
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for December is posted on the bulletin board so the 
men can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

NEW LIST:  There is a new list on the bulletin board to sign up for preparing the 
Lord’s Supper 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:   Brenda Elliott has not been feeling well for several days.  
Donna Criswell’s aunt, Nell Barrett is not doing very well.  Donna’s brother has 
moved in with Aunt Nell, but Donna is providing most of her care.  Donna’s 
brother-in-law, Sam Livingston, is not doing well  Jane Edwards continues 
physical therapy.  Zola Basham’s sister, Mary Hall was diagnosed with a brain 
tumor.  Brother Butz’s sister has a mass in her chest that may be cancer.  
Remember Telford Hamm’s brothers.  Telford’s brother-in-law is home from the 
hospital.  Remember Jack Elliott’s niece.  Nancy Summerford’s mother is in last 
stages of Alzheimer’s.  Virgie Waddle’s sister-in-law, Jean Malone is in the Red 
Bay nursing home. 

ADDRESS:  For those wishing to send a card, Mary Hall’s address is: 6660 
Blackstone Dr.; Downers Grove, IL 60516 

SYMPATHY:  Dottie Henderson’s uncle, Jack Willingham passed away this past 
Wednesday morning.  His funeral was yesterday.  We extend to Dottie our 
deepest sympathy. 

OUT OF TOWN:  Marvin Butz is visiting his daughter in North Carolina and will 
not be back until sometime in January. 

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, will 
be in the Red Bay News the first or second week in January.   There will be 
copies of the new issue on the table in the foyer for those who do not receive a 
paper.   There is also an ad in the local paper once a month offering a free Bible 
correspondence course.   Remember our TV/Radio program on local Cable TV 
channels 12 and 97 at 6:30 AM and 4:30 PM on Sunday and various times 
through the week  as well as the audio on radio stations 1430 AM and 97.9 FM.   
It is also on Facebook live at various times.   There are DVD copies of the TV 
program available.   Jerry is also on the radio on 95.5 FM about 10 AM each 
Sunday.   Please pray that these efforts will reach people interested in studying 
God’s word. 

GUEST SPEAKER:  Joe Hamm, whom we help to support will be here to speak 
for us at our afternoon services today. 
  
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• The city of happiness is in the proper state of mind. 
 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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GOD'S CHURCH IN THE WORLD 
By W. Bruce Tooley 

 
 In Paul's letter to the Philippians he exhorts them to 
"become blameless and harmless, children of God without 
fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, 
among whom you shine as lights in the world" (2:15).  
Christians then as now must live among people who have 
distorted or warped values who do not live according to the 
will of God.  Jesus said many of the world would choose the 
wide and broad way that leads to destruction (Matthew 
7:13,14).  As the world twists in diverse directions the will of 
God they are sinning by being morally corrupt as we can see 
in the world today. Isaiah said in times to come there would 
be those who will call evil good and good evil. (5:20).  Why?  
Because of the influence of the devil.  John writes, We know 
that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway 
of the wicked one" (1John 5:19). 
 In the midst of this evil generation we are to become children 
of God without blemish, without moral flaw.  Paul told the 
Philippian brethren they were to be lights in the world. We also 
must be a light to the world to reflect the glory of Jesus Christ 
the light of the world (John 8:12).  We must let our light be seen 
in order to cause men to glorify God (1Peter 2:19).  We are the 
sons of the light (1Thessalonians 5:5) and the light in the Lord 
Jesus (Ephesians 5:8). 
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 Philippians 2:16 indicates that we shine as lights in the 
world only when we hold forth the word of life.  The light is 
not ourselves but the divine message we bear.  Our 
message is the word of life (Acts 5:20) active and alive 
(Hebrews 4:12).  Those who hear and believe are made 
alive (John 5:24,25).  We really believe the gospel message 
will save the world and we need to let our light shine.  By the 
preaching of the God's word and the sanctified lives of the 
members can the church be a light to the world 
 
 
 

"THE CHRISTIAN AND THE CHURCH" 
By Jarrod M. Jacobs 

  
 A question that continues to rear its head revolves around 
the work of the Christian and the work of the church. Is it true 
that whatever the Christian is commanded to do the church 
is also commanded to do (and vice versa)? This is one of the 
main issues that separates us from churches often referred 
to as "institutional." Years ago, Reuel Lemmons (who edited 
the Firm Foundation magazine for 29 years) and others like 
him taught this concept in their writings. Lemmons also 
stated such in The Arlington Meeting (p. 147). 
 Is it true that there is no real distinction between the work 
of the individual Christian and the church? Is it true that 
whatever the individual Christian can do, the church can do? 
I have also heard it said, "If the individual cannot fulfill his 
duty to God, then it becomes the responsibility of the 
church." Is this a Biblical teaching? 
 First, let us see if the Bible ever makes a distinction 
between the individual and the church in the first place. I 
would suggest that such a distinction is found in Matthew 
18:15-17.  "Moreover, if thy brother shall trespass against 
thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if 
he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will 
not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in 
the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be 
established. And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto 

the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be 
unto thee as an heathen man and a publican." 
 Notice in Matthew 18 that Jesus makes a distinction 
between what two Christians were doing (v. 15), what a 
group of Christians were doing (v. 16), and finally what the 
church was doing (v. 17). If it is true that what the individual 
can do, the church can do (and vice versa), then this 
becomes a very confusing text because, in such a situation, 
we cannot be sure when the individual is to act and when the 
church is to act! When we respect the distinction between 
the church's work and an individual's work, however, this text 
is easy to understand. 
 On another occasion, the apostle Paul distinguishes between 
the work of an individual and the work of the church. He wrote, 
"If any man or woman that believeth have widows, let them 
relieve them, and let not the church be charged; that it may 
relieve them that are widows indeed" (1Tim. 5:16). 
 Again, we see a text that is straight-forward and easy to 
understand when we respect the distinction between the 
individual's work and the church's work. However, it 
becomes very confusing when those distinctions are not 
respected. After all, this says a man or woman had work to 
do and the church was not to be charged with it. However, 
the church would be charged if the church is to do the work 
of the individual, or as some have posited, the church must 
do the work the individual cannot. Honestly, where does one 
reach such a conclusion in this text? It is not there. 
 If some insist that whatever the individual can do, the 
church can do, is it now the responsibility of the church to 
work and make money to feed the Christian and his family? 
The Bible teaches a man to work for his food and to feed his 
family (Eph. 4:28; 2Thess. 3:10; 1Tim. 5:8). Do those 
passages require the action of the church? Or was the 
apostle talking to individual saints and what they need to do 
day-by-day? I believe it is easy to see the answer. There are 
more examples we can offer to show this distinction, but I 
believe this shows clearly that God distinguishes between 
what the individual does and what the church does. 


