
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) .............................. 10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) .......................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for April is posted on the bulletin board so the men can 
see what their responsibilities are for next month. 

CORONA VIRUS:  Some are staying in at home due to the seriousness of this virus. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:   Charles Weatherbee continues to do well after his 
ablation procedure.  Dottie Henderson continues to improve some each day.  Alice 
Hamm is doing well following knee replacement surgery although in some pain.  
Zola Basham’s sister Sula Maxey is doing well following shoulder surgery.  Jack 
and Brenda Elliott are both dealing with health issues.  Donna Criswell had some 
test done this past week relating to heart problems and the doctor increased her 
blood pressure medicine.  Her aunt, Nell Barrett is not doing well, and neither is 
her brother-in-law.  Donna provides most of her care.  Remember brother Butz’s 
sister has cancer.  Remember Telford Hamm’s brothers and brother-in-law.  
Remember Jack Elliott’s niece.  Nancy Summerford’s mother is in last stages of 
Alzheimer’s.  Virgie Waddle continues to have some health issues.  Remember her 
sister-in-law, Jean Malone is in the nursing home in Golden. 

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, should 
be in the Red Bay News sometime this month.  Instead of an advertisement for 
the meeting, it will have an article by Doy Moyer   There are copies of this issue 
on the table in the foyer for those who do not receive a paper.   There is also an 
ad in the local paper once a month offering a free Bible correspondence course.   
There are DVD copies of past TV programs available.   The radio program on 95.5 
FM at 10 AM each Sunday  continues.   Please pray that these efforts will reach 
people interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  Market Street (Athens) with Gerry Sandusky 
April 26-29 (time unknown)  Hays Mill (Athens area) with Lowell Sallee April 26-29 
Mon - Wed 7pm   Some of these meeting may have been cancelled, so check 
before you go.   If you know of other meetings or singings in the area, please tell 
the one making announcements.   

  

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• The last of the human freedoms is to choose one's attitude 
 in any given set of circumstances. 
 
• It doesn’t pay to worry.  If you went through last year’s files 
 marked “important,” chances are the only things you’d keep 
 are the paper clips.  

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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DOCTRINE AND TEACHING 

By Doy Moyer 
 
 Pigeonholing is the process of compartmentalizing. By 
labeling a particular item a certain way, we can 
categorize it with other items labeled the same, and thus 
deal with it from a priority base of which items we think 
are most important. We all try to logically pigeonhole 
matters by priority. Sometimes, though, that process can 
become fairly arbitrary, and I believe the phrase 
“doctrinal issues” tends to fall into this category.  
 We often look at various questions in terms of being 
“doctrinal issues” or non-doctrinal issues (and no, I’m not 
going to “make a list” here). What is usually meant by 
this is that some matters are significant, if not vital, 
points of teaching, while others aren’t so much. This 
concept of “doctrinal” fits more along the lines of dogma 
(a set of doctrines authoritatively affirmed). If the issues 
do not carry the significance, in our judgment, then we 
deem them non-doctrinal, and “it is ok to disagree on 
those issues.” But what exactly is a “doctrinal issue”?  
 While the Bible uses the term “doctrine” (e.g., 1Tim. 
4:16), the word “doctrine” has come to have a life of its 
own. “Doctrine” is often used to refer more to a set of 
particular dogmas or tenets affirmed by certain groups. 
While doctrine and teaching mean the same thing in 
Scripture, a modern definition would include, “something 
taught as the principles or creed of a religion … tenets.” 
In other words, doctrine (as used today) is not just 
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teaching; it is teaching that embodies a set of beliefs 
peculiar to a particular religious body, the violation of 
which brings about some kind of negative consequence. 
The problem is that this is not how we find the term used 
in Scripture. 
 Here’s a challenge. Show just one passage where the 
word “doctrine” means anything other than “teaching.” 
Think about it. Do we give the impression that some 
matters of “teaching” are “doctrine,” while some other 
matters of “teaching” are “non-doctrinal” (i.e., not a part 
of “our” core tenets)? Here’s the point: anything that is 
taught is doctrine, including our applications. Teaching – 
right or wrong, important or not, sound or unsound, in 
application or not, is doctrine by definition. Vital or not, 
if it is taught, it is a doctrine. 
 Here’s where it gets more difficult. Some doctrines 
do not carry the same weight as others (cf. Matt. 23:23-
24). I teach that a congregation may have a building in 
which to meet; that is a doctrine I accept. But whether 
a group owns a building or not is ultimately not eternally 
important; it won’t condemn or save anyone. This is not 
on par with a doctrine for which its violation would cause 
eternal destruction (2Pet. 2:1; 3:16-17). Whether a 
person eats meats or not is ultimately not going to 
condemn or save. It is not a doctrine that would lead to 
condemnation (unless a brother was divisive about it, 
which seems to be a major point of Romans 14). On the 
other hand, Jesus said, “unless you believe that I am 
He, you will die in your sins” (John 8:24). What we 
believe and teach about Jesus does have eternal 
consequence. 
 The distinctions that need to be made are over the 
significance of the doctrine itself, not over whether a 
teaching is actually “doctrinal.” If it is taught in any way, 
then it is doctrine. How significant will that doctrine be? 
This is why we need to be diligent and careful students. 
 Let’s be careful not to misuse terms. It’s too easy to 
espouse a pet phrase (even if the Bible does not use it 
like we do), then use it as a measuring stick for everyone 
else’s soundness. If we are concerned about using Bible 
terms in Bible ways, then we need to think about how we 
sometimes use the word “doctrine.” Most importantly, 
let’s make sure that our doctrine is sound and that our 
application is proper (two sides of the same coin). 
Scripture needs to be taught and applied correctly.  

ME D I TA T E  
By Steve Klein 

 
 How much time do you spend really thinking about spiritual 
things?  Most of us spend a lot of time sitting at home and letting 
the television direct our minds - news commentators and actors 
do our thinking for us.  We drive to work and listen to the radio 
or the CD player.  We get to work and focus our minds on the 
tasks at hand.  Often, we have our minds on the trivial 
occurrences of this life, but fail to consider the larger issues 
relating to the life that is to come.  Little time, if any, is found to 
focus and think on spiritual things.  But Christians should be a 
thinking people.  Paul commanded both Timothy and the 
Philippians to "meditate" (1Timothy 4:15; Philippians 4:8). 
 In ancient times, when we imagine the pace was 
slower, meditation was a vital part of the spiritual life of 
God's people.  Isaac, for instance, went out in a field to 
meditate in the evening (Genesis 24:63).  But faithful 
people back then didn't meditate more just because they 
had more time, they meditated because they took the time 
and saw the value of it.  Joshua, the busy leader of an 
emerging nation, was commanded to meditate day and 
night (Joshua 1:8).  The Psalmist meditated all the day 
(Psalm 119:97), and then looked forward to the night 
watches when he could spend more time lost in thoughts 
of God and His will (Psalm 119:148).  The blessed man 
of Psalm 1:1-2  is described as meditating on God's law 
day and night. 
 In our modern age, few us take the time for such quiet 
reflection.  As a result, we enjoy all the riches of modern 
technology, but we are spiritually  bankrupt.  We are, as 
someone has said, "Atomic giants, but moral pygmies." 
Who among us has gone to sit on the front porch in the 
evening with the determination of the Psalmist - "I will 
remember the works of the LORD; Surely I will remember 
Your wonders of old.  I will also meditate on all Your work" 
(Psalms 77:11-12; cf. 143:5-6)?  When was the last time 
you laid awake in bed at night to purposefully and 
thoughtfully count your blessings (cf. Psalm 63:5-7)?  
When have you taken the word of God and sat down to 
read, ponder, memorize, and apply it to your life (Psalm 
119:10-16)?  And when, if ever, have you humbly and 
sincerely prayed, "Let the words of my mouth and the 
meditation of my heart be acceptable in Your sight, O 
LORD, my strength and my Redeemer" (Psalms 19:14)? 


