
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for June is posted on the bulletin board so the men 
can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SERVICE TIMES:  Thankfully, we have been able to resume our normal schedule of 
assemblies. 

STAYING IN:  As a result of the seriousness of the Corona Virus outbreak some 
members have been staying at home and may continue to do so, as a result of 
underling health issues or just precautionary.  We respect their decisions. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:   Dottie Henderson continues to improve.  Alice Hamm is 
doing well following knee replacement surgery.  Zola Basham will not have her 
hip surgery.  Remember her sister, Sula Maxey, is making good progress 
following shoulder surgery.  Donna Criswell is doing some better with her health 
issues.  Her aunt, Nell Barrett is not doing well, and neither is her brother-in-law.  
Donna provides most of her aunt’s care.  Remember Telford Hamm’s brothers 
and brother-in-law.  Jack Elliott was not able to have the heart ablation.  He is 
home from the hospital and doing well.  Continue to remember Jack’s niece.  
Nancy Summerford’s mother is in last stages of Alzheimer’s.  Virgie Waddle has 
not been doing well.  However, after seeing the doctor and some new medicine, 
she is feeling some better.  Remember her sister-in-law, Jean Malone is in the 
nursing home in Golden. 

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was 
in the Red Bay News in April.  Copies of this issue are on the table in the foyer 
for those who do not receive a paper.  These may also be used to give to a friend 
or neighbor.  When the copies are depleted, more can be printed.    There is also 
an ad in the local paper once a month offering a free Bible correspondence 
course.   There are DVD copies of past TV programs available.   The radio 
program on 95.5 FM at 10 AM each Sunday  continues.   Please pray that these 
efforts will reach people interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:   HWY 157 (Cullman) June 28  – July 1 with 
Kenny Chumbley (time unknown).  If you know of meetings or singings in the 
area, please tell the one making announcements.   
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• To have a right to do a thing is not at all the same as to be 
 right in doing it. 
 
•  People who have no charity for the faults of others are 
 generally blind to their own. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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DANGEROUS TIMES 
By Kenny Chumbley 

 
 But you must realize that in the last days the times will be full 
of danger.  Men will become utterly self-centered, greedy for 
money, full of big words.  They will be proud and contemptuous, 
without any regard for what their parents taught them.  They will 
be utterly lacking in gratitude, purity, and normal human 
affections.  They will be men of unscrupulous speech and have 
no control of themselves.  They will be passionate and 
unprincipled, treacherous, self-willed, and conceited, loving all 
the time what gives them pleasure instead of loving God.  They 
will maintain a façade of “religion”, but their conduct will deny its 
validity.  You must keep clear of people like this.” 2Timothy 3.1–
5 (J. B. Phillips translation) 
 The adjective Paul used that is translated full of danger is 
significant.  The Gr. word means hard or difficult; hard to deal 
with, violent, dangerous.  The only other place it is used in the 
NT is in Matthew 8.28 where it describes two demonized men 
as being exceedingly fierce.  It’s a word that well describes the 
anarchy that has recently erupted across our country. 
 Why are we in a time of danger?  It’s because men are 
utterly self-centered.  Anytime love of self rather than love of 
God is the driving force in a society, the time will be full of 
danger.  Of the nineteen descriptors Paul uses, the first two 
and last two involve love: lovers of self, lovers of money (the 
root of all evil), lovers of pleasure, not lovers of God.  These 
are the factors behind the lawlessness that has hated, 
burned, destroyed, and rioted in recent days.  Whenever 
man replaces God with himself, society deteriorates, 
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becomes dangerous and inhumane, and creates a situation 
wherein might makes right.  The threat to our nation doesn’t 
come from racism, poverty, the police, insensitivity, etc. but 
from a love of self.  “We must then look at egocentricity,” 
wrote E. Stanley Jones, “as the root of all our problems.  As 
long as we make ourselves the center of our universe, none 
of our problems will come out right, nothing will add up to 
sense, for we are not the center of the universe—God is.  
And until we get ourselves off our own hands into the hands 
of God, we are a problem to ourselves and others.” 
 What the church must understand is that man-made 
chaos is a golden opportunity to gospel!  Modern paganism 
is no less disgusting or bankrupt than the paganism in Bible 
times, and in the NT, believers seized on every point of 
contact with unbelief to draw a contrast between the love of 
man and the love of God.  As Paul did in Athens, Corinth, 
and elsewhere, Christians need to expose the devil’s lies.  
We are to confront our friends and neighbors with man’s 
moral bankruptcy and present the truth about God as 
Creator, Provider, Lord of history, Judge of all.  And we are 
to present His command to repent, telling our family and 
friends of the love and redeeming power of Jesus Christ. 
 Let us seize the opportunity to lift up our Lord in an 
environment that so desperately needs Him. 
 

PAUL’S PRAYER FOR THE COLOSSIANS 
By R.J. Evans 

  
 There are so many lessons that can be learned from the 
Apostle Paul's epistles he sent to various congregations.  
Personally, one that has always stood out in my mind is contained 
in his letter to the Colossians.  In this article let us observe Paul's 
wonderful thoughts on prayer in chapter 1:9-12.  It is a great 
example of how important it is for us to pray for ourselves and our 
brethren that we "may be filled with knowledge of His will in all 
wisdom and spiritual understanding" (V. 9).  In verses 9-12, he 
gives a good explanation for the purpose of this prayer. 
 Concerning the purpose of the prayer, please notice what 
Paul says: so that our lives will be worthy of the Lord (V. 10); 
so that we'll please the Lord in every way (V. 10); so that 
we'll bear fruit in every good work (V. 10); so that we'll grow 
in the knowledge of God (V. 10); and so that we  will be 
strengthened with all God's power, patience, longsuffering, 
joy, and thanksgiving (Vv. 11-12). 

 Now, let's go back and consider each point and see what 
further instructions God provides on each part of Paul's prayer.   
 LIVING LIVES WORTHY OF GOD (V. 10).  What does this 
passage tell us about living  a worthy life?  Let's allow Jesus to 
answer it for us: "He who loves father or mother more than Me is 
not worthy of Me.  And he who loves son or daughter more than 
Me is not worthy of Me.  And he who does not take up his cross 
and follow Me is not worthy of Me" (Matt. 10:37-38). 
 FINDING OUT WHAT PLEASES THE LORD (V. 10).  How 
are we to proceed both with caution and boldness regarding 
what is right, as opposed to what is evil?  Paul provides the 
answer: "For you were once in darkness but now you are light in 
the Lord.  Walk as children of light (for the fruit of the Spirit is in 
all goodness, righteousness, and truth), proving what is 
acceptable to the Lord....'Awake, you who sleep, Arise from the 
dead, And Christ will give you light'" (Eph. 5:8-14). 
 BEARING FRUIT IN GOOD WORKS (V. 10).  Jesus tells 
us what is necessary in order to bear fruit: "I am the vine, 
you are the branches, He who abides in Me, and I in him, 
bears  much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing....By 
this My Father is glorified that you bear much fruit; so you 
will be My disciples" (Jn. 15:5-8). 
 GROWING IN KNOWLEDGE OF GOD (V. 10).  What are 
the results of growing in the knowledge of God?  The Apostle 
Peter provides the answer: "Grace and peace be multiplied to 
you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord....all things 
that pertain to life and godliness....exceedingly great and 
precious promises....partakers of the divine nature" (2Pet. 1:2-4). 
 STRENGTHENED WITH GOD'S POWER, PATIENCE, 
LONGSUFFERING, JOY, AND THANKSGIVING (Vv. 10-12).  
The Apostle Paul answered this on two occasions.  When he 
prayed three times that God would remove his "thorn in the flesh,"  
God said to him, "'My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is 
made perfect in weakness.'  Therefore most gladly I will boast in 
my infirmities that the power of Christ may rest upon me'" (2Cor. 
12:7-9).  To the Roman brethren, Paul said: "And not only that, 
but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces 
perseverance; and perseverance, character; and character, hope.  
Now hope does not disappoint" (Rom. 5:3-5). 
 As Christians, why do we want to pray for all the above also?  
Because God "has delivered us from the power of darkness and 
translated us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in whom 
we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins" 
(Col. 1:13-14). 


