
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTE S 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for October is posted on the bulletin board so the 
men can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:   Jane Edwards spent a few days in the hospital, and they 
determined that she has several bulging vertebrae that is causing her back pain.  She 
will be having physical therapy to help her recover.  Brenda Elliott has not been feeling 
well.  Remember Marvin Butz’s sister because they found a mass in her chest and she 
isn’t expected to live very long.  Remember Telford Hamm’s brothers.  One of his 
brothers, Vince, fell and as a result has some bad bruises, but nothing broken.  Nancy 
Summerford’s mother is in last stages of Alzheimer’s.   Nancy’s sister-in-law, Jeannie 
Bowen, is doing well, but still not fully recovered.   Donna Criswell is caring for her aunt, 
Nell Barrett.   Donna’s brother-in-law, Sam Livingston is better, but not well.   Virgie 
Waddle’s sister-in-law, Jean Malone is in the Red Bay nursing home. 

SYMPATHY:  We extend our sympathy to the Richardson family.  Johnny 
Richardson, a faithful gospel preacher for about 62 years passed away this past 
Monday morning.  His funeral was this past Wednesday.  

OUT OF TOWN:  Richard and Beth Hammock are out of town today and there is 
a possibility  Rita Thompson is still out of town today. 

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was in 
the Red Bay News the first week in October.   There are copies of the new issue on 
the table in the foyer for those who do not receive a paper.   There is also an ad in 
the local paper once a month offering a free Bible correspondence course.   
Remember our TV/Radio program on local Cable TV channels 12 and 97 at 6:30 AM 
and 4:30 PM on Sunday and various times through the week  as well as the audio on 
radio stations 1430 AM and 97.9 FM.   It is also on Facebook live at various times.   
There are DVD copies of the TV program available.   Jerry is also on the radio on 
95.5 FM about 10 AM each Sunday.   Please pray that these efforts will reach people 
interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS:  Sommerville (East of Decatur) Oct 27-30 With Michael 
Green, Mon-Wed 7 pm.   Helton Drive Nov 3-7 with Ken Chapman; Mon-Thu 
7 pm.  Midway (Greenhill) Nov 10-13 with Drew Edwards; Mon-Wed 7 pm.  
Needmore Nov 10-12 with Tad Corder; Mon-Tue 7 pm.  If you know of other 
meetings in the area, please tell the one making announcements.   

  

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• Truth has been given to believe, to practice and to teach 
 others. 
 
• A happy mind contributes to good health — physically and 
 spiritually. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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THE LORD'S CHURCH... 
MEANS OR RESULT OF SALVATION? 

By Robert F. Turner 
 
 When followers of Christ are likened unto a physical  
body, Christ is the head and the saints are the members of  
that body, the church (Eph. 1:22-23).  All who are in Christ  
are, by this figure, considered members of His body.  We  
ignore priorities if we say one becomes a saint by becoming  
a member of His body.  The body figure describes certain  
characteristics of Christ's followers -- it does not tell us how  
to become followers, nor does it provide the means of  
becoming such. 
 The church is not the means of our redemption from  sin, 
it is the result.  The church does not save, it is the  saved.  
The Christian life is lived in faithfulness to the LORD  (Acts 
11:20-23), not to the "church.''  When we say one can not be 
saved without being in the church we mean that all we who 
are saved become, by the same process, members of His 
universal body. 
 What was God's "eternal purpose which he purposed in 
Christ Jesus''?  Paul says it was "that the Gentiles should be 
fellow heirs, and of the same body, and partakers  of his 
promise in Christ by the gospel'' (Eph. 3:3-6,8-11).   
Salvation from sin, in Christ, for whosoever will; that was  
God's eternal purpose.  The wisdom (and love, and mercy) 
of God is "made known'' (demonstrated) by the product: 
Jews and Gentiles serving God together in the church. 
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 What was to be established "in the last days'' according to 
Isa. 2; Dan. 2; Mic. 4; Joel 2?  The "mountain  of Jehovah'' 
was to be established -- the rule or government  of God in 
Christ.  "Kingdom'' (basileia) always refers to rule;  then by 
extension to citizens, etc.  "Out of Zion shall go  forth the law 
(instruction), and the word of Jehovah from  Jerusalem.''  
Those who came to the mountain, who followed  the 
instructions of the King, were the fruit or result of the means 
of salvation, Jesus Christ.  Thus, the church was  
established in Jerusalem. 
 The church is called the temple of God (1Cor. 3:16-17), 
the bride of Christ (2Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:23-32), and other like 
terms which stress various characteristics of God's people. It 
is the people who are under consideration, not some 
institutional concept of "church'' apart from saints.  Perhaps 
there is a sense in which God instituted church as He did 
marriage: by sanctioning and giving rules and regulations for 
all who enter this relationship, but neither marriage nor 
church exist apart from or before people so related. 
 We therefore reject the Catholic institutional concept  of 
"church'' as a "society'' which is the means of redemption.  
They think of the New Testament as the product of the 
church; we think of the church as the product of the New 
Testament.  Catholic Encyclopedia (V. III, p. 752) says  "only 
by entering the Church can we participate in the  redemption 
wrought for us by Christ.''  We say, only by  participating in 
the redemption wrought for us by Christ  can we enter the 
church.  They say "Incorporation with the  Church can alone 
unite us to the family of the second  Adam.''  We say we are 
born of water and spirit into the  family, which is the church 
(Jhn. 3:5; 1Cor. 12:13; Eph. 2:19;  Heb. 12:22-23). 
 The Catholic concept of "church'' --- sometimes called  
"historical'' or "institutional'' concept --- puts a society  
between Christ and His people.  Study this statement from  
Catholic Encyclopedia, V. III, p. 752:  "It is to the Church  
that Christ has committed those means of grace through  
which the gifts He earned for men are communicated to  
them.  The Church alone dispenses the sacraments.  It 
alone  makes known the light of revealed truth.  Outside the  
Church these gifts cannot be obtained.''  This gives "the  
Church'' sole right to teach truth, to baptize, and hence to  
establish new congregations.  It explains why "historic''  
churches claim succession from the Roman or other 
"mother'' churches.  It denies the "restoration'' concept, 
whereby an individual may learn truth from the written Word, 

obey,  upon no authority save that inherent in the Word, and 
thus  become a child of God. 
 The "Bible alone'' was accepted in pioneer days; but  as 
"the church'' grew this product took on new status.  "We'' 
alone can scripturally baptize, "we'' must send (authorize) 
preachers, "we'' must validate the Lord's Supper.  
Unintentionally, and without realizing logical  implications of 
our statements, many have accepted the Catholic, 
institutional concept.  We have been slow to face  this 
problem, thinking we might minimize "the importance of  the 
church for which Christ died.''  But Christ did not die  for a 
society or institution; He died for Sam, Ann, Ike, Ned, Tom, 
and Sue -- and that spells SAINTS.  Ironically, our  
reluctance to fight the basic institutional concept is due to 
our own institutional concept. 
 Should today's conservative churches all "go liberal''  to 
the extent of complete apostasy, would an individual have  
the right to study the Bible for himself?  Learning what he  
must do to be saved, could he obey without resorting to the  
apostate church?  Teaching others, could he baptize them?  
Could they form themselves into a local church, partake of  
the Lord's Supper, etc.?  Does the "authority for'' or  
validation of any divinely decreed service hinge upon  
approval of any man or group of men?  I believe an  
individual could learn truth, obey, and serve God  
acceptably; for I believe succession is in the seed, not in  the 
sower (Lu. 8:11-15). 
 This does not reject the N.T. concept of  "church'' -- for 
the obedient individual is a member of  Christ's church; 
and his kind, the world over, make up the universal 
church on earth.  This does not reject the local church as 
an organized entity, for faithful followers of Christ must 
and will associate themselves with other saints as 
opportunity permits, to worship together and promote the 
cause of the Lord collectively as well as individually.  To 
this end the scriptures authorize local church oversight, 
treasury, and function.  But the authority for divine things 
comes from divinity, not from man.  We reject the idea 
that God has given into man's hands (elders or "church'') 
either legislative, executive, or judicial authority.  Christ is 
absolute monarch, ruling directly through His Spirit-filled 
Word.  We are individually and directly responsible to our 
King, to serve Him in all good conscience.  We pray for 
God's  help in doing this. 

-- Via Plain Talk, vol. 13, no. 3, May, 1976 


