
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for May is posted on the bulletin board so the men 
can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SERVICE TIMES:  The Corona Virus is still serious.  However, as a result of new 
regulations taking effect tomorrow, we will resume regular services Wednesday 
evening.  Yet, precautions are still advised.  There is no requirement for a mask, 
but a six-foot distance between those who are not of the same household should 
be maintained.  Since our building is large enough, this should be no problem. 

STAYING IN:  As a result of the seriousness of the Corona Virus some have been 
staying at home and may decide to continue to do so.  We respect their decisions. 

SYMPATHY:  Our deepest sympathy is extended to the Hamm family in the 
death of Telford’s nephew, Roy Hamm, this past Friday.  Roy was the son of Lee 
Hamm, the father of Joe Hamm whom we help support and Telford Hamm’s 
brother.  Visitation will be Monday May11,  at 2 pm until service  time beginning 
at 4 pm at the Hamilton Funeral Home Chapel.  Also, one of brother Butz’s 
sisters died.  We extend our sympathy to him and his family. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:   Dottie Henderson continues to improve.  Alice Hamm is 
doing well following knee replacement surgery.  Zola Basham’s sister, Sula Maxey, 
is doing well following shoulder surgery.  Donna Criswell is experiencing some health 
issues.  Her aunt, Nell Barrett is not doing well, and neither is her brother-in-law.  
Donna provides most of her aunt’s care.  Remember Telford Hamm’s brothers and 
brother-in-law.  Remember Jack Elliott’s niece.  Nancy Summerford’s mother is in last 
stages of Alzheimer’s.  Virgie Waddle is still not doing well.  Remember her sister-in-
law, Jean Malone, in the nursing home in Golden. 

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was 
in the Red Bay News the first full week of April.  Copies are on the table in the 
foyer for those who do not receive a paper.  There is also an ad in the local 
paper once a month offering a free Bible correspondence course.  There are 
DVD copies of past TV programs available.  Remember our radio program on 
95.5 FM at 10 AM each Sunday.   Please pray that these efforts will reach people 
interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  All the meetings that I knew about have 
been cancelled.   If you know of meetings or singings in the area, please tell the 
one making announcements.   
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• What you do for yourself will soon be forgotten, but what 
 you do for others will be long remembered. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 

 

Published by the Eastside church of Christ Red Bay, AL  
Meeting at the corner of Hwy 24 East and Meadow Dr. 

Web Site: http://eastsidechurchrb.com/ 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Vol.  IV - No.  2 – May 10, 2020 
 

Editor: Jerry L.  Henderson: Send comments to: The Editor; 1205 Hwy 24 East; Red Bay, AL 35583 
 Phone: 256-333-0017 or 662 - 542-3170 - email: jerry@hendersons.net 

 
 

Mind Your Faith 
PERSUASION AND PRESUPPOSITIONS 

By Doy Moyer 
 
 People are not blank slates.  All people have biases 
and presuppositions that they bring to the table of any 
discussion.  What is a presupposition?  A break-down of 
the word gives the idea: this is what is pre-supposed or 
accepted as true before further discussion ever takes 
place.  Understanding where people are is critical to any 
efforts to persuade them about Jesus Christ. 
 Since everyone has presuppositions prior to any 
discussion, admitting these is very important to the 
integrity of the discussion.  It would not be correct or 
wise for Christians to try to say that they do not have 
any biases at all or that they are completely neutral in 
the discussions.  Claiming to be Christians necessarily 
means that they are not neutral, that they accept Jesus 
as the only way to salvation, and that Jesus is Lord of 
their lives.  They have already gone through the process 
of looking at the evidence and being persuaded so that 
now when they talk to others, they are presupposing the 
truth about Christ.  This is unavoidable and necessary, 
but the point is simply to say that Christians need to be 
upfront and honest about their starting points.  Paul did 
not go into the various cities to preach claiming to be 
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neutral.  His goal was clearly to teach Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified (1Cor 2:2).  In doing this, he challenged 
others head on with the proof and sought to persuade 
them.  Some were persuaded and some were not. 
 Likewise, the unbeliever has certain “givens” or 
starting points in his mind.  He must be convinced or 
persuaded that the evidence for Christ is such that he 
ought to change his entire worldview in order to accept 
that truth.  This is no small task, for changing one’s 
worldview is a monumental shift in that person’s life.  No 
one does this easily, and Christians should not expect 
them to do so simply because claims have been made 
that differ from theirs.  This is, again, why proof is 
needed. 
 In his first letter to the Corinthians, Paul made the 
point that the message of the cross is such that it was a 
stumbling block to the Jews and foolishness to the 
Gentiles (1:18-31).  To the typical Jew, the idea of a 
Messiah who was crucified on a Roman cross was too 
much to bear.  This meant that He was accursed, so 
how could Jesus possibly be the promised Messiah?  
The idea seemed absurd.  Likewise, to the Gentile, the 
idea of having to accept a Jewish peasant from Galilee, 
whom they had crucified, as their Lord and Savior 
seemed completely ridiculous.  How could they be 
expected to understand and accept this? 
 Christians need to know that when they present Christ 
to the world, they will get the same types of reactions 
that the apostles received in the first century.  Many will 
stumble over it and others will see it as foolishness.  
Many will not even want to consider the evidence 
because their presuppositions against Christ are already 
so strong and set.  All Christians can do is try to share 
the good news and remove as many of those barriers as 
they can.  No one can say this is easy.  People can be 
very stubborn when it comes to letting go of what they 
have already imbibed and accepted as truth. 
 The fact of presuppositions is why simply stating facts 
often does not persuade others.  People will see those 

facts through skewed lenses, and it will not make sense 
to them.  Persuasion is an effort to bridge that gap so 
that the facts will actually make sense.  To do this, 
however, often requires getting to those underlying 
presuppositions and bringing those to the forefront in 
order to honestly deal with them. 
 While biases and presuppositions are inevitable, 
people can be honest about them and admit them.  
Christians should openly express where they are coming 
from and then encourage other parties in the discussion 
to do the same.  This process can help the discussion 
move along so that the participants are actually 
grappling with the issues that really do separate them.  If 
the unbeliever, for example, admits that he cannot 
accept the resurrection because he believes that 
science automatically rules it out, then other issues 
might first need to be considered.  What is their 
understanding of science?  Can science rule out the 
miraculous?  Is nature alone capable of explaining 
everything?  These are questions that may help uncover 
an unbeliever’s presuppositions that get in the way of 
accepting the resurrection evidence. 
 Paul is a prime example of an unbeliever who had to 
come face to face with his own presuppositions.  He 
opposed Christ.  As he says of himself in Galatians 1:13, 
he “persecuted the church of God violently and tried to 
destroy it.” His conversion is well known.  Christ 
appeared to him and directly challenged why Paul was 
acting the way he did (Acts 9).  Paul was confronted with 
the proof that overturned his previous convictions and 
he became the apostle Paul who reasoned, explained, 
and proved that Jesus is the Christ.  His worldview shift 
changed the lay of the land as far as Christians are 
concerned. 
 Do not underestimate the power that presuppositions 
can have over how people receive evidence.  
Sometimes that is exactly where Christians need to start 
when they seek to persuade others 
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