
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) .............................. 10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) .......................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for March is posted on the bulletin board so the men 
can see what their responsibilities are for next month. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:   Charles Weatherbee had to have another heart ablation 
and is now at home doing fine.  Dottie Henderson is slowly getting a little better 
after her stay in the hospital.  Alice Hamm is doing well following knee replacement 
surgery.  Zola Basham was not feeling well Wednesday evening but is better now.  
Her sister Sula Maxey is doing well following shoulder surgery.  Brenda Elliott’s 
pulled hamstring muscle is better.  Jack Elliott was admitted to the hospital for 
heart problems but is home now.  Virgie Waddle has not been feeling well, but 
seems to be better now.  Bruce Tooley was not feeling well Wednesday evening, 
but is better now.   Donna Criswell’s aunt, Nell Barrett is not doing well, and neither 
is her brother-in-law.  Donna provides most of her care.  Remember brother Butz’s 
sister has cancer.  Remember Telford Hamm’s brothers and brother-in-law.  
Remember Jack Elliott’s niece.  Nancy Summerford’s mother is in last stages of 
Alzheimer’s.  Virgie Waddle is feeling better.  Remember her sister-in-law, Jean 
Malone is in the nursing home in Golden. 

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, will be 
in the Red Bay News the last full week in March.  It will have an advertisement for 
our meeting on the front page.   There will be copies of this issue on the table in 
the foyer for those who do not receive a paper.   There is also an ad in the local 
paper once a month offering a free Bible correspondence course.   There are DVD 
copies of past TV programs available.   The radio program on 95.5 FM at 10 AM 
each Sunday  continues.   Please pray that these efforts will reach people 
interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  Belgreen with Justin Roberson Mar 7-11 (time 
unknown). Russellville (Hwy 43) with Stacy Crim Mar 8-11 Mon - Wed 7 pm.  South 
Cullman with Tim Stevens Mar 8-12  Mon - Thur 7 pm  then singing Fri 7 pm.  
Riverbend with Keith Stonehart Mar 8-13 Mon -Fri 7 pm. Ardmore with Tim Sutton 
Mar 8-11 Mon-Wed 7 pm. Eastside (Athens) with Gardner Hall Mar 15-17 (time 
unknown). Somerville Road (Decatur) with Bill Hall Mar 15-18 Mon-Wed 7 pm.   If 
you know of other meetings or singings in the area, please tell the one making 
announcements.   

  

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• Don’t confuse God’s patience with his final response. 
  
• Many people ignore God and then blame Him for the chaos 
 that results. 
  

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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POTENTIAL IS NOT ENOUGH 
By Doy Moyer 

 
 “It is a most mortifying reflection for a man to consider what 
he has done, compared to what he might have done” (Samuel 
Johnson, 1770).   
 Potential has to do with something that can happen, but 
has not yet happened.  It has to do with possibilities: 
unrealized and undeveloped.  While it is good to have the 
capacity to do many things, potential alone is not enough to 
accomplish what is necessary.  
 Christians have great potential.  We have the potential for 
growth, to convert many people to the Lord, to make a strong 
impact on the communities around us.  There are great 
possibilities; the future looks fantastic from this viewpoint.  
 But potential is not enough!  Just because we have the 
ability to do something does not mean that we will do it.  A 
congregation with great potential is no guarantee that they will 
make the most out of it.  Remember, while something is still 
potential, it has not happened.  What a tragedy it would be if, 
given the possibilities before so many Christians, these 
potentials were never realized! 
 Potential is realized when we press on with diligence to 
grow.  We must act on our abilities and improve upon them.  
It takes work and commitment, not just recognition that we 
“can” do many things.  The one talent man had the ability to 
gain another, but his laziness marked him forever as never 
reaching his potential (Matt. 25:14ff).  
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 Sometimes people boast about their former days.  “These 
seats used to be filled up.”  “We used to have so many classes 
going.”  “We used to be known for our singing.”  So?  What 
are we doing now and where are we headed?  Potential will 
never be seen by resting on the past.  Paul understood this: 
“Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but 
I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus 
has also laid hold of me.  Brethren, I do not count myself to 
have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind and reaching forward to those things which 
are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward 
call of God in Christ Jesus”   (Phil. 3:12-14).  Paul did not think 
in terms glorying in his past accomplishments or moping about 
his failures.  His potential for perfection would only be realized 
through continually pressing toward the goal.  Shall we expect 
less now? 
 God has provided for a local church to grow and be what 
He wants it to be   (Eph. 4:11-16).  Teaching takes place, 
saints are equipped to serve and edify, unity is accomplished, 
maturity is accomplished, and the church grows as each 
individual member does his or her part.  However, as long as 
there are Christians who do not do their share, the total 
potential of a congregation will not be seen.  A church may 
accomplish much and be known for its faithfulness, but it will 
never attain to its full ability as long as there are some who do 
not act as they ought.  One or two people cannot work for 
everyone else.  “... the whole body, joined and knit together 
by what every joint supplies, according to the effective 
working by which every part does its share, causes growth of 
the body for the edifying of itself in love”  (vs. 16). 
 Not everyone does the same work.  One person may not 
have abilities that another may have, and vice-versa.  But God 
expects each person to do what he/she can do.  Potential 
means nothing unless we are willing to act on it. 
 There is a sense in which we will never reach our full 
potential on this earth.  We must avoid the attitude that says, 
“I did it; I’m perfect” (see Rev. 3:14-22).  If we become 
satisfied with our spiritual lives so that we do not work for 
further growth and knowledge, we are in serious trouble.  So, 
while we recognize that we have potential, let’s always be 
striving to grow and mature.  If we will, our capacity for heaven 
will be attained when this life is over (2Tim. 4:7-8). 
 So, ask yourself, “What have I done?”  Then ask, “What am 
I able to do?”  Are you working hard toward fulfilling your 
abilities? 

BACK TO THE SEED 
By Robert Hines 

 
Tree Grown From Ancient Seed Found in Jewish Fortress 

 Scientists have grown a tree from what may be the oldest 
seed ever germinated. The new sapling was sprouted from a 
2000-year-old date palm excavated in Masada, the site of the 
fortress in Israel where Jews killed themselves to avoid capture 
by Roman invaders.  Dubbed “the Methuselah Tree” after the 
oldest person in the Bible, the new plant has been growing 
steadily, and after 26 months the tree is nearly four feet tall. The 
species, called the Judean date, is now extinct in Israel, but 
researchers are hoping that by reviving the plant they may be 
able to study its medicinal uses. . . The seeds were found in 
storage rooms, and appear to have been stockpiled for the Jews 
hiding out from the Romans. They were under mounds of debris. 
The Jews committed suicide rather than give in to the Romans, 
who destroyed the site after that, which was more or less left for 
the next 2000 years. (via Fox News) 
 How interesting: A long extinct tree of great value and 
possibilities, grown again after discovery of seed under 
centuries of debris. 
 Thoughts of the ancient seed remind us of Jesus explaining 
His sower parable to those wanting to know about the four 
kinds of soil (wayside, rocky, thorny, good) receiving the seed. 
He began by saying first of all, “The seed is the word of God” 
(Luke 8:11). 
 How can we have the New Testament church today in the 
midst of a world of conflicting denominations? Some say only by 
a historical line traced through the centuries back to the apostles. 
But consider all it takes is the right seed, God’s word itself, and 
the good soil of receptive hearts who long to do His will. 
 How can we simply be Christians in the midst of a world 
where men’s inventions have confused the way? It is the 
same: it takes the right seed, God’s word itself, and the good 
soil of receptive hearts who long to do His will. 
 The palm seed “may hold the key to rediscovering ancient 
healing.” But God’s word holds the healing of the soul, 
reconciliation to Him, being “born again, not of corruptible seed 
but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides 
forever, because ‘All flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as 
the flower of the grass. The grass withers, and its flower falls 
away. But the word of the Lord endures forever.’ Now this is the 
word which by the gospel was preached to you” (1Pet. 1:23-25).  


