
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) .............................. 10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) .......................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for January is posted on the bulletin board so the men 
can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:   Charles Weatherbee will be having a heart ablation this 
Wednesday.  He has to be at the hospital (I suppose in Birmingham) at 6 a.m.  
This is supposed to be day surgery to replace some medication that is doing 
damage.  Dottie Henderson continues to slowly improve.  She is now being seen 
by a home health nurse as well as a physical therapist.   Donna Criswell’s aunt, 
Nell Barrett is not doing well.  Donna’s brother is now living with Nell, but Donna 
provides most of her care.  Brother Butz’s sister has a mass in her chest that may 
be cancer.  Remember Telford Hamm’s brothers and brother-in-law.  Zola 
Basham’s sister, Mary has a brain tumor.  Remember Jack Elliott’s niece.  Nancy 
Summerford’s mother is in last stages of Alzheimer’s.  Virgie Waddle’s sister-in-
law, Jean Malone is in the nursing home in Golden. 

SAD NEWS:  Marvin Butz’s son and daughter have decided and Bro. Butz agreed 
that because of his health both mentally and physically that he would no longer be 
attending services here. 

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was in 
the Red Bay News the first week in January.   There are copies of the new issue 
on the table in the foyer for those who do not receive a paper.   There is also an 
ad in the local paper once a month offering a free Bible correspondence course.   
Remember our TV/Radio program on local Cable TV channels 12 and 97 at 6:30 
AM and 4:30 PM on Sunday and various times through the week  as well as the 
audio on radio stations 1430 AM and 97.9 FM.   It is also on Facebook live at 
various times.   There are DVD copies of the TV program available.   Jerry is also 
on the radio on 95.5 FM about 10 AM each Sunday.   Please pray that these efforts 
will reach people interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  Gooch Lane (between Athens & Huntsville) 
– Singing Fri Jan 24 at 7 pm.  If you know of other meetings or singings in the 
area, please tell the one making announcements.   
  
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• Few of us get what we deserve, and for most of us this is 

a good thing! 
 
• Better to be alone than to be in bad company. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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WHAT DOES CHRISTIANITY MEAN TO YOU? 
By Tommy Thornhill Sr. 

 
 Religion is the service and adoration of God or some type 
of God, expressed in forms of worship, the profession and/or 
practice of religious beliefs, the service and practice that 
stems from conviction.  A religion can be right or wrong, 
sincere or insincere, true or false, full and rewarding or vain 
and empty, depending on who or what people are worshiping.  
In Acts 17:22 the people were very religious, but worshiping 
idols.  In Matt 15:7-9 the Jewish leaders were also very 
religious, but had made the word of God of no effect by their 
traditions.  In Col 2:20-23 Paul points out that many were 
following things that had the appearance of wisdom in self-
imposed religion.   
 Many religious people who think Jesus came to make 
people religious miss the point.  Jesus did not come to make 
people religious.  They were already religious as the above 
scriptures reveal.  Jesus came to expose the falseness, 
misconceptions and hypocrisy of the religions then existing, 
and establish God’s true religion, i.e., Christianity, and in 
doing so gave instructions how true religion (Christianity) is to 
be practiced Jhn 4:23-24.   
 With the above said, what does Christianity mean to you?  
How has it changed you?  The true test comes, not in 
profession 2Tim 3:5 “having a form of godliness, but denying 
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its power,” but in practice.  Has Christianity made a difference 
in your life, worship and service to God.  It made a difference 
in the blind man of Jhn 9:24-38.  Through contact with Jesus 
his life was changed from sinner to believer.  It changed the 
life of the Eunuch in Acts 8:29-39 from just being religious to 
become a true Christian.  Afterward he went on his way 
rejoicing.  In Acts 2:36-47 we read of 3000 Jews who turned 
from their former religion, Judaism, to become Christians 
praising God and finding favor with the people.   
 So, what difference has it made in your life?  Let’s notice 
what it ought to do.  Christianity ought to mean purity of life.  
Jesus said, “blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 
God” Matt 5:7.  Notice the change of the Corinthians.  Before 
they became Christians, they were fornicators, idolaters, 
adulterers, homosexuals, sodomites, thieves, covetous, 
drunkards, revilers, extortioners.  But after obeying the gospel 
and being baptized Acts 18:8, having been washed, sanctified 
and justified, they no longer practiced these things 1Cor 6:9-
11.  When you became a Christian, you went through a 
spiritual makeover, which gave you a new start in life as a new 
creation and one of God’s special people 2Cor 5:17; Titus 
2:11-14.  Having become a Christian, you should no longer 
live like the world, but ever striving to be conformed to the 
image of Christ Rom 8:39; 1Pet 2:21-24.  Has Christianity 
done that for you?  If it has, it will be reflected in how you live 
day by day.  The difference will be in the way you think Phil 
4:8, in what you say Eph 4:29; and do Phil 2:12-15; Jas 1:26-
27.  Has Christianity done this for you?   
 Christianity should give you a new sense of direction.  Many 
live only for the present.  Their lives are directed toward the 
things of this world.  They want a good life, good health, good 
home and family and security.  These things are good and 
worthwhile, but only for this world, they are not eternal.  They will 
perish with time.  Most people, seeking these things give little 
thought for where they are headed after death.  The Christian 
knows this life is temporary, so he looks in a different direction.  
He looks upward to the things that are above, the things that are 
eternal Col 3:1-3; Phil 3:19-21; Heb 11:10-16.  2Cor 4:18.  Which 
way are you looking?  You can’t keep looking back Lk 9:62 for 

you have left this world behind Jhn 15:19; Jas 4:4; 1Jhn 2:15-
17.  Keep looking beyond and above. 
 Christianity should continue to challenge you.  Do you 
remember the newness you felt when you heard the call of 
God to come out of the world 2Cor 6:17-18; and after having 
been born again you were now part of God’s family ready to 
start your new life as one of His special people 1Pet 2:9-10?  
When you did this, whether you were fully aware, you 
accepted the challenge to become better than the world 
around you Matt 5:20, 47.  The world was no longer going to 
be allowed to set the standard for your life 2Cor 10:12; Rom 
12:1-2.  Has this newness of life worn off?  Sadly, this is the 
case with some.  We have too many “usters” and “oughters” 
who think they have it made.  So, they just drift along.  They 
have forgotten to whom they belong and serve 1Cor 6:19-20; 
Rom 6:16 and why they had been saved to start with.  Their 
original love for the Lord has grown cold and has been 
replaced by complacency and mediocrity Rev 3:16-17.  They 
claim to be Christians, yet they give no more, attend no more, 
pray no more, study no more than many in the denominational 
world.  Christianity no longer challenges them to be better 
than the surrounding world.  Is this the case with you?  If so, 
it is time you made some changes in your practices.  Practice 
your religion with conviction and purpose Phil 3:12-14; Acts 
11:23.  What kind of example are you setting for other 
members, family, children, friends, etc.) Lk 6:46; Rom 6:16.      
 Christianity should mean victory over this evil world.  
Christianity is the only religion that promises a triumphant 
victory over the world 1Jhn 5:4; 1Cor 15:55-57.  Christianity is 
a paradox.  One gains victory over the world, not by force but 
by surrender of self to Christ Matt 16:25.  One learns to live 
by dying Rom 6:6-7; Gal 2:20.  With Christ we can defeat any 
foe Rom 8:31-37.  Paul did not fear the world, he had Christ 
to help him Acts 21:13; 2Tim 4:7-8.  Does Christianity mean 
these things to you?  If not, why not?   
 If Christianity does not mean these things to you then you 
need to make some changes.  You need to readjust your life 
and make sure Christ is really your Lord.  If He is not your 
Lord, He will not be your Savior Lk 6:46; Rom 6:16. 


