
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for June will be posted on the bulletin board so the 
men can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SERVICE TIMES:  Thankfully, we have been able to resume our normal schedule of 
assemblies. 

STAYING IN:  As a result of the seriousness of the Corona Virus outbreak some 
members have been staying at home and may continue to do so, as a result of 
underling health issues or just precautionary.  We respect their decisions. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:   Dottie Henderson received a good report from her 
doctor Friday and continues to improve.  Alice Hamm is doing well following knee 
replacement surgery.  Zola Basham’s sister, Sula Maxey, is making good 
progress following shoulder surgery.  Donna Criswell is doing better physically 
but has a lot of stress taking care of her aunt, Nell Barrett, who is not doing well.  
Donna’s brother-in-law is not doing well either.  Remember Telford Hamm’s 
brothers and brother-in-law.  Jack Elliott was not able to have the heart ablation.  
He is home from the hospital with some new medicine is doing better.  Continue 
to remember Jack’s niece.  Nancy Summerford’s mother is in last stages of 
Alzheimer’s.  Virgie Waddle has not been doing well.  However, after seeing the 
doctor and some new medicine, she is feeling some better.  Remember her 
sister-in-law, Jean Malone is in the nursing home in Golden. 

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was 
in the Red Bay News in April.  Copies of this issue are on the table in the foyer 
for those who do not receive a paper.  These may also be used to give to a friend 
or neighbor.  When the copies are depleted, more can be printed.    There is also 
an ad in the local paper once a month offering a free Bible correspondence 
course.   There are DVD copies of past TV programs available.   The radio 
program on 95.5 FM at 10 AM each Sunday  continues.   Please pray that these 
efforts will reach people interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  All the meetings that I knew about have 
been cancelled.   If you know of meetings or singings in the area, please tell the 
one making announcements.   
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• Those whose primary goal is to please others will likely 
 fail to please God. 
 
• Great ability without discretion usually comes to a tragic end. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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THE WONDER OF TOUCH 
By James Sassar 

 
 God’s design of the sense of touch is truly a most wondrous 
thing.  Pain can save us from danger.  Caressing can make us 
feel love and convey love to another.  Determining the feelings 
of various things can be so helpful.  Is it smooth or rough?  Is it 
cold or hot?  Is it wet or dry?  I recall a bumper sticker many 
years ago from the mental health people…it said, “Have you 
hugged your child today?” Touch is so necessary for human 
development and maintenance.  A study has marked the 
differences in behavior of newborns who are stroked or touched, 
and those who aren’t. 
 I read the following descriptions of touch… “The sense of 
touch is the first to develop in humans at about 8 weeks into the 
gestation period.  Touch stimulates the brain to release 
endorphins.  Blood pressure and heart rate can be reduced by a 
touch.  When you touch something, touch receptors speed a 
message through your nerves to your brain like a message 
going through a telephone wire.  Your brain receives the signal 
and tells you how something feels.  If necessary, your brain then 
races a message back so you will pull away.  The slightest 
pressure puts this process into action—and takes less time than 
a blink of your eyes.  Some receptors have the ability to become 
less receptive.  When certain parts of your body are continually 
touched without change, the receptors adjust to the pressure 
and become less sensitive.  That is why although the clothes 
you wear are touching your skin, you usually do not notice 
them.” 
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 Luke 24:39…See my hands and my feet, that it is I 
myself.  Touch me, and see.  For a spirit does not have flesh 
and bones as you see that I have.  — Mark 10:13…And they 
were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and 
the disciples rebuked them.  — Praises to God, for giving us 
the sense of touch! 
 
 

THE TESTING OF THINGS 
By Richie Thetford 

 
 The apostle Paul wrote in 1Thessalonians 5:21 "Test all 
things; hold fast what is good." The Christian's daily walk 
should be a walk where "testing" is continually done.  We 
find in scripture where God tests man "But as we have been 
approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, even so 
we speak, not as pleasing men, but God who tests our 
hearts" (1Thessalonians 2:4). In addition, man is to test 
himself; "Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the 
faith.  Test yourselves.  Do you not know yourselves, that 
Jesus Christ is in you?-- unless indeed you are disqualified" 
(2Corinthians 13:5).  God tests our hearts to know if we are 
in fact loyal to Him (Matthew 6:33; Colossians 3:1-2).  We 
are to continually test ourselves to ensure that we are in "the 
faith." 

What Is To Be Tested? 

 We have learned from 1Thessalonians 2:4 that our hearts are 
to be tested because God certainly does.  But what else can we 
learn that should be "tested" in our Christian walk?  In 1John 4:1 
it says: "Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, 
whether they are of God; because many false prophets have 
gone out into the world." This certainly is good advice for all of 
us.  Test the teachings of man to make sure that those things 
being taught are in fact from God's Holy inspired Word and not 
something that man has made up on his own.  Our faith is tested 
on a daily basis.  How should we respond when our faith is 
tested?  With JOY!  Why?  Because it produces endurance 
within us when we overcome.  Each and every test of faith that 
we confront and overcome, we become a much stronger 
Christian (James 1:2-4).  Our works must also stand the test 
before God.  Paul wrote: "each one's work will become clear; for 
the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the 
fire will test each one's work, of what sort it is" (1Corinthians 
3:13) and "But let each one examine his own work, and then he 

will have rejoicing in himself alone, and  not in another" 
Galatians 6:4). How does our work stand up for Christ? 
 One thing that is for sure, it will be tested on the day of 
judgment and each one of us will give an account of our 
deeds, good or bad (2Corinthians 5:10). 

Why Test Things? 

 As stated in our opening scripture, things should be tested so 
that we will know whether those things are good or evil.  We 
want to hold fast to those that are good and discard the evil. 
 Another reason we should test all things is to make sure that 
we do not become deceived.  In 1John 4:1-6 it says: "Beloved, 
do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are 
of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the 
world.  By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that 
confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, and 
every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in 
the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, 
which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the 
world.  You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, 
because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.  
They are of the world.  Therefore, they speak as of the world, 
and the world hears them.  We are of God.  He who knows God 
hears us; he who is not of God does not hear us.  By this we 
know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error." The Bible tells us 
plainly why we should test things.  It is only through our testing 
of things that we can be glorified.  Peter writes: "that the 
genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold 
that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, 
honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ." Let's make 
sure that we test all things to ensure that we are doing ALL to 
the glory of God! 

By What Are Things Tested? 

 Before you and I can test something, we must first know what 
the standard is that we should test these things by.  The Word of 
God is THE standard in which all things must be tested by 
(2Timothy 2:15; 3:15-16).  Human standards do not cut it.  After 
all, who will we be judged by in eternity?  The answer is GOD 
not man!  Paul wrote: "For we dare not class ourselves or 
compare ourselves with those who commend themselves.  But 
they, measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing 
themselves among themselves, are not wise" (2Corinthians 
10:12).  The wise thing to do is to "Test all things; hold fast what 
is good," because our eternal destiny depends upon it! 


