
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for May is posted on the bulletin board so the men 
can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SERVICE TIMES:  Thankfully, we have been able to resume our normal schedule of 
assemblies. 

STAYING IN:  As a result of the seriousness of the Corona Virus outbreak some 
members have been staying at home and may continue to do so, as a result of 
underling health issues or just precautionary.  We respect their decisions. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:   Dottie Henderson continues to improve.  Alice Hamm is 
doing well following knee replacement surgery.  Zola Basham is hoping to have 
hip surgery in the near future.  Remember her sister, Sula Maxey, is making 
good progress following shoulder surgery.  Donna Criswell is doing some better 
with her health issues.  Her aunt, Nell Barrett is not doing well, and neither is her 
brother-in-law.  Donna provides most of her aunt’s care.  Remember Telford 
Hamm’s brothers and brother-in-law.  Jack Elliott will be having a heart ablation 
in Huntsville on the 27th.  Continue to remember Jack’s niece.  Nancy 
Summerford’s mother is in last stages of Alzheimer’s.  Virgie Waddle has not 
been doing well.  However, after seeing the doctor and some new medicine, she 
is feeling some better.  Remember her sister-in-law, Jean Malone is in the 
nursing home in Golden. 

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was 
in the Red Bay News in April.  Copies of this issue are on the table in the foyer 
for those who do not receive a paper.  These may also be used to give to a friend 
or neighbor.  When the copies are depleted, more can be printed.    There is also 
an ad in the local paper once a month offering a free Bible correspondence 
course.   There are DVD copies of past TV programs available.   The radio 
program on 95.5 FM at 10 AM each Sunday  continues.   Please pray that these 
efforts will reach people interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  All the meetings that I knew about have 
been cancelled.   If you know of meetings or singings in the area, please tell the 
one making announcements.   

 
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• Look around at what you have before you complain about 
 what you don’t have. 
 
• Well done is better than well said. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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OUR LIGHT AFFLICTION 

By Craig V. Thomas 
  
 There is certainly plenty of suffering in the world.  There 
has been since Genesis chapter three.  Much of human 
suffering is out in the open and plainly visible.  We see that 
vividly on display during our current "virus crisis."  All men, 
women and children suffer to some degree.  Some more 
than others, some less than others.  Some people's suffering 
is plain, evident, and manifest; while others "suffer in 
silence."   All suffer from the consequences of sin (i.e., guilt, 
disease, death, etc.).  Precious few also suffer because of 
their faith. 
 Paul said "Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ 
Jesus will suffer persecution."  The apostles rejoiced "that 
they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His name" 
(Acts 5:41).  So, should we.  The question, as Christians, is 
not "Will I suffer?" but "How do I deal with inevitable 
suffering?" 
 Nearly each and every day Christians experience things 
physiologically, emotionally, mentally, and/or spiritually 
that are unpleasant; things that cause us pain and 
suffering to some degree.  We need a godly strategy to 
deal with our suffering in ways that are pleasing to God 
and helpful to us.  I do not pretend to be writing the 'end 
all' thesis on the topic, I just want to offer a few things I 
find valuable to me. 

mailto:jerry@hendersons.net


 First, I try to remind myself of all the suffering the apostle 
Paul went through.  He famously chronicled his many trials and 
tribulations: "Are they Hebrews?  So am I.  Are they Israelites?  
So am I.  Are they the seed of Abraham?  So am I.  Are they 
ministers of Christ?  - I speak as a fool - I am more: in labors 
more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more 
frequently, in deaths often.  From the Jews five times I received 
forty stripes minus one.  Three times I was beaten with rods; 
once I was stoned; three times I was shipwrecked; a night and 
a day I have been in the deep; in journeys often, in perils of 
waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of my own countrymen, in 
perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the 
wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 
in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger and 
thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness -  besides the 
other things, what comes upon me daily: my deep concern for 
all the churches." (2Cor 11:22-28) 
 I may be weird, but one thing I have always thought about 
insofar as Paul's sufferings are concerned is:  How many 
nights did he have to sleep outside during all those travels?  
I am speculating somewhat, but I believe firmly Paul spent 
many cold nights sleeping under the canopy of the stars on 
the cold, hard, bare ground.  The thought gives me the 
shivers!  Perhaps that is what he is referring to in verse 27 
above.  I've slept outside a few times and always at least 
had a tent and sleeping bag.  Even then I was often 
miserable.  Paul must have experienced this, or worse, quite 
often.  Despite his many sufferings, Paul was able to say, "I 
have learned in whatever state I am, to be content" (Phil 
4:11).  And when his life was about to end, he could say, "I 
have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have 
kept the faith.  Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give 
to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who 
have loved His appearing." (2Tim 4:7-8) 
 Can you and I deal as successfully with suffering as 
Paul?  Yes!  At the heart of Paul's godly strategy was a two-
pronged godly approach. 
 First, he kept his perspective.  Consider his words in 
2Corinthians 4:16-18: "Therefore we do not lose heart.  Even 
though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is 

being renewed day by day.  For our light affliction, which is 
but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory,  while we do not look at the things 
which are seen, but at the things which are not seen.  For 
the things which are seen are temporary, but the things 
which are not seen are eternal." 
 So, we need to constantly remind ourselves that 
whatever suffering we experience in this life, God assures 
us we can handle it.  He guarantees He will not give us 
more than we can successfully deal with (cf. 1Cor 10:13; 
Phil 4:13).  He willingly shares our burdens!  Remember 
1Peter 5:7:  "casting all your care upon Him, for He cares 
for you."  And, very importantly, when compared to what 
awaits the faithful in heaven, the sufferings of this life are 
so brief and so relatively mild as to be superfluous.  We 
must never forget that!  We must always keep an eternal 
view of life! 
 Second, in 2Corinthians 12 Paul prayed for God to 
remove his "thorn in the flesh" (2Cor 12:7).  God answered 
Paul's prayers, but He did not remove the thorn.  The pain 
remained!  God does not always remove the pain of our 
suffering either.  BUT God helps us deal with it!  He 
helped Paul deal with it!  He told Paul, "My grace is 
sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in 
weakness." (2Cor 12:9)  Paul reacted to his suffering 
exactly like we should react to our suffering:  "Therefore 
most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me.  Therefore, I take 
pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in 
persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's sake.  For when I 
am weak, then I am strong." (2Cor 12:9-10) 
 Let us be ever thankful we serve such a gracious and 
benevolent God! 
 "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various 
trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces 
patience." (Jas 1:2-3) "In this you greatly rejoice, though now 
for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by 
various trials,  that the genuineness of your faith, being much 
more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by 
fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ," (1Pet 1:6-7). 


