
children may pick up on the value of family and relationships 
in these circumstances, almost all children learn how to want 
and to get what they wanted. 
 As those children grow up and become teenagers and 
young adults, marketers and salespersons bombard them with 
messages encouraging desire and the satisfaction thereof. We 
are encouraged to believe that various consumer products are 
not "wants" but "needs," and our lives would be incomplete 
without them. They "honor" us by telling us that we "deserve" 
various amenities and pleasures in life, and that we ought to 
satisfy them. They present beautiful people in skimpy or non-
existent clothing as users of the products, hoping that we might 
partake just to be like them. 
 Meanwhile, science, whether intentionally or not, provides 
justification for this whole system. "Evolutionary" answers are 
provided to justify human covetousness, envy, jealousy, and 
lust. Darwinist justifications are set forth for risky behavior, 
addictions, adultery, and homosexuality. Young people 

especially pick up on the implications of the messages they 
receive. They are told that they are animals that have all of 
these desires that are natural by the scientists, and then they 
are told by marketers and salespeople that they should satisfy 
those desires for their good and the good of the economy. It is 
little wonder, therefore, why so many people are obsessed with 
satisfying whatever desires they may have-- they are given 
every reason for doing so! 
 It is not as if desire, in and of itself, is wrong. God made 
human beings to desire things, and we are part of His good 
creation (Genesis 1:1-2:4). God intends for human beings to 
enjoy their work, take satisfaction in food and drink, and 
enjoy the wife (or, for women, the husband) of their youth 
(Ecclesiastes 3:13, 22; 9:9). God also wants people to desire 
good, holy, and proper things, and He stands willing to 
satisfy those desires (2Thessalonians 1:11). 
 The problem begins when desires are corrupted and take 
over the person and their lives. It is very easy, especially 
considering the messages society provides, to believe that 
we are the servants of our desires. 
 For many, it is the sexual desire that overtakes them-- and 
we are being made to believe that we are subject to our 
sexual desires and that we are defined by our sexuality. For 
others, the desire to consume, be it food, drink, or objects, 
overtakes them. Many others are overtaken by 
covetousness. Overindulgence of the desires of the eyes 
and flesh are behind many of the works of the flesh, 
including sexual immorality, lasciviousness, jealousy, envy, 
and covetousness (cf. Galatians 5:19-21). 
 While it may not be enjoyable or easy, we must not allow 
the satisfaction of our desires to become god. We must 
show self-discipline, self-control, sober-mindedness, and 
maintain a sacrificial attitude so that we may be in control of 
our desires as opposed to being slaves of our desires 
(1Corinthians 9:24-27, Galatians 5:22-24, 1Peter 2:11, 4:7). 
 We as human beings are certainly part of this creation but 
are also created in the image of God (Genesis 1:26-27). 
Therefore, we must not believe that we are enslaved to our 
desires-- we were not created in the image of animal 
desires, as if they were god, but the One True God, the 
Creator! We can maintain self-discipline and self-control and 
force our desires to serve us as opposed to being slaves to 
our desires-- but only if we consciously decide to make it so. 
Let us reflect the image of the One True God (Romans 
8:29), and keep desire under control! 


