
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) .............................. 10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) .......................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for May will be posted on the bulletin board so the men 
can see what their responsibilities are for next month. 

SERVICE TIMES:  Due to the Coronavirus crisis Sunday afternoon and Wednesday 
evening services have temporarily been suspended and some are staying in at home 
completely due to the seriousness of this virus as well as underling health issues. 

STAYING IN:  As a result of the seriousness of the current Corona Virus outbreak 
some of our members are staying at home.  Some as a result of underling health 
issues and others as precautionary measures.  We respect their decisions. 

OUT OF TOWN:  Richard and Beth Hammock are in Montgomery. 

SYMPATHY:  We extend our sympathy to Brenda Elliott and her family in the 
death of Brenda’s niece, Kathy (Brenda’s sister’s daughter).   Due to their doctor’s 
advice, Jack and Brenda were unable to attend the funeral.  This made their loss 
even more difficult for them. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:   Charles Weatherbee is doing well.  Dottie Henderson 
continues to slowly improve.  Alice Hamm is doing well following knee replacement 
surgery.  Zola Basham’s sister, Sula Maxey, is doing well following shoulder surgery.  
Donna Criswell continues to deal with health issues.  Her aunt, Nell Barrett is not doing 
well, and neither is her brother-in-law.  Donna provides most of her aunt’s care.  Brother 
Butz’s sister was mis-diagnosed, she does not have cancer.  Remember Telford Hamm’s 
brothers and brother-in-law.  Remember Jack Elliott’s niece.  Nancy Summerford’s 
mother is in last stages of Alzheimer’s.  Virgie Waddle has not been doing well.  
Remember her sister-in-law, Jean Malone is in the nursing home in Golden. 

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was in the 
Red Bay News the first full week of April.  Copies of this issue are on the table in the 
foyer for those who do not receive a paper.   There is also an ad in the local paper once 
a month offering a free Bible correspondence course.   There are DVD copies of past TV 
programs available.   The radio program on 95.5 FM at 10 AM each Sunday  continues.   
Please pray that these efforts will reach people interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  All the meetings that I knew about have been 
cancelled.   If you know of meetings or singings in the area, please tell the one 
making announcements.   

  

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• When opportunity knocks, too many people complain 
 about the noise. 
 
• Better to be alone than to be in bad company. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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IMPORTANT REMINDERS IN UNCERTAIN TIMES 
By David Dann 

 
 After reviewing key facts concerning the faithfulness and 
promises of God, the apostle Paul instructed the younger 
evangelist, Timothy, to, "Remind them of these things, charging 
them before the Lord not to strive about words to no profit, to the 
ruin of the hearers" (2Tim 2:14, NKJV).  God's people need to be 
continually reminded of important truths which never change. 
 As daily activities, and even worship assemblies, continue to 
be restricted in an effort to slow the spread of the current viral 
pandemic, please consider the following important reminders 
from God's word in the midst of these uncertain times. 
 1. There is nothing new under the sun.  As he reflected upon 
life on this earth, the inspired wise man made the following 
observation: "That which has been is what will be, that which is 
done is what will be done, and there is nothing new under the sun. 
Is there anything of which it may be said, 'See, this is new'?  It has 
already been in ancient times before us" (Eccl 1:9-10).  In recent 
days the normal routine of life has come to a sudden halt as 
schools and businesses have been forced to close and churches 
have suspended their weekly meetings.  However, while this may 
be a new experience for our generation, this sort of thing is not 
entirely new.  During the 1918 "Spanish Flu" pandemic, which 
killed an estimated 50 million people worldwide, similar measures 
were taken.  In fact, brother M.C. Kurfees, who preached in 
Louisville, Kentucky at that time, wrote to the Gospel Advocate, 
saying, "This letter is to inform you that, on account of such a rapid 
spread of influenza as to endanger the heath and lives of the 
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entire population of our country, the Kentucky State Board of 
Health, acting upon the advice of our national government at 
Washington, has issued a proclamation closing all churches as 
long as this order may be in force" (Gospel Advocate, LX, 43 [Oct. 
24, 1918]: 1017).  What may be new to us has already been 
experienced by those who have gone on before us. 
 2. God is in control.  Upon observing the seemingly out of 
control circumstances of his day, the prophet Habakkuk writes, 
"But the Lord is in His holy temple.  Let all the earth keep silence 
before Him" (Hab 2:20).  Widespread disasters and catastrophes, 
such as wars, earthquakes, famines, damaging storms, and 
sicknesses, are not an indication that God has lost control of His 
creation or that He is uninterested in the inhabitants of the world.  
It is during the trials and uncertain times of life that we learn to 
depend upon the Lord.  As the psalmist puts it, "But the salvation 
of the righteous is from the Lord; He is their strength in the time of 
trouble" (Psa 37:39).  The apostle Paul instructed the saints in 
Philippi, saying, "Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be 
made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus" (Phil 4:6-7).  God is just as much in control now as He has 
always been. 
 3. The gospel of Christ is man's only hope.  Sin brought 
death and destruction into the world (cf. Gen 2:16-17; 3:17-19).  
The solution to this problem is not to be sought in physical 
remedies, but in the Son of God who sacrificed Himself in order 
to redeem mankind from sin.  The Bible says, "And as it is 
appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, so 
Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many.  To those who 
eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, 
for salvation" (Heb 9:27-28).  Human beings will continue to die, 
for a variety of reasons, for as long as the world stands.  Only 
Jesus Christ can offer hope in the face of this reality.  The Lord 
reassured Martha in her time of mourning, saying, "I am the 
resurrection and the life.  He who believes in Me, though he may 
die, he shall live" (Jhn 11:25).  Those who believe and obey the 
gospel have the hope of eternal life beyond the resurrection and 
the judgment. 
 Conclusion: While we do not know what the immediate future 
will bring, we can be sure that God will be with His people, both 
here and hereafter.  Faithful followers of Christ can take comfort 
in the inspired words of the apostle Paul, who writes, "For I am 
persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities 
nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor 

depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Rom 8:38-
39).  Are you one of His faithful followers? 
 
 

“FACE TO FACE” 
By R.J. Evans 

 
 We long for the time when we can "come together in one 
place" to worship (1Cor 11:20; 14:23).  Let us all be praying, that 
if it is God's will, it will be sooner rather than later. 
 It has been documented that physical contact or touch 
improves our immune system and also helps reduce diseases 
associated with the heart and blood.  There are many incredible 
benefits---physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual, that come 
from a touch.  A loving touch is a means of communication, 
bonding, and good health.  That is why we have a natural 
inclination to shake one another's hand, pat another on the back, 
or give one another a big hug.  Thus, it is understandable why 
New Testament Christians gave each other a "holy kiss" (Rom 
16:16; 2Cor 13:12; 1Thess 5:26; 1Pet 5:14).  After the Apostle 
Paul had met with the elders of the Ephesian church and was 
ready to depart, we are told "they fell on Paul's neck and kissed 
him" (Acts 20:37). 
 As a result of COVID-19, this terrible pandemic, I have come 
to a greater appreciation of what the Apostle John said to "the 
elect lady and her children" and to his "beloved Gaius."  Please 
observe: "Having many things to write to you, I did not wish to do 
so with paper and ink; but I hope to come to you and speak face 
to face, that our joy may be full" (2Jhn 12).  "I had many things to 
write to you with pen and ink; but I hope to see you shortly, and 
we shall speak face to face" (3Jhn 13-14). 
 Phone calls, text messages, emails, Facebook, Zoom, etc., 
are all great means of communication, but they will never take the 
place, or be the same as "FACE TO FACE" or person to person 
contact.  I close with the words of Paul to the Thessalonians--- 
"But we, brethren, having been taken away from you for a short 
time in presence, not in heart, endeavored more eagerly to see 
your face with great desire"  (1Thess 2:17). 
 
Editor’s Note:  I am aware that where both of these authors preach, the 
church is not assembling in a building together, but are using electronic 
means of worshipping together as well as many other churches all over the 
country.  I am very thankful that the men here decided to continue meeting 
together for worship at our regular times on Lord’s day morning 


