
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for November is posted on the bulletin board so the 
men can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:   Donna Criswell’s aunt, Nell Barrett, is in Helen Keller 
Hospital and not doing very well.  Donna is with her this morning, but hopes to be at 
services this afternoon.  Jack and Brenda Elliott are feeling better.  Jane Edwards is 
continuing her physical therapy to help her back problems.  Remember Marvin Butz’s 
sister because they found a mass in her chest and she isn’t expected to live very long.  
Remember Telford Hamm’s brothers.  One of his brothers, Vance, fell and is bruised, 
but nothing broken.  Nancy Summerford’s mother is in last stages of Alzheimer’s.  
Virgie Waddle’s sister-in-law, Jean Malone is in the Red Bay nursing home. 

APOLOGY:  I apologize for the smaller print of the feature article.  However, it 
was necessary to get the entire article in the bulletin and the article did not lend 
itself to two parts.  If it is too small for you to read comfortably, let me know and I 
will furnish a copy in bigger print. 

TRAVELERS:  We are glad Richard and Beth Hammock had a safe and 
enjoyable trip.  Jerry and Dottie Henderson made a trip to Georgia to see family 
there and got back home Saturday afternoon.  Rita Thompson is in Nashville to 
see family there. 

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was in 
the Red Bay News the first week in October.   There are copies of the new issue on 
the table in the foyer for those who do not receive a paper.   There is also an ad in 
the local paper once a month offering a free Bible correspondence course.   
Remember our TV/Radio program on local Cable TV channels 12 and 97 at 6:30 AM 
and 4:30 PM on Sunday and various times through the week  as well as the audio on 
radio stations 1430 AM and 97.9 FM.   It is also on Facebook live at various times.   
There are DVD copies of the TV program available.   Jerry is also on the radio on 
95.5 FM about 10 AM each Sunday.   Please pray that these efforts will reach people 
interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS:  Helton Drive Nov 3-7 with Ken Chapman; Mon-Thu 
7 pm.  Midway (Greenhill) Nov 10-13 with Drew Edwards; Mon-Wed 7 pm.  
Needmore Nov 10-12 with Tad Corder; Mon-Tue 7 pm.  If you know of other 
meetings in the area, please tell the one making announcements.   

  

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• If we are always looking down, we will miss all the pretty 

rainbows and beautiful sunsets. 
 
• Christians are people who couldn't care more in a world 
 that couldn't care less. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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CONVERTED TO CHRIST! 

(Why I Left Denominationalism) 
By Jimmy Short 

 
 By request, I am writing to explain why I left a denominational church to 
become a member of the church of Christ.  My hope is that this will not only be 
encouraging to those who are members of the body of Christ but will also be a 
useful tool in guiding the lost to the truth in God's word about salvation. 
 Up until the summer of 1998 I was brought up in a Southern Baptist church. My 
parents raised me to be a faithful member and I was considering entering some 
form of church ministry.  In 1997 I was introduced to Dr. Hoyt Chastain and studied 
religious topics with him for a few months. Dr. Chastain is a retired Missionary 
Baptist preacher and a very experienced public debater.  He was giving free 
lessons on the Greek language and Bible analysis at the church where I regularly 
attended.  I knew nothing about the church of Christ until I heard Dr. Chastain 
explain some differences between denominations and the church of Christ. 
 When I first heard of the church or Christ and some of its doctrines, especially 
baptism and hymns without instrumental music, I thought it was one of the most 
ridiculous ideas I had ever come in contact with.  I could not understand how a 
church that proclaimed to believe in God could say instrumental music was wrong 
in worship and baptism was required for salvation. 
 With the help of some friends in the Mt. View church of Christ in Foster, OK, 
I was able to help set up a public debate between Dr. Hoyt Chastain and David 
D. Bonner, who is a well-studied preacher in the church of Christ.  During this 
four-day debate I was able to discover what I needed to study and how to go 
about it.  This debate was good in showing me what I needed to study, but I 
found that isolating myself from the religious opinions of others and studying on 
my own was the most beneficial to me. 
 There are many doctrinal differences between the church of Christ and 
denominational churches.  The main ones that I focused on and had to be 
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convinced of were the teachings on the establishment of the church, baptism 
and instrumental music. 

Establishment Of The Church 
  In Matthew 16:18-19, Christ said, "I will build my church" and would give to 
Peter the keys of the kingdom of heaven.  In this passage we find that 
"kingdom" and "church" are meant as the same thing.  Some who were with 
Jesus would not die until the "kingdom" of God or "church" of God came with 
power (Mark. 9:1).  This shows that the kingdom would come in the lifetime of 
some of those who were with Jesus in those days. 
 In Luke 24:47-49, Christ told His disciples that repentance and remission of 
sins should be preached beginning at Jerusalem.  The disciples were told to go 
to Jerusalem and wait to be endued with power from on high.  Acts 1:8 confirms 
that they would receive power "after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you."  If 
we can find when the Holy Ghost came upon them then we can know when 
they received the power that was promised to them.  And if we can see when 
the power came then we can see when the kingdom or church was started.  In 
Acts 2:1-4 it is obvious that the power came to the apostles when they were all 
filled with the Holy Ghost on the day of Pentecost, therefore it should be clear 
that the church was established with power on the day of Pentecost. 
 To be further convinced of the establishment of the church I found I had to 
examine the uses of the words "church" and "kingdom."  I found in the Bible that 
until Acts 2, the words "church" and "kingdom" were used in the future tense, 
but beginning in Acts 2:47 the present tense is used, "and the Lord added to the 
church (present tense) such as should be saved." 

Baptism 
  All of my life, I have been told that a person is saved before and without 
baptism, however, Mark 16:15-16 gives the true order of salvation.  In this 
passage, Christ commands His disciples to go into all the world and preach the 
gospel.  What order of salvation did this gospel teach?  Christ said, "he that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved."  He did NOT say that the person who 
believes shall  be saved and then some other time at that person's convenience 
they can be baptized. 
 Christ told His disciples that repentance and remission of sins would be 
preached beginning at Jerusalem (Luke 24:47).  While in Jerusalem, the 
apostles witnessed the establishment of the church on the day of Pentecost.  
As Peter preached in Jerusalem, he taught repentance and remission of sins 
which was what Christ had told him to preach. Peter told those who were 
"pricked in their hearts" to "repent and be baptized for the remission (or 
forgiveness) of sins" (Acts 2:37-38). 
 However, I was hardheaded and these verses on baptism were not really 
enough to convince me to convert from one faith to another.  The conversions in 
the book of Acts are what convinced me.  When the Samaritans heard and 
believed Philip's preaching - they were baptized (Acts 8:12).  When Simon 
believed - he was baptized (Acts 8:13).  After Philip preached Jesus to the 

Ethiopian eunuch - the eunuch was baptized (Acts 8:35-38).  A woman named 
Lydia who heard Paul preach was baptized after her heart was opened (Acts 
16:14-15).  When Paul and Silas were in prison, a jailer asked them what he must 
do to be saved.  They said to believe on the Lord and after they spoke to him the 
word of the Lord, he was baptized (Acts 16:25-84).  During Paul's conversion, he 
was told to "arise, and be baptized and wash away thy sins" (Acts 22:8-16).  
These conversions taught me that baptism is a very important part of what was 
being preached to these men and women who were being converted to Christ. 
 Being saved from our sins is what the term salvation is all about.  What 
better way is there to be saved from sin than to be forgiven of our sin?  Baptism 
is the act that Christ expects every sinner to obey for the remission 
(forgiveness) of our sins (Acts 2:38). 

Instrumental Music 
  When dealing with this subject, I needed to understand that the New 
Testament is the authority for our pattern of worship today.  Christ's sacrifice 
took away the first law so that a second one could be established (Hebrews 
10:1-10).  The Old Testament law was nailed to the cross and done away 
(Colossians 2:14; Ephesians 2:15).  The new law (testament) did not go into 
effect until after the death of Christ (Hebrews 9:15-17).  Since the laws and 
practices of the Old Testament "were done away" we should look to the New 
Testament for our doctrine and pattern of worship. 
 If we are going to use the New Testament for our worship pattern, we must 
find examples and commands of HOW or WHAT to do.  When music is 
mentioned in the worship of the New Testament church only vocal music is 
mentioned.  There are several examples and commands of singing or vocal 
music in the New Testament (Mt. 26:30; Mk. 14:26; Acts 16:25; Romans 15:9; I 
Corinthians 14:15; Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16; Hebrews 2:12; Hebrews 
13:15; James 5:13). There is not one Scripture that even indicates instruments 
should be used.  I found that while it was very easy to see the truth on vocal 
music, the emotional bond I had for instrumental music (having been a 
"Christian Rock" musician) was the most difficult thing I had to overcome.  
Therefore, I decided that I would please God by keeping His commandment of 
vocal music rather than please myself and men with instrumental music.  By 
doing this, I knew I would not be adding to the pattern of worship that God has 
set forth in His word (Revelation 22:18-19; 1Corinthians 4:6). 

Conclusion 
 All of these teachings were very difficult to accept in my mind, but the more 
that I studied the more I became convinced of the truth.  It did not take very long 
for me to run out of excuses for the denomination of which I was a member, and 
so after struggling with what my friends and family might say, I finally decided to 
account for myself (Romans 14:11-12) and obey the gospel plan of salvation.  I 
realize now that the most important decision I ever made was being baptized into 
the one and only church that Christ built (1Corinthians 12:13; Ephesians 1:22-23).  
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