
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for July is posted on the bulletin board so the men 
can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SERVICE TIMES:  Thankfully, we have been able to resume our normal schedule of 
assemblies.  As far as I know, masks are not required, but are recommended.  So, 
wear one if you think you should.  If possible, keep six feet apart unless from the same 
household 

STAYING IN:  As a result of the seriousness of the Corona Virus outbreak some 
members have been staying at home and may continue to do so, as a result of 
underling health issues or just precautionary.  We respect their decisions. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:   Dottie Henderson is doing well.  Alice Hamm is doing 
well.  Telford Hamm was unable to have surgery on his leg, it may be scheduled 
later.  Remember his brother and brother-in-law.    Zola Basham will not have her 
hip surgery.  Remember her sister, Sula Maxey, as she continues to make 
progress following shoulder surgery.  Donna Criswell is doing better with her 
health issues.  Her aunt, Nell Barrett is not doing well, and neither is her brother-
in-law.  Donna provides most of her aunt’s care.  Jack Elliott is still having heart 
issues.  Continue to remember Jack’s niece.  Nancy Summerford’s mother is in 
last stages of Alzheimer’s.  Virgie Waddle is doing some better, but still very 
weak.  Remember her sister-in-law, Jean Malone in the nursing home in Golden. 

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, will 
be in the Red Bay News this week.  Copies of this issue are on the table in the 
foyer for those who do not receive a paper.  These may also be used to give to a 
friend or neighbor.  When copies are depleted, more can be printed.  There is 
also an ad in the local paper once a month offering a free Bible correspondence 
course.  There are DVD copies of past TV programs available.  The radio 
program on 95.5 FM at 10 AM each Sunday  continues.  Please pray that these 
efforts will reach people interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  All the meetings that I knew about have 
been cancelled for the month of July.   If you know of meetings or singings in the 
area, please tell the one making announcements.   
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• It takes years to build up trust, but it takes only seconds to 
 destroy it. 
 
• Let him who would move the world first move himself. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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Editor’s Note:  Below is an article from the “pen” of Colby 
Junkin who was supposed to preach in our Summer series  
this coming Thursday. 
 
 

LIFE'S DIFFICULTIES 
By Colby Junkin 

 
 Our lives are unbelievably blessed.  Every day we 
awake to a new day with countless blessings that God 
bountifully gives us: air to breathe, food to eat, water to 
drink, homes to live in, and clothes to wear.  These things 
have become so necessary in our lives that we often 
forget how valuable and wonderful it is to have these 
luxuries.  We have jobs which enable us to pay our bills, 
save for retirement and the occasional rainy day, and 
also pay our taxes.  Every day we have time to spend 
with our family getting to enjoy their presence and impact 
in our lives.  Our lives should never be described any 
other way than blessed. 
 Our lives can be unbelievably hard.  Obstacles may 
arise in our lives that will try our patience with others and if 
not regulated can test our trust in God.  When our family 
member is diagnosed with terminal cancer or possibly is 
lost unexpectedly.  When we lose our jobs unexpectedly 
and the unknown begins to creep into the back of our 
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minds.  Our lives can be turned upside down during a 
night of storms, or when things just simply do not go as 
planned.  Life is unfair and unexplainable.  Life is hard! 
 How can both of these paragraphs be true at the same 
time?  How can a Christian’s life be described as both 
hard and blessed?  Why do bad things happen to good 
people?  So many brothers/sisters in Christ struggle to 
maintain faithfulness to God because of the harshness of 
reality that surrounds us.  We live in a fallen creation, 
where pain and suffering is never too far away from 
anyone of us.  What can we do to overcome these 
moments of desperation?  Who can we turn to in the 
midst of the battle? 
 The Israelites had made their way out of Egyptian 
bondage, but they were now trapped at the Red Sea.  
They cried out in desperation – “…For it would have been 
better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the 
wilderness” (Exodus 14:10-12).  We are quick to judge 
Israel’s unbelief, but can we be guilty of a similar unbelief 
in the midst of our trials?  Israel was surrounded and the 
way of escape seemed impossible.  Moses heard Israel’s 
cry, but he was not dismayed by their current situation.  
Moses said – “Do not fear!  Stand by and see the 
salvation of the Lord which He will accomplish for you 
today; for the Egyptians whom you have seen today, you 
will never see them again forever” (Exodus 12:13).  What 
was Moses’ answer to Israel’s greatest fear – “Stand by 
and see the salvation of the Lord!” 
 Nebuchadnezzar was furious with the three companions 
of Daniel: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego (Daniel 
3:13-18).  The decree had been delivered that everyone 
was to worship the golden image, but these three stood 
valiantly against the king’s edict.  Nebuchadnezzar 
ordered for the fiery furnace to be heated seven times its 
normal heat, and gave the three a final opportunity to 
worship the image.  Nebuchadnezzar asked them – 
“…what god is there who can deliver you out of my 
hands?” The pressure to bend and submit to the worship 
of the image must have been immense, but the three 

responded – “If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to 
deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire; and He will 
deliver us out of your hand, O king”. These three young 
men faced certain death, but they were not going to allow 
the trials of life to dictate their faithfulness to their God. 
 A cross is the symbol of the most inhumane and 
painful manner of corporal punishment ever devised by 
man.  The cross also served as Jesus’ ultimate trial at the 
close of His ministry.  Jesus did not go blindly to 
Jerusalem, but He went with the full knowledge of what 
awaited Him.  The apostle John recorded Jesus who said 
– “Now My soul has become troubled; and what shall I 
say, ‘Father, save me from this hour’?  But for this 
purpose I came to this hour” (12:27).  In the garden of 
Gethsemane, Jesus was “very distressed and troubled” 
and prayed three times – “Abba!  Father!  All things are 
possible for You; remove this cup from Me; you not what I 
will, but what You will” (Mark 14:32-36).  We cannot even 
begin to fathom the anguish endured by Jesus on the 
evening of His betrayal and eventual death.  The cross 
confronted Jesus every step of His life, but this reality 
never stopped Him from fulfilling His Father’s will.  On the 
cross, Jesus suffered, bled, and died, but this was not His 
final act.        
 The Red Sea was met with dismay and fear, but God 
parted the waters and brought Israel safely through on 
dry land.  The fiery furnace was faced with courage, and 
God walked with the three in the midst of the flame.  The 
cross was carried in pain and anguish, but on the third 
day death was vanquished by our Savior Jesus Christ.  
The trials of our lives may seem insurmountable, but with 
God the impossible has been made possible.  We may 
suffer and endure hard times in this life, but with God 
every obstacle, every trial, every bad day, week, or 
month has been made possible.  We must never stop 
pressing on and seeking those things which are above.  
Life is hard, but for those who trust in God – Life is a 
blessing!  May God draw us closer and keep us from the 
darkness that surrounds us. 


