
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for June is posted on the bulletin board so the men 
can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

STAYING IN:  As a result of the seriousness of the Corona Virus some members are 
still staying at home as a result of underling health issues or just precautionary.  We 
respect their decisions. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:   Dottie Henderson is doing well and continues to 
improve.  Alice Hamm continues to do well following knee replacement surgery.  
Zola Basham could not have hip surgery.  So, she continues to deal with pain 
and discomfort.  Remember her sister, Sula Maxey, continues to do well 
following shoulder surgery.  Donna Criswell was not feeling well Wednesday 
evening.  She has a lot of stress in caring for her aunt, Nell Barrett who is not 
doing well and neither is her brother-in-law.  Telford Hamm was not feeling well 
Wednesday evening.  Remember Telford’s brothers and brother-in-law.  Jack 
Elliott is still dealing with heart issues.  Apparently, the new medication is not 
working well.  Continue to remember Jack’s niece.  Nancy Summerford’s mother 
is in last stages of Alzheimer’s.  Virgie Waddle is still not doing well even with 
some new medication.  Remember her sister-in-law, Jean Malone is in the 
nursing home in Golden. 

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was 
in the Red Bay News in April.  Copies of this issue are on the table in the foyer 
for those who do not receive a paper.  These may also be used to give to a friend 
or neighbor.  When the copies are depleted, more can be printed.    There is also 
an ad in the local paper once a month offering a free Bible correspondence 
course.   There are DVD copies of past TV programs available.   The radio 
program on 95.5 FM at 10 AM each Sunday  continues.   Please pray that these 
efforts will reach people interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  There is a meeting at Elgin Hills (east of 
Florence) beginning today with Larsen Plyler preaching.  Services Mon – Fri are 
at 7 pm.   They will be meeting outside in the lot next to the building.  It was 
suggested that you bring your lawn chairs.   If you know of meetings or singings 
in the area, please tell the one making announcements.   
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• You are responsible for what you do, no matter how you feel. 
 
• It is easier to suppress the first desire than to satisfy all 
 that follow. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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THE CHURCH FOR EVERYBODY 

By Sewell Hall 
 
 I  agreed to go with a group of Christian friends to a Braves game.  
This was going to be different.  The field was covered  with performing 
high school bands — an appeal to all who like music.  And that was only 
the beginning.  For those preferring opera, a Metropolitan Opera star sang 
the national anthem.  For those more political in taste, the Attorney 
General of the U.S. led the pledge to the flag.  Lovers of money were 
tantalized by a $500 door prize.  Cartoon fans were entertained by a 
million-dollar scoreboard featuring cartoon characters.  Those living on the 
level of the flesh were treated to the sight of a young lady in short shorts  
running around the diamond sweeping off the bases between every 
inning.  And to climax it all, there was a huge fireworks display.  I don't 
remember what team the Braves were playing, much less who won, but 
that was a game I shall never forget.  That was baseball for people who 
don't like baseball! 
 Far too many churches are trying to remodel the religion of Jesus 
Christ to make it a religion for people who don't  like religion!   For those 
desiring recreation, they offer recreation.  For those desiring 
entertainment, there is entertainment.  For those whose primary interest is 
secular education, they offer day care, kindergartens, schools, and 
colleges.  For those whose appetite is for food, they build church kitchens 
and dining rooms.  The attempt  is  to be  "the church for everybody." 
 Such carnal, temporal appeals were never authorized by the Lord.  He 
intended that the church be a "called out", separated body of people.  If the 
gospel is the only appeal, it will make the separation.  In Corinth, where the 
wisdom of men was valued, Paul "determined not to know anything except 
Jesus  Christ  and Him crucified" 1Cor. 2:2.  In a city where oratory was highly 
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esteemed, he refused even to dress up the gospel with  "excellence of speech" 
1Cor. 2:1.  His purpose was to see that the materials he built into the temple 
were  "gold, hay and straw" 1Cor. 3:12.  No, the Lord's church is not for 
everybody — just for those who have those qualities which set them apart as 
God's elect and chosen ones. 
 

WAS SATAN CREATED? 
By Doy Moyer 

 
 Years ago, I was asked to teach a class on 1Timothy 6 for a 
congregation that I was visiting.  We read of Jesus Christ, “the 
King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone has immortality, who 
dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or 
can see” (vv. 15-16).  Seemingly out of the blue, I was asked, 
“Does this mean that Satan is not eternal or immortal?” My 
answer was a simple, “Of course.” Little did I know I was talking 
to some who believed that Satan was not created, that he, like 
God, always existed.  
 Occasionally the question arises, and there are yet those who 
believe that Satan could not have been created by God, for that 
would mean that God created evil.  While much can be said 
about this, let’s see if we can boil down these issues.  
 First things first.  Satan is created.  The alternative is that 
Satan is eternal and immortal, just like God, which places him on 
the same eternal level.  One may not think this is a big deal, but 
we need to understand that what we think about other beings 
will say something about our views of God.  There are no beings 
or creatures who are on par with God’s eternal nature.  He alone 
is the “I AM.”  
 Considering whether or not Satan is created is not a matter of 
speculation.  Colossians 1:15-17 says about Jesus, “He is the 
image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.  For by 
him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—
all things were created through him and for him.  And he is 
before all things, and in him all things hold together.”  
 This passage is not ambiguous.  All things, including all 
visible and invisible rulers and powers, were created by Him and 
for Him.  Now if Satan is such an invisible ruler and power, then 
Scripture teaches he was created.  Follow the evidence.  
 Jesus refers to Satan as “the ruler of this world” (John 12:31).  
The apostle Paul refers to him as the “god of this world” (2Cor 
4:4) and “the prince (ruler) of the power of the air” (Eph 2:2).  
Christians are to “Put on the whole armor of God, that you may 

be able to stand against the schemes of the devil.  For we do 
not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this 
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly places.” (Eph 6:11-12). 
 Back in 1Timothy 6:16, God “alone has immortality.” If one is 
not God, he does not inherently possess immortality.  God 
promises immortality to His people (Rom 2:7; 1Cor 15:53-54; 
2Tim 1:10), but intrinsic immortality is tied to His nature and His 
alone.  God has no beginning and no end.  This differs from 
created beings being granted immortality by the One from whom 
immortality flows.  Only God has this.  Satan does not and, 
therefore, had to be created.  
 Does this, then, mean that God created evil?  Not at all.  God 
is not the author of evil.  
 Satan (adversary) is the description and name given to this 
one whom we also call the devil or slanderer (Rev 12:9).  There is 
no indication that he was created for the purpose of being Satan 
in order to be evil.  Like all else God makes, the assumption 
should be that he was created to serve and glorify God.  
 The implication would be that this creature, who was indeed 
powerful, was given the freedom to make choices.  As human 
beings were given freedom to decide whether or not they would 
serve God, we also find that angels had the ability to rebel and 
sin (cf. Jude 6; 2Pet 2:4).  Whether or not Satan was an angel, 
an archangel, or another type of creature, we do not know.  
However, he still falls under the umbrella of the rulers, 
authorities, and cosmic powers of this present darkness.  All 
rulers and authorities were created by the Lord.  
 Evil is not a material thing that was created.  It is defined, not 
by its own self, but rather in connection to a standard that is 
good.  That Standard is God, so anything that deviates from Him 
will result in what we call evil.  As darkness is not a thing in itself, 
but rather is the absence of light, so evil is the absence and 
even the perversion of the good.  When we choose to rebel 
against God, we have chosen the darkness and evil.  God did 
not create the evil, but He allows creatures of choice to walk in 
the dark.  Of course, consequences for that follow.  
 Satan, then, was a created being who chose to rebel against 
God, thus resulting in evil.  The importance of this is not only 
how we think of God, but also how we consider the fight we are 
in.  The bottom line is that God always wins.  While Satan is 
powerful (1Pet 5:8), he is not God, and he cannot defeat those 
who put their faith in God.  “Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you” (Jas 4:7). 


