
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for August is posted on the bulletin board so the men 
can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SERVICE TIMES:  Although we are meeting at our normal schedule of assemblies, 
there is a statewide requirement that a mask be worn and six feet between those not of 
the same household. 

CONGRATULATIONS:  Richard and Beth Hammock are grandparents again.  
Ellis James Stout arrived late last Sunday night.  Mother (Holly) and baby are 
doing well, for which we are very thankful. 

STAYING IN:  As a result of the seriousness of the Corona Virus outbreak some 
members have been staying at home and may continue to do so, as a result of 
underling health issues or just precautionary.  We respect their decisions. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:   Zola Basham is still dealing with pain and discomfort in 
her hip.  Remember her sister, Sula Maxey, who had shoulder surgery.  Donna 
Criswell has some health issues.  Neither her aunt, Nell Barrett nor her brother-
in-law is doing well.  Donna provides most of her aunt’s care.  Telford Hamm is in 
rehab with his back and will be talking to another doctor about his leg.  
Remember Telford’s brother and brother-in-law.  Jack Elliott has an appointment 
with a new doctor and hopes to have a different kind of heart ablation.   
Remember Jack’s niece.  Nancy Summerford’s mother is in last stages of 
Alzheimer’s.  Virgie Waddle is still not doing well.  She is in the process of 
moving in with her daughter.  Remember Virgie’s sister-in-law, Jean Malone in 
the nursing home in Golden. 

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was 
in the Red Bay News this past week.  Copies of this issue are on the table in the 
foyer for those who do not receive a paper.  These may also be used to give to a 
friend or neighbor.  When these are depleted, more can be printed.    There is 
also an ad in the local paper once a month offering a free Bible correspondence 
course.   There are DVD copies of past TV programs available.   The radio 
program on 95.5 FM at 10 AM each Sunday  continues.   Please pray that these 
efforts will reach people interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  All the meetings that I knew about have 
been cancelled.   If you know of meetings or singings in the area, please tell the 
one making announcements.   
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• You cannot raise yourself up by running other people 
 down. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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A TRULY TERRIFYING SIN 
By Mark Roberts 

 
 “Therefore, I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be 
forgiven people, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not 
be forgiven.  And whoever speaks a word against the Son of 
Man will be forgiven, but whoever speaks against the Holy 
Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to 
come” (Matthew 12:31–32, ESV). 
 A sin that dooms you!  Commit this sin and you will not 
be forgiven, now or in eternity!  What could be worse?  
More than one person has approached me in tears, 
completely convinced they had consigned their soul to hell 
by making one awful and unforgivable mistake.  And, while 
I have a good explanation for what Jesus is talking about, I 
must admit a recent Bible study comment about this text 
set me to thinking again about this most terrifying sin.  Is 
there something here I have missed? 

What is happening in this text? 
 The beginning of Bible study, especially for passages that are 
difficult and troubling, is always context.  Matthew 12:22 begins 
this section with Jesus healing a man who is “demon-
oppressed” and so is blind and mute.  While the crowds are 
awed and begin to ask if Jesus could be the Messiah (verse 23) 
the Pharisees response is “It is only by Beelzebul, the prince of 
demons, that this man casts out demons” (verse 24). This is 
where the talk of an unforgivable sin comes from.  Jesus’ 
response is three-fold.  First, He says “That’s just dumb.  How 
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would that even work?  Satan casting out Satan?! If the kingdom 
of darkness is divided against itself cannot last” (verses 25-26).  
Secondly, Jesus asks if their sons do exorcisms by the same 
power?  “And if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do 
your sons cast them out?  Therefore, they will be your judges” 
(verse 27).  We don’t know everything we’d like to know about 
Jewish exorcisms, but we do know it was attempted by some 
(see Acts 19:14ff).  It is an appeal to consistency.  If you don’t 
condemn them why do you condemn me?  Thirdly, Jesus says 
“What I am doing shows my power over the devil just as surely 
as someone going to a strong man’s house and tying him up 
and robbing him shows he must be stronger than that strong 
man” (verse 29). This is Jesus asking them to reach the only 
conclusion possible: Jesus is stronger than the devil, and is 
exercising the powers of the Messiah.  Since they will not make 
this obvious connection they are lost.  They will never be 
forgiven (verses 31-32). 

What is the sin they are guilty of? 
Is it possible I have sinned in this way? 

 After setting up the context what people still want to know 
is exactly what this sin is.  My usual approach is to turn to 
1John 1:9: “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” Note the word “all.” Is there any sin that 
God will not forgive if we confess it?  No, there is not.  All is 
all.  Any sin can be forgiven, John assures us, if we will 
repent and turn to God for forgiveness. 
 But what is happening in Matthew 12?  Would those men 
ever repent and turn to God?  No, they will not.  They are 
refusing the most obvious evidence God can provide (a 
miracle).  They are stubbornly resisting the truth.  They will 
not repent of their sin.  Indeed, instead of repenting they will 
go on from here to plot the murder of Jesus and carry out 
that murder!  This is unbelievable hard-heartedness.  When 
a person won’t repent what must happen?  God cannot and 
will not forgive them and so they must be lost.  They have 
doomed themselves!  The unforgivable sin is not any specific 
action or words spoken.  It is a heart that is dead set against 
turning to God in repentance and confession. 
 Which means any person who is weeping and begging 
God to accept them has not committed this sin.  The very 
question and concern is the opposite of what is happening in 
Matthew 12.  When a person is tender-hearted and wants to 
be forgiven and would repent of anything and everything to 

be right with God, they are far away from the ungodliness 
Jesus is rebuking in Matthew 12.  They have not committed 
(and with such an attitude of heart, cannot commit) the 
unforgivable sin. 

What else should we see in this text? 
 The pandemic has changed our Monday night’s men’s 
Bible study to a Zoom study.  As we worked through this text 
via technology the other night my good friend Dean made an 
observation I had not considered before.  He pointed out that 
what was happening here was a refusal of the work of the 
Holy Spirit.  If these men refused what the Spirit was doing 
miraculously in the Messiah what would they do to the words 
of the Spirit preached through the apostles?  For me, this 
provided the last piece of the puzzle.  It’s not just about hard-
heartedness.  Jesus doesn’t say “Anyone who is hard 
hearted and refuses to repent won’t ever be forgiven.” That 
is obvious and doesn’t need to be said.  In Luke’s account 
Jesus says, “But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out 
demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you” 
(Luke 11:20, ESV).  Jesus specifically ties His actions to the 
Holy Spirit, and then talks about blaspheming the Spirit.  
Why?  Because they are refusing the Holy Spirit and what 
the Spirit is doing.  That is very dangerous, Jesus says.  If 
you refuse the work of the Spirit you are cutting yourself off 
from God’s work and what God does to save you!  The 
Spirit’s work is to convict the world of sin (John 16:8ff) but 
this kind of heart won’t be and can’t be convicted.  How then 
can they ever be forgiven? 
 That means it is still a terrifying text.  It challenges me every 
day to make sure that I am not arrogant, set in my ways, and 
determined to justify myself.  While the age of miraculous gifts 
exercised by men and women have ceased God’s powerful 
Word, given by the Spirit, continues its work today.  Am I open 
to that Word?  Am I seeking God through His Word?  Am I 
repenting and confessing my sins as the Word convicts me?  
These are the attitudes so necessary to follow Jesus.  But if I 
repeatedly fail to respond to the Holy Spirit given Word that can 
only set me on a path of hard-heartedness that could see me 
become like these Pharisees and refuse to repent of my sin.  If 
that happens, then I have doomed myself!  May the terror we 
feel when we read this account in the Gospels motivate us with 
godly fear to always be humble and contrite in heart, ready to 
repent of any and every sin!  

From Pressing on Magazine of which Mark Roberts is the editor 


