
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) .............................. 10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) .......................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for January is posted on the bulletin board so the men 
can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:   Dottie Henderson went to the Emergency Room in Red Bay 
Wednesday night Dec 25th then to North Mississippi Medical Center in Tupelo where she 
had a heart catheterization with no new blockages found.  Later, she had  two heart 
ablations to correct the rhythm problems.  Thursday, they replaced the battery in her 
defibrillator, and she came home Friday.  She is now being seen by a home health nurse 
as well as a physical therapist.   Donna Criswell’s aunt, Nell Barrett is not doing well.  
Donna’s brother is now living with Nell, but Donna provides most of her care.  Jane 
Edwards continues physical therapy.  Brother Butz’s sister has a mass in her chest that 
may be cancer.  Remember Telford Hamm’s brothers and brother-in-law.  Zola Basham’s 
sister, Mary has a brain tumor.  Remember Jack Elliott’s niece.  Nancy Summerford’s 
mother is in last stages of Alzheimer’s.  Virgie Waddle’s sister-in-law, Jean Malone is in 
the Red Bay nursing home. 

FIFTH SUNDAY:  Bruce Tooley presented a very fine lesson this past Sunday.  If you missed 
it, it is on the website or you can get a CD.  He will be preaching each 5th Sunday evening. 

OUT OF TOWN:  David and Peggy Tiffin are in Birmingham and will be back this 
evening.  Jack and Brenda Elliott are in Tampa.  Marvin Butz is visiting his 
daughter in North Carolina.  He will be back sometime this month. 

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, will be 
in the Red Bay News the first or second week in January.   There are copies of the 
new issue on the table in the foyer for those who do not receive a paper.   There is 
also an ad in the local paper once a month offering a free Bible correspondence 
course.   Remember our TV/Radio program on local Cable TV channels 12 and 97 
at 6:30 AM and 4:30 PM on Sunday and various times through the week  as well as 
the audio on radio stations 1430 AM and 97.9 FM.   It is also on Facebook live at 
various times.   There are DVD copies of the TV program available.   Jerry is also on 
the radio on 95.5 FM about 10 AM each Sunday.   Please pray that these efforts will 
reach people interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  Helton Drive Jan 10 - Singing Fri 7 pm. Song 
Leaders:  Jim Deason & Todd Dennis.  South Cullman With Bruce Reeves Jan 17-
19; Fri 7 pm; Sat 10 & 10:45 am.  Gooch Lane (between Athens & Huntsville) – 
Singing Jan 24 Fri 7 pm.  If you know of other meetings or singings in the area, 
please tell the one making announcements.   
  
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• We should “wait on the Lord” and “Be of good courage.” 
 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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KEYS TO A HAPPY NEW YEAR 
By Steve Klein 

 
 How many times have you been wished a "Happy New 
Year" over the past week?  If you're like me, you've heard 
those words a few times at least.  It is a nice sentiment.  But 
wishing for it won't make it happen.  Have we ever stopped to 
consider what it would take for us to actually have a happy 
new year?  Do we realize that, apart from God Himself, the 
one person who has the most control over how happy the 
coming year will be for us is the person we see when we look 
in the mirror?  What can you and I do to make a happy new 
year?  The Scriptures give the following suggestions: 
 1) Serve God and others.  Jesus taught that happiness is 
found in serving.  After He had washed the disciples’ feet He 
said, "I have given you an example that ye should do as I have 
done to you. . .  If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do 
them" (John 13:15,17).  The wise man said, "He who has 
mercy on the poor, happy is he" (Proverbs 14:21). 
 2) Control Your Thoughts.  We can change our lives by 
changing our attitudes.  We are what we think (cf. Proverbs 23:7).  
If we think happy and wholesome thoughts, we will be happy.  
This is the secret to happiness that Paul shared with the 
Philippians in Philippians 4:8-9 when he said, "Finally, brethren, 
whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever 
things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are 
lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue 
and if there is anything praiseworthy; meditate on these things.  
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The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in 
me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you." 
 3) Avoid sin and guilt.  Sin promises pleasure but brings 
misery.  When David was entangled in sin, he described it this 
way: "There is no soundness in my flesh because of Your 
anger, nor any health in my bones because of my sin.  My 
iniquities have gone over my head; like a heavy burden they 
are too heavy for me" (Psalms 38:4).  If we fail to avoid sin, all 
is not lost; we can still find happiness by finding forgiveness.  
This is exactly what David did.  In Psalm 51:7-8 he prayed, 
"Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash me, and I 
shall be whiter than snow.  Make me hear joy and gladness, 
that the bones You have broken may rejoice." 
 4) Learn to be content.  Those who trust God learn to be 
content with their current physical circumstances.  They do 
not desire more than or other than what they have.  The 
Scriptures teach, "Let your conduct be without covetousness; 
be content with such things as you have.  For He Himself has 
said, 'I will never leave you nor forsake you.'“  (Hebrews 13:5). 
 5) Keep focus on spiritual things.  Earthly things will always 
fade away and disappoint.  Our earthly achievements and 
possessions cannot provide lasting happiness.  Faith, hope and 
love are three things that bring abiding joy.  So, "…do not look at 
the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. 
For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which 
are not seen are eternal.”  (2Corinthians 4:18). 
 
 

MUST EVERYTHING BE FUN? 
By Edward O. Bragwell, Sr. 

 
 One of the symptoms of our hedonistic society is that 
people seek to avoid anything that is not “fun.”  Persecution is 
no fun, so people avoid standing for any principles of truth that 
might result in it.  Hardship is no fun, so people avoid pursuing 
any cause that might cause them to suffer hardship for the 
greater good -- in fact, to the hedonist, fun is the greater good. 
 There is no fun in struggle and toil, so any pursuit, no matter 
how beneficial its object, that requires either, is to be avoided.  
To the hedonist, doing something solely out a sense of duty 
or just because it is the right thing to do is foolishness.  It must 
be either intrinsically fun or can somehow be made to be fun. 
 As a result, even with some professed Christians, fun 
becomes what life is all about.  Commitment means nothing.  
Fun means everything.  If one perceives that his/her marriage 

is no longer fun, then by all means get out of it.  If a job is not 
fun, no matter how well it makes it possible for one to care for 
his own (1Timothy 5:8), then quit it even if it means he has to 
look to charity to provide what it is his duty to provide. 
 Instant gratification is part of the hedonistic package.  
Accepting temporary toil and hardship, in anticipation of the 
future joy of having accomplished one’s goal, is out of step 
with hedonism.  He must experience the joy now.  He finds 
little or no pleasure in anticipation of future reward. 
 Education must be made fun.  Serious study and hard work 
must be eliminated.  Worship must be made fun, rather than a 
time for sober reflection about spiritual things, but, such serious 
reflection is no fun.  So, if a large portion of the worship service, 
the singing and the sermon, is not fun, then some serious 
adjustments must be made, or some members will start agitating 
for someone who will make it so.  Or, they will start looking around 
for some place to attend where it is fun.  Or, they may just use it 
as an excuse to stay home or go for a Sunday joy ride. 
 
 

TOMORROW 
By Jim Sasser 

 
 He was going to be all that he wanted to be--Tomorrow.  
None would be kinder or braver than he--Tomorrow.  A friend 
who was troubled and weary, he knew who'd be glad of a lift-
- and needed one too-- On him he would call and see what he 
could do -- Tomorrow. 
 Each morning he stacked up the letters he'd write-- 
Tomorrow.  And he hadn't one minute to stop on his way-- 
"More time I will have to give others", he'd say-- In truth he 
made plans to be useful and pray-- Tomorrow. 
 The greatest of workers this one would have been-- 
Tomorrow.  The world would have hailed him if he'd ever 
seen-- Tomorrow. 
 But, in fact, he passed on, and he faded from view.  And all 
that he left here when living was thru-- Was a mountain of things 
he intended to do-- Tomorrow.  "Today if ye shall hear his voice, 
harden not your heart as in the provocation"-- Heb. 3:15. 
 Today is the day of salvation, today is the day of doing, 
tomorrow never comes.  We are told not to be anxious for 
tomorrow, nor to plan tomorrow, but to do today while it is still 
called today.  I suppose procrastination is the worst type of 
deceiver; it causes a man to put off until tomorrow what he 
actually ought to be doing today. 


